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Comprehensive 1:  the commodification and rationalization of everything
Keywords:  commodity, commodification, instrumental rationality, scholarly communication, information as commodity, capitalism, scholarship
	The purpose of this comprehensive is to begin to understand the broader theoretical framework within which to situate my thesis, which will address the current situation of scholarly communication as one that has been described as being in crisis for decades, characterized by increasing commercialization and concentration in an inelastic market, with increasing restriction of user rights in the electronic environment, but with a strong and rapidly growing open access movement providing the potential for a wholesale transformation of scholarly communication to a system that is more effective from an economic perspective, facilitates prioritizing scholarly values over commodification, and maximizes the potential of the electronic medium and the internet to enhance scholarly communication.  
This comprehensive will explore two critical themes that many have argued are pervasive in today’s society:  a narrow focus on instrumental rationality, and the expanding sphere of commodification.  
One set of readings will focus on analysis of commodification and critiques of capitalism and related ideologies (Bahro, 1977; Harvey, 2007; Lukács, 1966, 1967; Marx, 1976; Polanyi, 1957; Mandel, 1980), with particular attention to critique of these trends in academia (Drahos & Braithwaite, 2002; Hogler & Gross, 2009; Kumar, 2001; Oswick & Hanlon (1989); Striphas, 2010.
A second set of readings will focus on historical analysis of instrumental rationality and related concepts (Beniger, 1986; Feenberg, 2008; Horkheimer & Adorno, 1972; Leiss, 1994; Marcuse, 1964; Weber, 1958, 1968).  
	A third set of readings is designed to situate these trends within the broader context of change in contemporary western society, including both analysis and emerging alternatives, particularly in the areas of scholarship and scholarly communication (Bell, 1973; Castells, 1996, 2009; Dewey, 1927; Foucault, 1979; Felzcak, Smith & Lorimer, 2006; Habermas, 1984; Haraway, 1988; Harvey, 1989; Kumar, 2005; Ostrom, 1990; and Santos, 2006).  
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Core journals & resources
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Comprehensive 2:  Constructing emancipatory communication
Keywords:  scholarly communication, gift economy, constructivism, philosophy of technology, social construction of technology, commons
	The purpose of this comprehensive is to build a solid theoretical framework for the praxis element of my thesis, transforming scholarly communication through action research.  In particular, I will be examining the possibilities of free and open scholarship in the Internet age, that is, scholarly communication as a largely gift economy without access barriers, where scholars have freedom to focus on what matters from a scholarly perspective – not just what “counts” in a quantitative performance measure based system. 
	One set of readings will address social construction of technology, and particularly the Internet and its potential as a tool for democratization and emancipatory social movements (Abbate, 1999; Bakardjieva , 2009; Barney, 2004; Bijker, Hughes & Pinch, 1987; Borgmann, 2004; Bourdieu, 1977; Enzensberger, 1974; Feenberg, 1999, 2002, 2009; Feenberg & Bakardjieva, 2004; Heidegger, 1977; Kahn & Kellner, 2005; Polt, 1999; Salter, 2003; Van de Donk et al, 2004).
	A second set of readings will address social construction with respect to social construction of ideas, both in general and in science / scholarship (Bloor, 1976; Canguilhem, 2008; Foucault, 1972; Kuhn, 1962).
	A third set of readings will explore theories on emancipatory possibilities.  That is, if communication is emancipated from commodification and instrumental rationality, what are the alternatives? Alternatives to be explored include the gift economy / commons, potential for expansion of the public sphere, non-hierarchical approaches and the potential for more holistic approaches through the environmental movement (Bahro, 1984; Bollier, 2007; Boyle, 2003; Mauss, 2002;  Fraser, 2007; Habermas, 1989; Hess & Ostrom, 2007; Lessig, 1999, 2004; Titmuss, 1971; Vaidhyanathan, 2004; Willinsky, 2006).
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Potential Questions
Comprehensive 1: the commodification and rationalization of everything:  how did we get here, and what are the alternatives for getting out?
· Discuss theories of commodification and its role in society from the time of Marx to the present, referencing commodification in scholarship.
· Discuss theories of the role of the Enlightenment ideal of rationality in contemporary society.
· Compare and contrast potential alternatives to exclusive commodification / rationality, including Dewey’s pragmatic philosophy, Habermas’ theory of communicative action, and the idea of the commons.
Comprehensive 2:  constructing emancipatory communication:  social construction of ideas and technology, and alternatives
· Discuss theoretical perspectives on the potential of the Internet for emancipatory communication.
· Drawing on theoretical work in the area of philosophy of science, delineate and discuss common themes on what is missing in scholarship today, and how an emancipated scholarship might be different.
· Compare and contrast some of the potential alternatives to a commodified / rationalized society.  
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