Comprehensive Exam for Scott Timcke (November 25, 2010)

The Diversity of Thought within Collective Memory Studies
Instructions:
Select TWO questions from the list of questions below and write essays for each question that are a minimum of 6 pages long and a maximum of 10 pages. The total length of the exam should be somewhere between 12-20 pages.

1) In the Dialectic of Enlightenment Adorno and Horkheimer write that ‘All reification is a forgetting.’ 

Write an essay that discusses the extent to which contemporary collective memory scholars may be seen to endorse or reject this statement or develop some middle ground?

2) In Raymond Williams’ Keywords (1976), there are entries for “history,” “myth,” and “ideology” but not for “memory.”  Yet, by the 1990s, cultural sociologists such as Michael Schudson would speak of memory as if it were a common feature in the intellectual landscape.  What factors account for the emergence of collective memory scholarship in the social sciences and/or in cultural studies relevant to communication studies?


Write an essay that discusses 2 different lineages of collective memory studies in contemporary scholarship, comparing and contrasting them as appropriate and using examples from your reading list.


3)        Paul Connerton’s 1989 work in How Societies Remember, and his more recent essay “How Modernity Forgets,” suggests transformations but also recurrent themes in collective memory studies over the last two decades, What principles, assumptions and positions remain fairly consistent? What transformations have occurred?  Make special reference to Connerton’s essays when addressing these questions and refer to other texts in your reading list

5)        Sue Campbell writes that the “Western understanding of memory” is linked to “the concept of moral personhood.” She continues, adding “[t]hat individuals have a comprehensive memory of their past has been a condition for treating them as full members of a moral community.” Discuss the theoretical implications of this conception of memory and community membership with reference to examples from your reading list.

5)        Scholars interested in collective or public memory working in diverse disciplinary perspectives (such as historian Pierre Nora and cognitive sociologist Eviatar Zerubavel) have often turned to case studies of  ‘sites’, other forms of material culture or mnemonic practices for insights into the places and processes through which memory narratives emerge and are reproduced. Discuss some of the strengths and weaknesses of this type of empirical research and its implications for theoretical developments in collective memory studies, referring to your reading list. 

