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INTRODUCTION
Nature-based solutions (NbS) are a crucial low carbon resilience (LCR) climate action strategy, and 
include a range of approaches that address multiple societal challenges. Forests, wetlands, rain gardens, 
and green roofs, for example, increase resilience to extreme heat and flooding, store carbon, and deliver 
benefits like cleaner water, greater biodiversity, improved health and wellbeing, cost savings, green jobs, 
and more.

The goal of ACT’s Natural Solutions Initiative (NSI) is to create and test a framework-for-action that 
optimizes the benefits of NbS for people and nature. The NSI is designed to help integrate different 
disciplines and practices, support more coordinated project planning, and expand the application of 
NbS to fully realize their wide ranging ecological and community benefits. Table 1 provides a high-level 
overview of the NSI and the approaches, scales, and areas in which NbS initiatives may take place.

Three Nested NbS Approaches
Build coherence

Four Scales of NbS Action
Promote cohesion

Five Key Areas
Advance systemic NbS

•	 Ecosystem-based 
management

•	 Natural asset management
•	 Blue-green infrastructure 

strategies

•	 Watershed
•	 Community
•	 Neighbourhood
•	 Parcel

•	 Climate action (adaptation and 
mitigation)

•	 Biodiversity
•	 Indigenous Knowledge systems 

and leadership
•	 Sustainable service delivery
•	 Health, equity and justice

Table 1: The NSI Framework-for-Action (ACT, 2023)

This report is structured around the NSI's three nested planning approaches: ecosystem-based 
management, natural asset management, and blue-green infrastructure strategies. It highlights how, 
when aligned, these intersecting approaches strengthen integration in planning and practice, advancing 
the health and resilience of ecological systems, while addressing and optimizing benefits across five key 
community sustainability priorities: climate action, biodiversity, Indigenous Knowledge systems and 
leadership, sustainable service delivery, and health, equity, and justice (as indicated by the key areas 
icons in Table 1).

This report showcases examples of NbS implementation in British Columbia’s Lower Mainland, using 
ACT’s NSI framework to emphasize the value of an integrated and systemic approach to NbS planning. 
By presenting concrete, local, community-based initiatives, the report aims to inspire decision-makers, 
practitioners, and others to build a resilient region and accelerate implementation of cohesive and 
systemic NbS.
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https://www.sfu.ca/act/low-carbon-resilience.html
https://www.sfu.ca/act/natural-solutions-initiative.html
https://www.sfu.ca/act/reports/natural-solutions-initiative-summary.html


This report is developed based on ACT’s multi-year NSI research. As a living resource, we invite you to 
share your NbS successes and recommendations to advance knowledge and decision-making on NbS 
research, implementation and policy. Please send your feedback to actinfo@sfu.ca.

BOX 1: DEFINITION OF NATURE-BASED SOLUTIONS 

Nature-based Solutions (NbS) are defined by the United Nations Environment Assembly (UNEA) 
as “actions to protect, conserve, restore, sustainably use and manage natural or modified 
terrestrial, freshwater, coastal and marine ecosystems, which address social, economic and 
environmental challenges effectively and adaptively, while simultaneously providing human 
well-being, ecosystem services and resilience and biodiversity benefits" (UNEA, 2022).

It is important to note that the term "nature-based solutions" and has been critiqued by 
Indigneous peoples and scholars, in fact many Indigenous languages do not even have a word for 
'nature' (ICA, 2021; Nelson & Reed, 2025). Instead of a dualistic view that separates humans and 
the natural world, Indigenous worldviews view themselves and their cultures as interconnected 
and in reciprocal relationship with the natural world. This is embodied in the concept of "All 
My Relations”. This worldview enhances NbS by grounding them in a relational ethic that sees 
humans, Land and Water as inseparable parts of a living whole (Reed et al., 2024). Rather than 
treating nature as a tool to solve human problems, the Indigenous perspective fosters ongoing,  
reciprocal relationships with nature, strengthening the cultural, spiritual, and ecological 
dimensions of NbS. As McGregor (2004) explains, Indigenous Knowledge systems are a “way of 
life, rather than being just the knowledge of  
addition, all NbS approaches should recognize

ACT’s NSI strives to weave 
together Western and 
Indigenous Knowledge systems, 
by advancing coherence across 
approaches and scales and more 
systemic and equitable NbS 
outcomes and benefits.

and uphold the self-determination, sovereignty, 
rights and consent of Indigenous Peoples on 
whose lands these solutions take place (Pham et 
al., 2022). This relational approach can deepen the 
effectiveness and legitimacy of NbS by ensuring 
they are not only ecologically sound but also 
rooted in place-based knowledge systems and 
responsibilities. 
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https://wedocs.unep.org/bitstream/handle/20.500.11822/39864/NATURE-BASED%20SOLUTIONS%20FOR%20SUPPORTING%20SUSTAINABLE%20DEVELOPMENT.%20English.pdf?sequence=1&isAllowed=y
https://www.indigenousclimateaction.com/entries/new-nature-based-climate-solutions-report-sneak-peek
https://www.pnas.org/doi/abs/10.1073/pnas.2315917121
https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s10584-024-03682-w
https://idrc-crdi.ca/en/books/way-development-indigenous-peoples-life-projects-and-globalization
https://www.ienearth.org/nature-based-solutions/
https://www.ienearth.org/nature-based-solutions/


BEST PRACTICES

Ecosystem-based management maintains healthy ecosystems and is typically applied at a watershed 
bioregional, and/or territorial scale. The approach is based on monitoring change from baseline 
assessments and adaptively managing for impacts and risks over time. It aims to supports biodiversity 
and ecosystem health, including water quality and quantity, soil health, species diversity, flood and fire 
management, and more by managing ecological changes from land use and climate impacts. 

Indigenous worldviews teach about stewarding ecological and cultural processes in their territories, 
maintaining intimate relationship with the lands, waters, and non-human species. Change is monitored 
using a sophisticated system of bio-cultural indicators (e.g., species populations and migrations) and 
actively responded to using traditional practices (e.g., controlled burns) aimed at boosting watershed 
territorial health and resilience. See NSI's Watershed Health and Resilience Indicators report for more 
information on ecosystem-based management and bio-cultural indicators at the watershed scale.

ECOSYSTEM-BASED  
MANAGEMENT

	■ The BC First Nations Climate Strategy and Action Plan emphasizes the protection, restoration, 
and sustainable management of ecosystems as a core approach to address climate change. It 
highlights the importance of Indigenous Knowledge and relationships with nature in supporting 
community resilience and environmental stewardship. 

	■ Metro Vancouver’s Nature and Ecosystems Roadmap emphasizes the importance of protecting, 
restoring, and enhancing ecosystems while establishing a robust, interconnected regional network. 
The Roadmap outlines actions to prevent future ecosystem loss and degradation, aiming to optimize 
long term resilience and carbon storage. It aligns with and supports Metro 2050: Regional Growth 
Strategy. 

	■ The City of Surrey's Biodiversity Design Guidelines provide recommended actions for land use 
planning and development activities to implement the city’s Biodiversity Conservation Strategy.  
The Strategy was developed based on their Ecosystem Management Study, which used a science-

NSI Approach: Employ an ecosystem-based management approach, centering Indigenous 
Knowledge systems and territorial stewardship, to anticipate and respond to projected climate 
vulnerabilities and risks at the watershed scale.
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https://www.bcafn.ca/sites/default/files/2022-04/BCFNCSAP%20Final%20Draft%20%2822April2022%29.pdf
https://metrovancouver.org/services/air-quality-climate-action/Documents/climate-2050-nature-and-ecosystems-road-map.pdf
https://view.publitas.com/metro-vancouver/metro-2050-the-regional-growth-strategy/page/1?_gl=1*1cny59a*_ga*MTE4NDQ4NjEzMi4xNzM4NjE2OTkx*_ga_GKFPPTV5X1*MTczODYxNjk5MC4xLjAuMTczODYxNjk5MC4wLjAuMA..
https://view.publitas.com/metro-vancouver/metro-2050-the-regional-growth-strategy/page/1?_gl=1*1cny59a*_ga*MTE4NDQ4NjEzMi4xNzM4NjE2OTkx*_ga_GKFPPTV5X1*MTczODYxNjk5MC4xLjAuMTczODYxNjk5MC4wLjAuMA..
https://www.surrey.ca/renovating-building-development/land-planning-development/environmental-protection/biodiversity/design-guidelines
https://www.surrey.ca/sites/default/files/media/documents/Surrey_BCS_Report.pdf
https://www.surrey.ca/sites/default/files/media/documents/EcosystemManagementStudy.pdf


Figure 5. The City is central to a regional level biodiversity network.

Where does New Westminster fit in at a regional level?

The GIN in New Westminster will formalize connectivity through 
adjacent natural areas across a broader landscape. The Hume Park hub 

and Brunette River corridor connect north to the large natural areas 
associated with Burnaby Lake Regional Park. The Expo line corridor 

connects the Fraser River with Byrne Creek Ravine Park. The shorelines 
of the Fraser River provide opportunities for extending high value 

corridors that would play an important role to support species diversity 
at a regional scale. Metro Vancouver recognizes these corridors in their 

regional Biodiversity Strategy. 

35

Figure 1: New Westminster assessing its role in the ecosytem (City of New Westminster, 2022).

based approach to map and manage their natural ecosystems as a network. This work also includes 
a habitat inventory, suitability rankings, and other useful environmental information on a series of 
maps that identify and prioritize sensitive and natural areas.

	■ The City of New Westminster’s Biodiversity and Natural Areas Strategy assesses the state of the 
city’s natural areas and biodiversity, and considers it in the context of the broader region’s ecology 
(Figure 1). The Strategy details a set of recommended actions and guidelines. These measures help 
the city prioritize protection, enhancement, and restoration of natural areas while supporting the 
species that inhabit them. 
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https://www.newwestcity.ca/database/files/library/Biodiversity__Natural_Areas_Strategy_May_2022.pdf
https://www.newwestcity.ca/database/files/library/Biodiversity__Natural_Areas_Strategy_May_2022.pdf


BEST PRACTICES
	■ The District of West Vancouver’s Natural Asset Inventory and Valuation estimated its forests, 

waterways, foreshore, and parks provide services worth as much as $32 billion (in 2019). To 
ensure the protection of these natural assets and the ecosystem services they provide, the district 
established an Environmental Reserve Fund Bylaw. Financed by property taxes and other funding 
sources, the environmental reserve fund can be used for the protection of natural capital assets or 
the natural environment. A bylaw, coupled with a dedicated financial mechanism, ensures that NbS 
strategies are systematically supported, maintained, and integrated into long-term planning and 
funding decisions.

	■ In the City of Burnaby, the Riverbend Business Park project restored and protected the natural 
function of a Fraser River riparian area next to a newly developed business park. Restoration is 
part of the City of Burnaby's commitment to promoting ecosystem health. This project enhanced 
biodiversity by expanding the riparian area, undertaking native plantings, and integrated the 
business park development onto a site with a former landfill and heavy industry. This project and 
others can be explored further through the city’s ecosystem restoration story map.

	■ Tsleil-Waututh Nation’s Shoreline Adaptation and Restoration Project is transforming a vulnerable 
shoreline into a resilient, natural system. In response to erosion, flooding, and habitat loss along the 
Burrard Inlet, the project applies NbS approaches that combine Indigenous Knowledge, ecological 
restoration, and climate adaptation. The project includes creating new rock headlands, oyster 
revetments, a habitat island to retain new fill and protect from wave energy, native plant restoration, 
and removal of existing asphalt and concrete materials. This work will stabilize the shoreline, 

NATURAL ASSET MANAGEMENT 
Natural assets are natural areas and features that maintain their original form (e.g., old-growth forests), 
are minimally modified (e.g., sustainably managed forestry or wetlands with controlled intake), or have 
been restored to their original form (e.g., a restored urban stream). Natural asset management is the 
practice of identifying, valuing, and managing natural assets to provide important services (ACT, 2023). 
This helps protect, restore, and sustainably manage natural areas and processes, including forests, 
wetlands, rivers and shorelines.

NSI Approach: Undertake natural asset management to integrate forests, streams, wetlands, 
trees, and riparian areas into asset management and land-use planning decisions.
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https://westvancouver.ca/sites/default/files/dwv/assets/environment/docs/natural-assets/DWV_Natural_Capital_Assets.pdf
https://www.nsnews.com/local-news/west-van-puts-a-price-on-its-natural-assets-3103784
https://westvancouver.ca/media/1143
https://stewardshipcentrebc.ca/riverbend-business-park/
https://www.burnaby.ca/services-and-payments/construction-and-renovation/green-building-and-land-development/environment-and-eco-system-protection
https://gis.burnaby.ca/storymaps/ecosystemrestoration/
https://twnation.ca/twn-reserve-shoreline-adaptation-project/
https://www.sfu.ca/act/reports/natural-solutions-initiative-summary.html


restore habitat, enhance biodiversity, and revitalize cultural connections to land and water. 
It demonstrates how natural systems can be intentionally restored and managed as core 
infrastructure, providing flood protection, habitat, cultural value, and climate resilience. With strong 
partnerships and long-term investment, this Indigenous-led initiative shows what place-based, 
integrated natural asset management looks like on the ground.

	■ The City of Maple Ridge’s Urban Forest Management Plan guides the planning and management 
of the city’s urban forest, from street trees to forests in natural areas (Figure 2). The plan situates 
Maple Ridge’s urban forest as crucial to the community’s overall well-being and aims to proactively 
manage for the changes presented by climate impacts and a growing population. The plan also 
incorporates a tree equity score to ensure equitable distribution of tree canopy coverage across the 
community, adding green space and habitat while also protecting neighbourhoods from climate 
impacts such as urban heat island effects. Urban Forest Management Plans support both natural 
asset management and blue-green infrastructure strategies, making them a great example of a 
cohesive NbS approach.

Figure 2: Maple Ridge Examples of Forests and Trees in Different Land Uses  
(Maple Ridge, 2024; adapted from Bohl & Plater-Zyberk, 2006).

11 Urban Forest Management Strategy

What types of urban forest assets are found in Maple 
Ridge?
The type of trees and forests managed in Maple Ridge vary depending on where they are located along 
a continuum of rural to urban land uses. The Rural-to-Urban Transect  was designed as a tool to better 
integrate the environment into urban design25. The Transect categorizes a range of typical land uses and 
the types of natural and landscaped features that can be prioritized within them along a natural to human 
habitat continuum. Figure 2 uses the Transect to illustrate where the different types of urban forest assets 
are usually found, and how they are managed, across different land uses in Maple Ridge. 

In rural areas, native forest ecosystems are managed for habitat and ecosystem health. Management in 
suburban areas with low-density residential development focuses on yard trees, street trees and park trees 
to offer shade, provide habitat for urban wildlife, incorporate stormwater features, and to create a greener 
neighbourhood look. As land use becomes increasingly urban, the focus shifts to developing compact, 
walkable neighbourhoods with street trees, parks, plazas, and green infrastructure such as green roofs and 
walls, rain gardens, and below-ground infiltration. 

NATURAL

Coolest
Most canopy 
Most pervious
Most natural ecosystems
Least urban trees
Lowest population density
Lowest management need
Lowest cost of management

Hottest
Least canopy

Least pervious
Least natural ecosystems

Most urban trees
Highest population density

Highest managemet need
Highest cost of management

Forests are relatively 
self-sustaining and low 
maintenance. 
Sometimes restoration, 
risk inspections, wildfire 
fuel treatments may be 
needed. 

Ornamental and shade 
trees in landscaped and 
maintained park 
settings are individually 
planted but typically 
require less frequent 
maintenance than 
street trees.

Trees on private land 
are taken care of by 
residents or 
landowners. The 
level of management 
is highly variable 
depending on the 
land manager

Street trees are individually 
planted and maintained for 
clearance, health, and risk 
management. Street trees 
typically receive a high level of 
service because of proximity of 
infrastructure

Trees are sometimes used 
in bioengineered solutions 
like bioswales, pervious 
pavement or infiltration 
systems. Trees can benefit 
from the soil volume and 
stormwater and achieve 
co-benefits.

Forest areas Park trees
Yard trees Street trees

Bioengineered

RURAL SUBURBAN

rural to urban

GENERAL
URBAN

URBAN
CENTRE

URBAN
CORE

INDUSTRIAL & 
MIXED 

EMPLOYMENT

Figure 2. The Rural-to-Urban Transect provide a framework for understanding the range of different land uses and their 
characteristics in terms of the built and natural environment typically found within them
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https://www.mapleridge.ca/media/file/finalufms240723v15with-appendicesreducedfinalpdf-0
https://www.mapleridge.ca/media/file/finalufms240723v15with-appendicesreducedfinalpdf-0
https://escholarship.org/uc/item/1zt6g0sr


BEST PRACTICES
	■ The City of Vancouver has multiple initiatives that advance blue-green infrastructure strategies, 

including:

	■ The Foundations of a Healthy Waters Plan which includes objectives to naturalise areas 
within the rainwater management system, connect naturalized areas, and promote green 
rainwater infrastructure. The city also has an innovative Rain City Strategy which embraces 
rainwater as a valued resource for communities and natural ecosystems.

	■ An Equity in Parks and Recreation: Initiative Zones Priority Setting Tool. This geographic 
tool helps to guide equity considerations into the city’s decisions around existing and 
future blue-green infrastructure. For instance, a more equitable distribution of parks and/
or urban forestry canopy, can result in more equitable outcomes and greater resilience for 
all community members, especially those who have been historically marginalized and 
underserved.

	■ The St George Rainway Bioblitz, which established a baseline of local biodiversity for the 
rainway project. It was achieved through community science events, informing the project’s 
design by identifying existing species, habitat gaps, and invasive plants. The findings will 
guide future planting choices, support continued ecological monitoring, and strengthen 
community engagement in the Rainway’s development.

BLUE-GREEN INFRASTRUCTURE 
STRATEGIES 

Blue-green infrastructure comprises human-made systems that include hybrid assets utilizing natural 
and living features (e.g., urban trees, parks, and regenerative agriculture) and engineered assets 
mimicking natural processes (e.g. green roofs and walls). These assets support and enhance both the 
ecological process and ecosystem services upon which communities depend.

NSI Approach: Adopt green-blue infrastructure strategies, such as design standards, 
engineering guidelines, and bylaw changes to support hybrid and engineered assets that 
enhance ecosystem services and ecological processes under rapidly changing climate 
conditions.
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https://vancouver.ca/home-property-development/healthy-waters-plan.aspx
https://vancouver.ca/home-property-development/green-rainwater-infrastructure-policies-and-reports.aspx
https://vancouver.ca/files/cov/vanplay-strategic-bold-moves-equity-chapter.pdf
https://syc.vancouver.ca/projects/st-george-rainway/st-george-rainawy-2022-bioblitz-report-back.pdf


	■  The City of North Vancouver’s Residential Stormwater Management Plan requires new residential 
developments to implement blue-green infrastructure and other on-site measures to manage 
stormwater. Through its Stormwater Management for Single Family & Duplex Developments, the 
city provides guidance to developers and owners about how to manage rainwater and promote rain 
gardens and absorbent landscapes in lower density residential areas. This illustrates how mandates 
along with guiding resources and tools can be used to facilitate the adoption of these practices. 

	■ The Abbotsford Mission Water & Sewer Commission (AMWSC) Waterwise Landscape Material 
Program offered residential properties a $250 rebate when spending $500 or more on water-wise 
plants, mulch, and/or soil amendments in 2024. This demonstrates how incentivizing water-
efficient landscaping can promote site-scale and household involvement in sustainable water 
management, helping communities adapt to drought conditions, enhance biodiversity through 
diverse native plantings, and improve water service by reducing demand on municipal water 
supplies. 

	■ The City of Delta’s rain garden program for streetscape revitalization has thrived for over 20 
years. The program focuses on creating rain gardens as permeable surfaces improving rainwater 
infiltration, taking the burden off of aging drainage infrastructure while also protecting stream 
health and fish habitat, and enhancing community liveability. The city’s Adopt-a-Rain Garden 
program has succeeded in training residents and local groups to ensure the community's rain 
gardens are maintained, kept up and working properly, through collaboration with the city's 
Engineering Department. Currently, almost every road and/or utility capital project in the city 
includes blue-green infrastructure (Figure 3).

Figure 3: A rain garden in the City of Delta (Partnership for Water Sustainability in BC, 2024).

 

 

Living Water Smart in British Columbia: Delta's rain garden program for streetscape revitalization 

Pa
ge
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Rain Garden at Cougar Canyon Elementary School  

 

Adopt-a-Rain-Garden: To address the need for ongoing 
maintenance: 

 

Precedent-Setting 
Decision:  An 
Engineer teamed with 
a Landscape Architect 
“One of our early 
decisions was to add a 
landscape designer (Sarah 
Howie) to the engineering 
design team. Her role was 
to find ways to 
incorporate rainwater 
capture technologies into 
landscaped amenities 
that beautify roadways.” 

“At the time, within local 
government, this was 
viewed as a novel idea 
and approach – an 
engineer and landscape 
architect working as a 
design team. Looking 
back, so many good 
things have resulted from 
that one decision.” 

- Hugh Fraser, 2014 
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https://www.cnv.org/Home-Property/Water-Sewer-Drainage/drainage/stormwater-management-plan-requirements-for-new-development
https://www.cnv.org/Home-Property/Water-Sewer-Drainage/drainage/stormwater-management-plan-requirements-for-new-development/stormwater-management-for-single-family-and-duplex-developments
https://www.ourwatermatters.ca/sites/1/files/2021-04/Irrigation%20System%20and%20Landscape%20Water%20Efficiency%20Program%20-%20Details%20and%20Rebate%20Application.pdf
https://www.ourwatermatters.ca/sites/1/files/2021-04/Irrigation%20System%20and%20Landscape%20Water%20Efficiency%20Program%20-%20Details%20and%20Rebate%20Application.pdf
https://waterbucket.ca/wcp/wp-content/uploads/sites/6/2024/03/PWSBC_Living-Water-Smart_Delta-rain-gardens-and-streetscape-revitalization_2024.pdf
https://www.delta.ca/city-hall/working-delta/volunteering/adopt-rain-garden-program
https://www.delta.ca/city-hall/working-delta/volunteering/adopt-rain-garden-program
https://waterbucket.ca/wcp/wp-content/uploads/sites/6/2024/03/PWSBC_Living-Water-Smart_Delta-rain-gardens-and-streetscape-revitalization_2024.pdf


USEFUL RESOURCES
The resources in this section have been selected for their relevance to ecosystem-based management, 
natural asset management, and blue-green infrastructure. Designed to assist municipal leaders, 
planners, engineers, and asset managers, These tools, datasets, and reports offer practical guidance, 
case studies, and research to support informed policy, regulation, and project development.

	■ Ecosystem Mapping (British Columbia): This website provides data about the Province of BC’s 
terrestrial and sensitive ecosystems along with mapping tools (e.g., Habitat Wizards). 

	■ ClimateData.ca: This Government of Canada website provides the best available climate datasets 
for Canada (with updates from the IPCC AR6), to inform the local relevance and potential impact of  
climate change on NbS planning.

	■ A Guidebook for Local Governments: Nature is Infrastructure: How to Include Natural Assets 
in Asset Management Plans (Natural Asset Initiative, 2024): This guidebook provides direction 
and insight for local governments who are seeking to integrate natural assets into their asset 
management systems.

	■ A blueprint for watershed governance in BC (POLIS Project on Ecological Governance, 2014): This 
report presents key drivers of change in watersheds, various models of watershed governance, an 
institutional framework, and a community engagement plan.

	■ Green Bylaws Toolkit (Stewardship Centre BC, 2021): This report focuses on bylaws for conserving 
sensitive ecosystems and green infrastructure. It includes practical approaches and sample bylaw 
wording.

	■ Tree Protection Bylaws in British Columbia (Raincoast Conservation Foundation, 2021): This report 
provides an overview of tree bylaws in BC.

	■ Metro Vancouver Tree Regulations Toolkit (Metro Vancouver, 2024): This toolkit is a comprehensive 
guide designed to help municipalities preserve and expand their urban tree canopies. It provides 
guidance on using regulatory tools to support tree preservation and canopy growth, along with a 
framework for selecting the most appropriate tools to achieve municipal goals.

	■ Summary of Municipal Stormwater Management Incentive Programs (Toronto, 2021): This report 
provides examples of municipal incentive programs in Canada and the US (e.g., stormwater credits, 
grants, rebates, density bonuses, etc.) 

	■ Low Impact Development Life Cycle Costing Tool (Toronto and Region Conservation Authority): 
This tool estimates costs for the construction, inspection, and maintenance of various types of blue-
green infrastructure.
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https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/environment/plants-animals-ecosystems/conservation-data-centre/explore-cdc-data/known-locations-of-species-and-ecosystems-at-risk/mapping-methods/ecosystems
https://climatedata.ca/
https://naturalassetsinitiative.ca/wp-content/uploads/2024/04/NAI-NAM-guidance-doc-april-2024.pdf
https://naturalassetsinitiative.ca/wp-content/uploads/2024/04/NAI-NAM-guidance-doc-april-2024.pdf
https://poliswaterproject.org/polis-research-publication/blueprint-watershed-governance-british-columbia/
https://stewardshipcentrebc.ca/green-bylaws/
https://www.raincoast.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/08/tree-protection-bylaws-in-bc-2021.pdf
https://metrovancouver.org/services/regional-planning/Documents/metro-vancouver-tree-regulations-toolkit.pdf
https://www.toronto.ca/legdocs/mmis/2021/cc/bgrd/backgroundfile-169265.pdf
https://sustainabletechnologies.ca/lid-lcct/


NSI RESOURCES
The NSI mobilizes resources, tools, and case studies to increase learning about opportunities, trade-
offs, and barriers in NbS planning and implementation with the overall goal of advancing more 
cohesive and systemic NbS. The following resources support integrated and systemic NbS planning-to-
implementation for practitioners and decision-makers aiming to drive nature positive change:

WATERSHED HEALTH AND RESILIENCE INDICATORS
This resource provides findings from an assessment of 16 watershed health indicator (WHI) frameworks 
across North America in support of the equitable development and prioritization of watershed health 
indicators that intersect with climate change and Indigenous leadership. It aims to inform policymakers 
and watershed managers about the importance of holistic and culturally sensitive WHI frameworks, and 
advocate for continuing legislative support for Indigenous leadership.

NBS REGULATORY MECHANISMS TOOLKIT
This toolkit provides recommendations for municipalities to leverage regulatory approaches to advance 
NbS in their communities. For each regulatory mechanism, the toolkit provides recommendations for 
how the mechanism can be used to facilitate NbS implementation or otherwise advance low carbon 
resilience.

NBS MULTI-BENEFIT INDICATORS TOOL
This tool is intended to help decision-makers, practitioners, and other relevant parties identify indicators 
to assess the potential multi-benefits of NbS. It helps to align NbS policy and planning across multiple 
priorities and provides key indicators to measure the performance and effectiveness of NbS over time.
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https://www.sfu.ca/act/reports/watershed-resilience.html
https://www.sfu.ca/act/reports/regulatory-mechanisms-toolkit.html
https://www.sfu.ca/act/reports/multi-benefit-indicators-tool.html


CONTACT US
To engage with ACT about our 
Natural Solutions Initiative, or 
anything else you would like to 
discuss, you can reach us at: 

actinfo@sfu.ca 
@SFU_ACT 
www.sfu.ca/act

mailto:actinfo%40sfu.ca?subject=
https://x.com/SFU_ACT
https://www.sfu.ca/act.html

