June 01 — Sept. 04, 2012
Rags Media Collective

The Primary Education

of the Autodidact
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Opening: June

The Primary Education of the Autodidact
is presented in partnership with the

Indian Summer Festival of Arts & Ideas
(www.IndianSummerFestival.ca), which
runs from July 5-15, 2012, at the Goldcorp
Centre for the Arts, and with the support of
the Vancity Office of Community Engagement
in the SFU Woodward’s Cultural Unit.

The Audain Gallery will be closed until
September but the project will be publicly
visible on the outside windows of the
gallery on West Hastings Street.

The Audain Gallery serves as a vital
aspect of the Visual Arts program at
Simon Fraser University’s School for the
Contemporary Arts. The gallery’s mission
is to advance the aesthetic and discursive
production and presentation of contem-
porary visual art through a responsive
program of exhibitions and to support
engaged pedagogy.

The gallery encourages conceptual and
experimental projects that explore the
dialogue between the social and the cultural
in contemporary artistic practices.

The Audain Visual Artists in Residence
Program and student exhibitions are
central to the gallery’s programming.

The Audain Gallery is curated by Sabine
Bitter, working with gallery assistant
Brady Cranfield.

1. Tom Holert, “Artistic Research: Anatomy of an Ascent,” Texte zur Kunt 82 (2001), p.44.
2. Rags Media Collective in email correspondence with the Audain Gallery.
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The Sensible Learner

“The autodidact may be at a loss for
words, but she has other ideas. Her
books are unwritten, but not unread.
There are some things that need
saying that words can never say. There
begins the primary education of the
autodidact. No prayers, no petitions,
no apologies—just acts that surf
potential waves, creating new terms
for thinking, knowing, and being
the world.”

—Rags Media Collective

The Primary Education of the
Autodidact uses the windows of

the Audain Gallery as oversized
bookshelves, filled with more-or-less
orderly stacks of books. A second
glance discovers a silhouetted woman
“cleaning” the identifying titles

and logos off of the books. With

this gesture, the woman is washing
away older, institutionalized forms

of knowledge, passed on as both
tradition and standard. As Rags Media
Collective describe her in an email
conversation with the Audain Gallery,
this woman “is the autodidact
transforming knowledge as much as
she is transformed by it-thus
becoming a site of potential.”

Making space for things not yet
known, the woman’s labour is also a
process of revealing and discovery
in which the given is transformed
and renewed, the known recalled
as unknown again. As Raqs Media
Collective elaborate:

“Like the parts of the periodic table
that still lie vacant, there exist entire
provinces of knowledge that still
await understanding. These are-
new zones of thought-built out of

erasures, inventions, incisions,
glyphs, and overwriting. They call
out for decipherment, insisting that
the more we know, the more we know
what we do not know.”

Challenging the traditional institu-
tions of learning, what seems at
stake in the work is what Jacques
Ranciére has described in terms of an
equality of intelligence rather than an
inequality of knowledge." For him, the
programmatic explication offered by
educational institutions is a kind of
regimented “distribution of the
sensible.” Rather than easing and
encouraging learning, such systems,
which are as much aesthetic as
epistemological, perpetuate stultify-
ingignorance in a continual deferral
of knowledge. Given piecemeal and
hierarchized, knowledge, in other
words, is somehow forever

out of reach.

In universities today, institutional
forms of pedagogy and established
forms of education intersect with

Detail (top left hand corner): The Primary
Education of the Autodidact
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