Molecular Biology and Biochemistry (MBB) Graduate Caucus Meeting Minutes
Friday July 17, 2015, SSB 6178

Attendance 

Present: Bruno Grande (bgrande; President); Navi Garcha (ngarcha; Vice-president); Jesper Johansen (jjesper); Lyssa Martin; Miguel Gutierrez 

Absent: Razvan Cojocaru (rca40; Treasurer); Kaylee Magee (kem3; Secretary and DGSC A Rep); Evan Quon (emq1, Social Events Coordinator); Saeideh Shamsi (sshamsik, GSS rep)

Meeting Calls to Order, Appointments, and Approvals

Call to Order: The meeting was called to order at 4:30pm in SSB 6178. 

Appointment of Chair: Bruno Grande was chair at the meeting. 

Appointment of Secretary: Navi Garcha took meeting minutes as Kaylee the Secretary is absent. 

MOVE to Approve July 17th 2015 Agenda: Motioned by Bruno, seconded by Jesper. Motion passes unanimously.

MOVE to Approve June 26th 2015 Meeting Minutes: Motioned by Bruno, seconded by Lyssa. Motion passes unanimously.

Business

1. Online Presence

· Bruno wants agendas and meeting minutes to be uploaded onto google docs, so everyone can see them. Students can also edit google drive documents. Links to google drive with agendas can be sent out in email to MBB when we announce each meeting.
· Kaylee had talked to Duncan a while back and learned the MBB department was setting up a new website. When then happens, they said they can give us a little section of it for our use.
· We haven’t heard anything about the new website for a while now, so Kaylee needs to check back in with Duncan
· When the new website is up, we can load all past meeting minutes onto the website.






2. Open Executive Positions

A: GSS Representative
· Previous GSS representative Zohreh has graduated 
· Bruno has indicated interest for fulfilling this position

B: DGSC B Representative
· Previous DGSC Rep B Jesper is graduating soon
· Julie has indicated interest in fulfilling this position

3. Funding for Scientific Study Group

· The Scientific Programming Study Group is a student-led initiative to build a community of students and faculty that use programming in their research. 
· Bruno is one of the lead organizers and was thinking of raising funds 
· The study group will span many departments and it doesn’t make sense if only one caucus needs to commit core funds. 
· GSS offers $750 Grants for Caucuses for events such as colloquium and journal clubs that might work: http://sfugradsociety.ca/?page_id=281
· Some funding ideas: Canadian Society of Chemists, other external professional societies
· No budget yet and no expenses currently   

4. Overall Funding

· Core Account includes money given to us from GSS every semester (dependant on department enrolment), Trust account includes any leftover money at the end of the fiscal year we can save for later
· Need to check how money gets transferred from Core funding to Trust account. Is it automatic?

5. MBB Summer Event

· We should have something annual we do in the summer! Ideas:
i. Joint BBQ with the MBB undergrad student union  - BISC has a BBQ we could borrow
ii. Board games night? We have tried this before with some success
iii. Potluck meal? We might need foodsafe if we bring the food ourselves
iv. Pub Night? Pub is happy to have us as long as we email in advance and will reserve us a special section, but it might be hard to get hours that would work for the department
v. Club Ilia? We would need to speak with them as we haven’t gone there before
· Key will be getting support from PIs to make sure people show up. Maybe talk to Lynne for ideas on how to get participation.

6. Advertising for new members

· 7th floor corkboard is underused: Take down TSSU stuff and put up a whiteboard and update events on there periodically
· Bruno will buy whiteboard and colored pens
· Ask Christine if we can put up another whiteboard in the coffee room on the 6000 level for Grad Caucus 

7. Friday Happy Hours 

· Great idea for department atmosphere but some concerns:
i. Need serving it right → Miguel Gutierrez has it
ii. Have to buy from the BC Liquor Board 
iii. Need wine too because half the PIs drink wine over beer
iv. Probably very expensive!
· We can invite all people in the building (i.e. Biological Sciences professors) 
· Talk to Chemistry Caucus about the possibility of buying a keg as they have done this before

8. Other Fundraising Ideas:

A: Samosa Sales
· Look into getting undergraduates to manage the table 
· Look into getting help from Chartwells?

B: Bake Sale 
· Probably not a very good idea to do in the department so would need to be in the AQ

C: Purdy’s Sales
· We would need to put a lot of effort and legwork into getting the sales
· Is the profit worth all the work that it would take going from lab to lab?

D: Product Show for Graduate Colloquium
· Can email reps to ask for sponsorships 
· They will get $50-$100 from them
· Lots of work involved 




9. Coffee for payday socials

· Currently, we order the Bad Boy coffee brand from from Casa del Cafe
· Can place the order by emailing them or calling. 
· This isn’t an issue at the moment, because we have a lot of coffee left. 


Committee and Financial Reports 

1. Treasurer’s Report from Razvan:

0. Currently -$47.55 in the bank account
0. Checks are still being processed.
0. We should have a few hundred dollars in the bank once everything is settled

Meeting Closing

Next Meeting: Send out doodle poll to current active Grad Caucus members to schedule next meeting 

Adjournment: Meeting adjourned by chair at 5:30pm.
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