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Molecular Biology and Biochemistry Graduate Caucus Meeting Minutes 
May 23rd 2014

Attendance

Present: Evan Quon (emq1@sfu.ca), Lyssa Martin (lyssam@sfu.ca), Mette Lethan (mlethan@sfu.ca), Julie Shay (jshay@sfu.ca), Bruno Grande (bgrande@sfu.ca).

Absent: Vilaiwan Fernandes (vfernand@sfu.ca), Tirthadipa Pradhan (tpradhan@sfu.ca), Jesper Johansen (jjesper@sfu.ca), Michael Ungerer (mua1@sfu.ca), Thea Van Rossum (tva4@sfu.ca), Kaylee Magee (kem3@sfu.ca).

Calls to Order and Appointments

Call to Order: The meeting was called to order at 5:00 pm in SSB 6176. 

Appointment of Chair: Lyssa Martin was chair at the meeting. 

Appointment of Secretary: Lyssa Martin was secretary at the meeting.

New Business

1. MBB Spring Colloquium Debrief

· Things that went well:
· 112 people! Through emails and visiting labs each day Jesper Evan and Lyssa were able to collect all the money beforehand! Biggest attendance ever!
· Catering it ourselves was way cheaper and everyone liked the food more. Having a sandwich bar seemed to be a big hit. Lunch this year cost only half of last year
· Website was a great addition and added a level of professionalism and allowed us to keep our emails to the department a lot shorter! Great spot to put pictures and will use again next year.

· Things we can improve for next year:
· Prizes need to be organized more in advance and discussed with MBB office. For the non-Bruce Brandhorst prizes they will need to be GIFT CARDS ONLY. However, they can be gift cards to anywhere we/the winner wants.
· Coordinate judging further in advance so have a bigger chance of getting more judges with busy faculty members. 
· Ensure one judge sees ALL the posters and one judge sees ALL the 5 minute talks and one judge ALL the 15 minute talks. They can be the deciding vote if there are a couple people tied/close for 1st place.
· Booked IRMACS soon for next year! The IRMACS staff say people are already booking for next spring now
· Need to make sure to start the coffee REALLY early in the morning (or buy it from Tims) because people showed up ~ half hour before start of colloquium and the coffee wasn’t ready yet

2. Pancake Breakfast (May 16th 2014)

· Seems to be getting more and more successful, will continue beginning of each semester
· Items typically needed in addition to regular payday social stuff:
· 4 boxes of 905g Aunt Jemima Pancake Mix (MUST BE “just add water” version)
· TONS of fruit (raspberries, blueberries, bananas, strawberries)
· 2/3 whipped cream containers
· 2/3 boxes of juice
· Syrup (giant tub from Costco lasts ~ 3 socials)
· Gluten free / vegan free / nut free pancakes
· Griddles, measuring cups, ladles, waffle makers, whisks and bowls
· Some items are great to purchase at nesters (pancake mix, whipped cream, juice) but the fruit is REALLY expensive there in large quantities. Best if someone can pick up fruit the day before at Costco /  Superstore

Committee Reports 

None

Financial Motions

1. Motioned that Lyssa be reimbursed $1218.53 for the pub bill for the colloquium dinner.  Moved by Evan, seconded by Mette. Motion carried with one abstention (Lyssa).

2. Motioned that Kaylee be reimbursed $83.52 for pancake breakfast items. Moved by Bruno, seconded by Julie. Motion carried unanimously.
  

Closing

Next Meeting: Unknown

[bookmark: _GoBack]Adjournment: Meeting adjourned at 5:45 pm.

Minutes: Note that minutes will be sent to all departmental grad students and to airo@sfugradsociety.ca and help@sfugradsociety.ca.
