Page 1 of 3
		Page 2 of 3

Page 3 of 3
Molecular Biology and Biochemistry Graduate Caucus Meeting Minutes 
April 4th 2014

Attendance

Present: Evan Quon (emq1@sfu.ca), Lyssa Martin (lyssam@sfu.ca), Jesper Johansen (jjesper@sfu.ca), Mette Lethan (mlethan@sfu.ca), Michael Ungerer (mua1@sfu.ca), Julie Shay (jshay@sfu.ca), Kaylee Magee (kem3@sfu.ca), Thea Van Rossum (tva4@sfu.ca).

Absent: Vilaiwan Fernandes (vfernand@sfu.ca), Bruno Grande (bgrande@sfu.ca), Tirthadipa Pradhan (tpradhan@sfu.ca)


Calls to Order and Appointments

Call to Order: The meeting was called to order at 5:00 pm in SSB 6176. 

Appointment of Chair: Lyssa Martin was chair at the meeting. 

Appointment of Secretary: Kaylee Magee was secretary at the meeting.


New Business

1. Coffee Socials

· Willie Davidson is looking into allowing us to use the cupboards in the 6th floor eating area for our coffee social stuff now that the new coffee maker needs the space we are currently using. Need to get a locksmith in to access these cupboards


2. MBB spring colloquium updates, planning and progress

· Abstracts:
·  deadline originally March 28th – 31 abstracts submitted (14 15-minute talks; 6 5-minute talks; 11 posters)
· Extended abstract deadline for posters only until today – 4 more posters added
· Will need to select 10/12 out of 14 minute talks, don’t have time for all
· Lyssa will send out all 15 minute talks abstracts (with names removed!) and everyone needs to read them and rank them from 1 (best) to 14 (least best) by NEXT FRIDAY. Selected presenters will then be notified.
· 

· Atrium in Applied Science (below IRMACS) booked for Poster Session
· Free to book, but have to pay for facilities to set up poster boards
· Price will depend on how long it takes to set up
· Poster boards 4X6 feet

· Tickets: need to start selling!
· Need to sell ~90 tickets to pay for event (5$ each)
· Evan and Jesper will go round door to door selling
· Lyssa will send out ticket template
· Kaylee will send MBB email announcing ticket sales
· Kaylee will make sure to invite office staff to pub night
· Ticket sale money should be able to be stored at office in locked cabinet?

· Need to recruit judges for talks and posters
· Can be faculty or post-docs
· Lyssa check with Lynne and Bruce about judging 15 minute talks
· Everyone contact faculty about the possibility of judging and report back!
· Hopefully poster judges will only have to judge 5 each
· Want same judges for all 15 minute talks or 5 minute talks for consistency

· Scheduling
· 15 minute talks get 3 minutes for questions – 18 minutes
· 5 minute talks get 2 minutes for questions – 7 minutes
· Lyssa going to finalize schedule and send out to selected talk presenters

· Food
· Plan to do Costco run ~ 1 week before and buy non-perishable items
· Evan may be buying some items in the US that have a big discount
· Will need to go to Costco probably day before and buy perishables
· Will be making sandwiches/veggie platters the night before


Committee Reports 

1. TSSU 

Michael gave an update on TSSU activities:

· Make sure to report any health and safety issues to facilities.
· We received an update from the Flexible Education Taskforce, which is promoting new, online learning opportunities.  TSSU is concerned about the logistics of online work-hours and payment.  In any case, a technological overhaul of education at SFU is likely in the near future and the TA's role will need to be redefined.  
· The Joint Committee, formed by representatives of the TSSU and the employer, SFU, engaged in a process that "was intended as an extension of the last round of bargaining.  In that regard it is not determinative of the positions of either party in relation to the upcoming round of bargaining."  The TSSU's Joint Committee report can be accessed from the TSSU website 
· Joint Committee Report:  http://www.tssu.ca/2014/02/25/joint-committee-report-released/

Financial Motions

· None
  

Closing
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Adjournment: Meeting adjourned at 6:15 pm.

Minutes: Note that minutes will be sent to all departmental grad students and to airo@sfugradsociety.ca and help@sfugradsociety.ca.

	

 
