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Molecular Biology and Biochemistry Graduate Caucus Meeting Minutes 
March 7th 2014

Attendance

Present: Evan Quon (emq1@sfu.ca), Lyssa Martin (lyssam@sfu.ca), Jesper Johansen (jjesper@sfu.ca), Metta Lethan (mlethan@sfu.ca), Michael Ungerer (mua1@sfu.ca), Bruno Grande (bgrande@sfu.ca), Julie Shay (jshay@sfu.ca), Tirthadipa Pradhan (tpradhan@sfu.ca), Kaylee Magee (kem3@sfu.ca).

Absent: Thea Van Rossum (tva4@sfu.ca), Vilaiwan Fernandes (vfernand@sfu.ca).


Calls to Order and Appointments

Call to Order: The meeting was called to order at 5:00 pm in SSB 6176. 

Appointment of Chair: Lyssa Martin was chair at the meeting. 

Appointment of Secretary: Kaylee Magee was secretary at the meeting.


New Business

1. Intramural Sports 

· Considering setting up a set gym time for MBB members with rotating sports. Undergraduate Razvan Cojocaru visited grad caucus to discuss idea.

· Lyssa to check with Chem Grad Caucus to see if they might be interested as well

2. Coffee Socials

· Need someone to keep track of labs participating in pay day socials: reminding them to bring food, confirming what dates they are happening, etc.

· Everyone needs to take turns filling the coffee for pay day socials: start ~8:45am for a 10:00am social start, bring 1L of milk and 1L of cream (will be reimbursed)

· Lyssa motions for new position called “Social Coordinator”. Responsibilities will be managing the pay day socials, coffee, and snacks for any departmental presentations. Kaylee seconded motion and motion passes unanimously. Official election will occur next meeting after position is advertised. Mette designated as interim Social Coordinator until election is held.


[bookmark: _GoBack]3. MBB spring colloquium updates, planning and progress

· 0 abstracts submitted so far – three weeks left

· Bruno to update website to include Starsted logo ($100 sponsor of event). Kaylee to then send out email with abstract reminder and website link.

· Possible venues for poster session (IRMACS not available):

· MBB Department: wouldn’t need poster boards, not very bright, attendees might just go back to their labs
· Chemistry Atrium: would need poster boards, quite small, close to labs
· Halpern Centre: Fairly big, requires their own catering, need poster boards 
· AQ/Saywell Hall Atrium: Fairly close to IRMACS, would need poster board
· Applied Science Atrium: Closest to IRMACS, might not need to move coffee, would need poster boards
· AQ/Saywell Hall and Applied Science Atriums seem most plausible. Lyssa to look into cost/availability of booking these atriums for the poster session

· Lunch: Going to be build your own sandwich bar
· We need to bring ~200 buns. Jesper talk to Cobbs bread
· Lyssa has Food Safe, and registering us for Health Permit
· Will need to slice veggies and cheese and meats for the event
· Need to price out costs of veggies/cheese/meats at various stores
· Possibility of US run? Might save enough money to merit the cost of gas

· Dinner still planning to be at the pub


Committee Reports 

1. TSSU 

· Michael gave an update on TSSU activities.  Goals for new collective agreement (current agreement expires in April) include adjusting the language of the agreement to give more seniority to graduate TAs, more TA training, and making open the list of applicant grad student and hired grad students for each TA cycle.


Financial Motions

· None
  

Closing

Next Meeting: April 4th at 5:00pm 

Adjournment: Meeting adjourned at 6:15 pm.

Minutes: Note that minutes will be sent to all departmental grad students and to airo@sfugradsociety.ca and help@sfugradsociety.ca.

	

 
