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Molecular Biology and Biochemistry Graduate Caucus Meeting Minutes 
February 13th, 2014 

Attendance

Present: Evan Quon (emq1@sfu.ca), Lyssa Martin (lyssam@sfu.ca), Jesper Johansen (jjesper@sfu.ca), Metta Lethan (mlethan@sfu.ca), Michael Ungerer (mua1@sfu.ca), Thea Van Rossum (tva4@sfu.ca), Bruno Grande (bgrande@sfu.ca), Vilaiwan Fernandes (vfernand@sfu.ca), Julie Shay (jshay@sfu.ca).

Absent: Tirthadipa Pradhan (tpradhan@sfu.ca), Kaylee Magee (kem3@sfu.ca).


Calls to Order and Appointments

Call to Order: The meeting was called to order at 5:00 pm in SSB 6176. 

Appointment of Chair: Lyssa Martin was chair at the meeting. 

Appointment of Secretary: Michael Ungerer was secretary at the meeting.


New Business

1. MBB departmental updates 

· Regarding graduate student courses, MBB is considering an overhaul of the current colloquium-for-credit scheme.  New organization and scheduling of colloquiums are under consideration.  For instance, a bioinformatics-friendly colloquium has been suggested as MBB currently lacks one.  

· Grad caucus discussed ways of increasing attendance at the MBB departmental colloquiums.  Suggestions included (1) adding the titles of papers, or subjects of colloquiums, to the subject headings of emails to attract more attention and (2) introducing the concept of colloquiums to students in MBB 801 and encouraging attendance.

· It was suggested that MBB should update the 'Job Postings' page on the departmental website.  

· Lyssa introduced the idea of grad caucus involvement in the formal recruitment of students to the SFU MBB. 

2. MBB spring colloquium updates, planning and progress

· Jesper has received a sponsorship pledge of $100 from Perry Gezi of Sartsedt for the MBB colloquium, scheduled for April 2014.  He will arrange the deposit into grad caucus' trust fund.  In return for this pledge, grad caucus will include the Sarstedt logo in colloquium brochures and a powerpoint slide to be displayed during the event.  Bruno will update the colloquium website with the Sarstedt logo.

· Jesper and Lyssa will meet the Dean of Science, Dr. Claire Cupples, to discuss financial support for the MBB spring colloquium.

· Grad caucus must email the link to the colloquium website to the department ASAP.  

· Grad caucus members will continue to request sponsorship from life science companies.  

· Vil will discuss the logistics of hosting the seminar speaker with Nagisa Inoue.  

· Lyssa suggested preparing food on the night before the colloquium to help minimize expenses.  

· Grad caucus must decide on the location of the dinner after the colloquium (Highland pub, DAC?).  Grad caucus must also finalize a schedule for the colloquium's talks, poster sessions, and keynote address.  

Committee Reports 

1. TSSU 

· Michael gave an update on TSSU activities.  TSSU bargaining for a new collective agreement is set to commence in the near future as the current collective agreement expires on April 30, 2014.  

2. DGSC 

· Lyssa gave an update on DGSC activities.  She informed grad caucus that new guidelines for supervisory committees are in preparation, and presented a draft to grad caucus. 

Financial Motions

· Motioned that Lyssa be reimbursed $64.36 for items for the caucus-run coffee socials.  Moved by Jesper, seconded by Evan. Motion carried with one abstention (Lyssa).
  

Closing

Next Meeting: Undecided

[bookmark: _GoBack]Adjournment: Meeting adjourned at 6:15 pm.

Minutes: Note that minutes will be sent to all departmental grad students and to airo@sfugradsociety.ca and help@sfugradsociety.ca.

	

 
