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Molecular Biology and Biochemistry Grad Caucus Minutes					
January 10th 2014, SSB 6176

Attendance

Present: Evan Quon (emq1@sfu.ca), Lyssa Martin (lyssam@sfu.ca), Jesper Johansen (jjesper@sfu.ca), Metta Lethan (mlethan@sfu.ca), Michael Ungerer (mua1@sfu.ca), Kaylee Magee (kem3@sfu.ca), Thea Van Rossum (tva4@sfu.ca), Bruno Grande (bgrande@sfu.ca), Vilaiwan Fernandes (vfernand@sfu.ca)

Absent: Tirthadipa Pradhan (tpradhan@sfu.ca)
  

Calls to Order and Appointments

Call to Order: The meeting was called to order at 5pm in SSB 6176. 

Appointment of Chair: Lyssa Martin was chair at the meeting. 

Appointment of Secretary: Kaylee Magee was secretary at this meeting.

Approval of Agenda: Moved to adopt the agenda as presented by Lyssa. Seconded by Kaylee. Decision carries unanimously.

Approval of Minutes: Moved to approve the minutes of the last meeting as written (no amendments were requested) by Jesper. Seconded by Kaylee. Decision carries unanimously.

 
New Business

1. Welcome Pancake Breakfast
a. Just completed this morning, again very successful! Will plan to do at the beginning of each semester.
b. Currently have syrup and some pancake mix leftover. Will probably need to buy additional pancake mix to be sure we have enough.
c. Only other things needed for each semester: putting up flyers and sending out emails to department; bringing griddles and ladels and bowls; setting up plates and knives and forks; buying whipped cream, fruit, and juice.


2. MBB Annual Colloquium
a. Colloquium Date set for April 25th 2014. Tentative abstract deadline March 28th. 
b. Approximately ~100 people last year, predicting similar attendance this year. 
c. GSS funding application for colloquium was due January 2nd and submitted by Lyssa. Budget and schedule taken primarily from last years funding submission.
d. Tentatively planning to do our own vegetable and fruit trays to save money; researching other caterers besides Nesters for sandwiches and snacks that may be cheaper
e. Thinking of charging $5 - $10 for tickets, possibly splitting the day / dinner into two tickets that can be purchased separately to get a better idea of how many people will be going to the pub after for food costs
f. Guaranteed 15 minute talk and $50 prize for the best abstract submitted by a postdoc. Also $50 prize for best undergraduate poster. Both will encourage full departmental participation.
g. Prizes tentatively set for 5 minute talks at $100 (1st), $50 (2nd) and $25 (3rd); 15 minute talks at $250 (1st), $100 (2nd) and $50 (3rd); posters at $250 (1st), $100 (2nd) and $50 (3rd).
h. Gift cards for 3rd place from last year still around somewhere? Could be reused.
i. Responsibilities to be completed in January/February:
1. Book IRMACS (Thea)
2. Contact keynote speaker Tom Daniels (Vil)
3. Set up Colloquium website (Bruno)
4. Set up web survey for abstracts (Vil)
5. Contact vendors and department for potential funding (Lyssa)
6. Talk to Chemistry about borrowing their coffee urn (Jesper)
7. Talk to Cobs bread about potentially catering/providing snacks (Jesper)
8. Book April 25th for our keynote speaker so no one else invited (Lyssa)


3. Codes
a. Code to get into the new lock on SSB 6176: 14253
b. Code for printing Grad Caucus documents on departmental printers: 566






Committee Reports

1. GSS Representative: 
a. Position still available
b. Semester Meeting dates: Jan 22nd, Feb 12th, March 19th, and April 16th all from 12:30pm to 3:00pm. $50 per meeting
c. Mette to sent out email regarding GSS position availability to all grad students


Financial Motions

1. Moved that the MBB Grad Caucus reimburse Lyssa Martin $9.00 for pancake batter for pancake breakfast social. Moved by Kaylee, seconded by Vil. Motion carries with one abstention (Lyssa).

2. Moved that the MBB Grad Caucus reimburse Lyssa Martin $27.11 for candy for the Halloween social. Moved by Kaylee, seconded by Mette. Motion carries with one abstention (Lyssa).


Closing

Next Meeting: February 7th 2014 at 5:00pm in SSB 6176

Adjournment: Meeting adjourned at 6:20 pm.

Minutes: Note that minutes will be sent to all departmental grad students and to airo@sfugradsociety.ca and help@sfugradsociety.ca.

