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Molecular Biology and Biochemistry Grad Caucus Minutes					
November 15th 2013, SSB 6176

Attendance

Present: Evan Quon (emq1@sfu.ca), Lyssa Martin (lyssam@sfu.ca), Jesper Johansen (jjesper@sfu.ca), Metta Lethan (mlethan@sfu.ca), Michael Ungerer (mua1@sfu.ca), Kaylee Magee (kem3@sfu.ca).

Absent: Vilaiwan Fernandes (vfernand@sfu.ca), Tirthadipa Pradhan (tpradhan@sfu.ca), Aarti Sriram (asa40@sfu.ca).
  

Calls to Order and Appointments

Call to Order: The meeting was called to order at 5pm in SSB 6176. 

Appointment of Chair: Lyssa Martin was chair at the meeting. 

Appointment of Secretary: Kaylee Magee was secretary at this meeting.

Approval of Agenda: Moved to adopt the agenda as presented by Lyssa. Seconded by Metta. Decision carries unanimously.

Approval of Minutes: Moved to approve the minutes of the last meeting as written (no amendments were requested) by Lyssa. Seconded by Kaylee. Decision carries unanimously.

 
New Business

1. Molecular Cloning Workshop
a. Ziwei considering running this workshop, 4-5 sessions total at 3 hours each, looking for ideas/input from the caucus. Lyssa will pass on our thoughts.
b. We agree this would be useful and would have grad student interest
c. We suggest the workshop occur yearly in the summer semester, primarily for graduate students and technicians
d. We recommend the cost be approximately $100
e. We suggest a core section of lessons on broadly useful techniques such as primer design, mutagenesis, and making competent cells, and a lesson that varies each year with more a more specialized technique, such as Crispr mutagenesis.
2. MBB Christmas Party
a. Officially December 3rd at 2:30pm at the pub
b. Office staff taking care of door prizes and food/drink ordering through the pub
c. We need to sell tickets (stubs provided by pub) and determine party games
d. Deadline for selling tickets set at November 29th
e. Games ideas:
1. Crossword – Molecular Biology theme
2. Sherrades – Molecular Biology words
3. Cookie/Forehead games like last year
4. Match game – fill in the blank word from a sentence
5. Headbands – Guess the professor and pop culture word

3. MBB Colloquium
a. GSS funding deadline for next year’s MBB Colloquium on January 2nd. Lyssa will start filling out
b. Need to invite keynote speaker soon. Everyone responsible for sending Lyssa one speaker idea by next Friday
c. Planning to have colloquium late April/early May at IRMACS like last year
d. Could have colloquium on a Friday so the keynote speaker could combine with the Friday seminar series.

Committee Reports

None.

Treasurer Update

1. Core funding current at $580.00, with $42.26 in an MBB trust account.
2. $116 in a TD account that needs signing authority changed to Lyssa and Jesper. 

Financial Motions

1. Moved that the MBB Grad Cauces reimburse Evan Quon $30.00 for purchasing pumpkins for the Halloween social. Moved by Michael, seconded by Jesper. Motion carries with one abstention (Evan).



Closing

Next Meeting: Friday December 6th at 5:00 pm.

Adjournment: Meeting adjourned at 6:15 pm.

Minutes: Note that minutes will be sent to all departmental grad students and to airo@sfugradsociety.ca and help@sfugradsociety.ca.

