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Molecular Biology and Biochemistry Grad Caucus Minutes					
October 18th 2013, SSB 6176

Attendance

Present: Evan Quon (emq1@sfu.ca), Vilaiwan Fernandes (vfernand@sfu.ca), Lyssa Martin (lyssam@sfu.ca), Jesper Johansen (jjesper@sfu.ca), Metta Lethan (mlethan@sfu.ca), Michael Ungerer (mua1@sfu.ca), Kaylee Magee (kem3@sfu.ca).

Absent: Tirthadipa Pradhan (tpradhan@sfu.ca), Aarti Sriram (asa40@sfu.ca).
  

Calls to Order and Appointments

Call to Order: The meeting was called to order at 5pm in SSB 6176. 

Appointment of Chair: Lyssa Martin was chair at the meeting. 

Appointment of Secretary: Kaylee Magee was secretary at this meeting .

Approval of Agenda: Moved to adopt the agenda as presented by Lyssa. Seconded by Jesper. Decision carries unanimously.

Approval of Minutes: Moved to approve the minutes of the last meeting as written (no amendments were requested) by Lyssa. Seconded by Kaylee. Decision carries unanimously.

 
New Business

1. Election of Grad Caucus Committee Members
a. President:  Lyssa Martin. Motioned by Jesper, seconded by Vil. Decision carries unanimously.
b. Treasurer: Jesper Johansen. Motioned by Evan, seconded by Metta. Decision carries unanimously.
c. Secretary: Kaylee Magee. Motioned by Lyssa, seconded by Michael. Decision carries unanimously.
d. Departmental Graduate Studies Committee Representative (A): Lyssa Martin. Motioned by Metta, seconded by Jesper. Decision carries unanimously.
e. Departmental Graduate Studies Committee Representative (B): Jesper Johansen. Motioned by Vil, seconded by Metta. Decision carries unanimously.
f. TSSU Steward: Michael Ungerer. Motioned by Kaylee, seconded by Vil. Decision carries unanimously. 
g. Graduate Student Society Representative: Position still vacant.

2. MBB Halloween Pumpkin Carving Social
a. November 1st at 10am in the SSB atrium, to overlap with the payday social being put on at that time by the Paetzel lab
b. Tim Hortons gift cards for best carved pumpkins ($30 for 1st place, $20 for 2nd place, $10 for 3rd place). Voting to take place at the social and carving to happen the day before
c. No prizes for best costume since very few people dress up
d. Responsibilities: Print flyers (Kaylee), purchase Tim Hortons gift cards (Jesper), set up survery for labs to sign up for a pumpkin (Lyssa), pick up and distribute pumpkins (Evan). 

3. MBB Christmas Party
a. Tentatively Friday December 6th? Many people leave the week after to travel home for holidays.
b. MBB Office has already sent out survey to determine whether people would prefer bowling, curling, or a pub social.
c. Tentatively planning on using tickets as we did last year for $5 but it includes one drink. It was a good way to encourage people to come.
d. Responsibilities: Talk to the office staff about results of the survery, tickets, and funding (Jesper)

4. Welcome Pancake Breakfast
a. Very successful this semester. Decided to try this in the spring semester as well since new graduate students begin then too.
b. Have many ingredients / supplies left over so should be fairly easy to set up again. PA system probably not necessary.

5. Conferences / Colloquiums
a. Possible opportunity for $1500 funding from the American Society for Cell Biology if we team up with UBC to organize a regional conference: http://www.ascb.org/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=952&Itemid=442. Deadline to apply December 2013. Meeting can be held any time within one year of funding approval.
b. GSS funding deadline for next year’s MBB Colloquium on January 2nd.
Committee Reports

None.

Financial Motions

None.

Closing

Next Meeting: Friday November 15th at 5:00 pm.

Adjournment: Meeting adjuourned at 6:10 pm.

Minutes: Note that minutes will be sent to all departmental grad students and to airo@sfugradsociety.ca and help@sfugradsociety.ca.

