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Molecular Biology and Biochemistry Grad Caucus
Meeting Minutes (draft until approved)					
(December 15th, 2013, SSB)

Attendance
Present: Tirthadipa Pradhan (Treasurer, GSS rep; tpradhan@sfu.ca), Julie Rodriguez (TSSU rep; julie_rodriguez_pike@sfu.ca), Jesper Johansen, Vilaiwan Fernandes (secretary; DGSC B; vfernand@sfu.ca), Lyssa Martin and Kaylee Magee.

Absent with prior notice: Laura Hilton (chair; DGSC A; lkh@sfu.ca)
  

Minutes
1. Call to Order
	The meeting was called to order at 5pm in SSB.

2. Appointment of Chair – Julie Rodriguez was chair at the meeting. 

3. Appointment of Secretary – Vilaiwan Fernandes was secretary at this meeting 

4. Approval of Agenda
Moved to adopt the agenda as presented.
Moved by: Julie 
Seconded by: Vilaiwan 
Decision: Carries Unanimously

5.  Approval of Minutes
Moved to approve the minutes of the last meeting as written (no amendments 
were requested)
Moved by: Julie  
Seconded by: Tirthadipa 
Decision: Carries Unanimously

 







6. Business

1. Annual Grad Colloquium planning
Venue:
· IRMACs has agreed to host the colloquium but we are waiting to hear back on availability during the week of April 22nd and on cost.  
Deadlines:
· Decided on abstract submission deadline: February 15th 
Keynote speaker:
· It is still unclear what the funding situation is for a Keynote speaker. Perhaps the department will be willing to show more financial support since Max Nachury won’t be able to visit till the next academic year at the earliest. 
· Peter Unrau had a list of Nobel laureates who he suggests though Lyssa as candidates for keynote speakers. However, he wished to know that the caucus had secured funding prior to sharing the list and wanted us to promise to host / “entertain” the speaker during their visit
· This raised a few concerns about whether a Nobel laureate is the best candidate for a keynote speaker because in all likelihood he/she would need to sit through an entire day of student lectures in addition to giving a talk.
· Vil will contact Jennifer Lippincott-Schwartz to find out her availability and explain that we’re interested in hosting her. 
Prizes:
· The Bruce Brandhorst scholarship will award $300 (cash) to the best speaker and ($200) to the best poster. 
· Grad caucus felt the poster prize was overvalued and suggested a $100 prize for the best poster and $100 for the runner-up for best talk.


7.      Next Meeting Time
All caucus meetings this semester will be held on the second Tuesday of each month at 5pm in the SSB fishbowl. 

8.  Adjournment
	The meeting was adjourned at 5:30pm. 

Note that minutes should be regularly sent to airo@sfugradosciety.ca and help@sfugradsociety.ca 

