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Molecular Biology and Biochemistry Grad Caucus
Meeting Minutes (draft until approved)					
(December 12th, 2012, SSB)

Attendance
Present: Tirthadipa Pradhan (Treasurer, GSS rep; tpradhan@sfu.ca), Julie Rodriguez (TSSU rep; julie_rodriguez_pike@sfu.ca), Laura Hilton (chair; DGSC A; lkh@sfu.ca), Jesper Johansen, Vilaiwan Fernandes (secretary; DGSC B; vfernand@sfu.ca), Lyssa Martin and Eric Hall.
  

Minutes
1. Call to Order
	The meeting was called to order at 5pm in SSB.

2. Appointment of Chair – Laura Hilton was chair at the meeting. 

3. Appointment of Secretary – Vilaiwan Fernandes was secretary at this meeting 

4. Approval of Agenda
Moved to adopt the agenda as presented.
Moved by: Laura 
Seconded by: Tirthadipa 
Decision: Carries Unanimously

5.  Approval of Minutes
Moved to approve the minutes of the last meeting as written (no amendments 
were requested)
Moved by: Laura  
Seconded by: Julie 
Decision: Carries Unanimously

 







6. Old Business

1. Annual Grad Colloquium planning
Possible venues:
•           Somewhere free: IRMACs (Vil will look into this further)
•	Poster/talk format, perhaps some 5 minute talks to encourage junior  
              students
•	Depending on abstract submissions we may still hold workshops
•           Decided on abstract submission deadline: January 30th
•           Keynote speaker: Dipa will speak to the department about the seminar 	committee paying for a keynote speaker. Last year we were able to get 2 
              great keynote speakers because they were friends with a member on caucus 
              and lived in Washington state. We did not have to pay for accommodation or  
              airfare.
•           Keynote speaker options: Lyssa will get a list of (high profile) speakers who 
             agreed to give talks for the president’s dream colloquium this fall but were 
             unable to do so because of scheduling issues.  If affordable, the caucus would 
             like to invite Jennifer Lippincott-Schwartz.

1. Joint social with chemistry and/ or biology. 
Each caucus agreed to spend $250 towards the social. We think we came under because we charged for alcohol. After all the bills were settled we got back $165 from Chemistry.

7.	New Business
	
a. DGSC report
      •      Faulty want to improve departmental seminar turnout. The following were discussed:
· Different time for the seminar- Many seem to agree that Friday afternoon at 3:30pm is a bad time to host the departmental seminars. 
· Donuts- There is enough money to provide donuts but to date no one has been willing to purchase these. Caucus has volunteered to do this (with department funds). 
· Sub-seminar series of high profile (e.g. Howard Hughes fellows) speakers once or twice every semester. 
· 
b. Budget for 2012/2013 year
· Budget seems to have been reduced by 35%.
· Last year we received $2000 instead of $1100 last year. GSS error.
· We are not being asked to return funds but we are not getting extra this year. 
· We only have $115 or core funds but $800 in the trust account.

c. MBB Christmas party
· We will contribute $150
· Held at the Pub from 2-6pm on the first Wednesday of December 
· Good turn out and participation in games
· Promotion: personal invitations like we did for the school year kick-off social
· Games: Minute to win it- Split the department into a few teams each with a few students, PIs and techs. 
· Estimate 60-80 people.


8.         Committee reports:
a. GSS update:
The GSS decided unanimously to reduce or completely stop the use of videoconferencing in future for technical problems such as video and audio quality. Among other changes they elected Amina Rai as the new Executive director position.They have also approved additional compensation for the former Interim OFO and also the Benefit Plan fund scheme with Dejardins was being discussed.

b. TSSU update:
After several days of mediation and job action by the TSSU, a tentative agreement was reached on November 21st. This agreement includes a general posting site for TA positions and a priority system for all grad students over undergrads and externals. The agreement was voted on and ratified on November 29th. As part of the agreement there will be retroactive payment for the wage increase to May 2012 from SFU, details still to follow. A meeting is being held on December 14th to go over the implementation of the new collective agreement.

9.	Financial Motions 

Moved that MBB Grad Caucus reimburse Vilaiwan Fernandes ~$29.09 from trust fund for expenses incurred for candy for the Halloween social.
Moved by: Tirthadipa
Seconded by: Laura
Motion carries with one abstention (Vilaiwan Fernandes)

Moved that MBB Grad Caucus reimburse Jesper Johansen $ 98.95 for fruit platters and alcohol from trust fund, for expenses incurred for the Halloween social.
Moved by: Vilaiwan
Seconded by: Tirthadipa
Motion carries with one abstention (Jesper Johansen)

Moved that MBB Grad Caucus reimburse Laura Hilton $114.05 from core caucus funding ($62.27 for pumpkins for Halloween social and $51.76 for cream and sugar for pay-day socials) 
Moved by: Julie
Seconded by: Vilaiwan
Motion carries with one abstention (Laura Hilton)

10.       Next Meeting Time
All caucus meetings this semester will be held on the second Tuesday of each month at 5pm in the SSB fishbowl. 

11. Adjournment
	The meeting was adjourned at 6pm. 

Note that minutes should be regularly sent to airo@sfugradosciety.ca and help@sfugradsociety.ca 

