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Molecular Biology and Biochemistry Grad Caucus
Meeting Minutes (draft until approved)					
(October 10th, 2012, SSB)

Attendance
Present: Tirthadipa Pradhan (Treasurer, GSS rep; tpradhan@sfu.ca), Aarti Sriram, Julie Rodriguez (TSSU rep; julie_rodriguez_pike@sfu.ca), Laura Hilton (chair; DGSC A; lkh@sfu.ca), Jesper Johansen, Vilaiwan Fernandes (secretary; DGSC B; vfernand@sfu.ca), Lyssa Martin, Shanker Shyam Sundhar Panchapakesan and Will Eisbrenner.
  
Absent: Kyla Hingwing, Maryam Rahnama, Sharan Swarup

Minutes
1. Call to Order
	The meeting was called to order at 5pm in SSB.

2. Appointment of Chair – Laura Hilton was chair at the meeting. 

3. Appointment of Secretary – Vilaiwan Fernandes was secretary at this meeting 

4. Approval of Agenda
Moved to adopt the agenda as presented.
Moved by: Laura 
Seconded by: Julie 
Decision: Carries Unanimously

5.  Approval of Minutes
Moved to approve the minutes of the last meeting as written (no amendments 
were requested)
Moved by: Laura  
Seconded by: Julie 
Decision: Carries Unanimously

 






6. Old Business

1. Annual Grad Colloquium planning

Peter Unrau was unable to attend the caucus meeting but met separately with Dipa and Laura. He would like to figure out a way to encourage every grad student in the department to participate in the colloquium (this could even be poster). To make this more feasible, he suggested that the colloquium be held off campus so that faculty and students are forced to allocate an entire day to attending the meeting.  
We are not sure if our budget will permit it. We will look into possible support from the GSS.

Possible venues:
· Burnaby lake rowing pavilion (close to Sperling)
· Shadbolt Centre
· Vancouver public library 
· Halpern centre (on campus)
· IRMACs (on campus)

Strategies discussed for improving grad student participation:

Long-term:
· Incorporate colloquium participation into the MBB 801 grading system. 
· Get people in positions of authority to set out the expectations of attendance and participation. 

Immediate/ Short-term:
· Members of the caucus talk to other people. 
· Get guest judges. 
· Draw prize for people that attend each talk. 
· Advertize the colloquium with giant signs in eating area



1. Seminar speaker invitations
2 seminar speakers have agreed to come.  Peter Novick (February 22nd) and Ram Dasgupta (22nd march). 
Still need to find a keynote speaker for the Grad Colloquium. Jack Szostak? 
Max Nachury also got back to Laura after Peter Novick and Ram Dasgupta agreed to come. Laura will convince the faculty to allow the grad students to host 3 speakers rather than 2. 

1. Joint social with chemistry and/ or biology. 
In conjunction with Chemistry, Jesper helped organize a joint social in the chemistry atrium. All appropriate licenses etc. were obtained and it appears the ban on joint socials has been lifted. The social was a lot of fun with a good turnout. We had underestimated how many MBBers would attend and ran out of beer at the social (a first in MBB history)

1. Tri-council application workshops 
MBB has ~7 applications which it can forward on to the university elimination round. This year only 7 people applied and most utilized the writing workshop. 
Undergrads who were applying were not aware of the workshops. We will consider letting including undergrads in the mailing list next year. However, organizing the workshops, even for the small group that eventually applied this year, did take a fair amount of planning and Vilaiwan was reluctant to open this service to undergrads without additional departmental support/ benefit.
All students who participated found the workshop beneficial to improving their applications.

7. Next Meeting Time
All caucus meetings this semester will be held on the second Tuesday of each month at 5pm in the SSB fishbowl. 

8. Adjournment
	The meeting was adjourned at 6pm. 

Note that minutes should be regularly sent to airo@sfugradosciety.ca  and  help@sfugradsociety.ca 

