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Molecular Biology and Biochemistry Grad Caucus
Meeting Minutes (draft until approved)					
May 5, 2012 in the Fishbowl, SSB 6178

Attendance 
Present: Michael Chou (Chair), Julie Rodriguez (TSSU Rep), Laura Hilton (Secretary), Kyla Hingwing, Vilaiwan Fernandez, Tirthadipa Pradhan (Treasurer), Jesper Johansen

Absent: Maryam Rahnama (DGSC B), Sharan Swarup (DGSC A) 

Minutes
1. Call to Order
The meeting was called to order at 11:00 am. 

2. Appointment of Chair – Michael agreed to chair the meeting.  

3. Appointment of Secretary – Laura will act as secretary. 

4. Approval of Agenda
Moved to adopt the agenda 
Moved by: Laura
Seconded by: Julie
Decision: Carries unanimously

5.  Approval of Minutes
No amendments were brought forward for the minutes of the last meeting. 
Moved to approve the minutes of the last meeting (March 9, 2012). 
Moved by: Julie
Seconded by: Kyla
Decision: Motion carries unanimously

6. Old Business
a. Colloquium Review
While this year’s grad colloquium ran smoothly and we had outstanding keynote speakers, turn out for colloquium was poor. Attendance was poor from both faculty and students. Dr. Lynne Quarmby and Dr. Peter Unrau attended our meeting to provide some feedback and suggestions for future colloquium events. We agreed that we would like to make Colloquium a more attractive, prestigious event so that both speakers and audiences are motivated to participate. 
Comments from Lynne & Peter: 
· Trainee colloquium – invite post-docs explicitly
· Get an MBB trainee list that includes grad students and post-docs
· Coffee room on the 7th floor
· A “lure” for all students – stress “motivationally” 
· Better generalization of talks – They’d be willing to give us some guidelines for talks
· Split up the poster session so that certain posters are manned at different times
· Faculty workshops that give students feedback on their presentations BEFORE colloquium; applying early for the opportunity to give a talk, and selection by faculty members
· Monthly grad seminars
· Recognize students (trainees and faculty that have “kicked ass” in the last year
· Help students recognize that they’re part of an elite group of students
· Keep a typed document about colloquium and how to run it
· The use of common space and equipment – communicating to grad students the importance of correctly knowing how to use equipment
b. Colloquium Finances
· Michael reviewed the spending for colloquium and noted that we were nearly exactly on budget. 
· Caucus voted on reimbursement for the expenditures made (see financial motions) 
· Michael will request reimbursement for lunch, purchased at Nester’s for $470.31, directly from the Dean of Science Office, who offered up to $500 in support for colloquium. 
· Michael will also request reimbursement from the Department of MBB, who offered up to $500 in support, for the pre-colloquium dinner (Spring Garden, $200.46) and the pizza (Stan’s Pizza Joint, $300). 
	Funding Source
	Budget
	Actual

	MBB Grad Caucus Core Funds
	$500
	$505

	GSS Grant
	$750
	$749.09

	MBB Department
	$500
	$500.46

	Dean of Science
	$500
	$470.31





7. Financial Motions 

Moved that MBB Grad Caucus reimburse Michael Chou $749.09 for Special occasion license ($25), Sushi (Ichibankan $108.86), Prizes for students (Pricesmart, $300), Beverage (BC Liquor, $315.23) from the GSS grant.
Moved by: Julie
Seconded by: Kyla
Decision: Motion carries with one abstention (Michael Chou)

Moved that MBB Grad Caucus reimburse Michael Chou $232.49 for Food and Beverage (Costco, $226.51) and Ice (Esso, $5.98) from MBB Graduate Caucus Core Funds.
Moved by: Laura
Seconded by: Vil
Motion carries with one abstention (Michael Chou)

Moved that MBB Grad Caucus reimburse Laura Hilton $65.81 from Core Funds, for the purchase of coffee from Tim Hortons for the grad colloquium. 
Moved by: Kyla
Seconded by: Dipa
Motion carries with one abstention (Laura Hilton)

Moved that MBB Grad Caucus reimburse Vilaiwan Fernandes $206.70 for expenses incurred on behalf of the guest keynote speakers ($52.50 for gas from Shell, $82.20 for ferry transportation, $72 for dog boarding). 
Moved by: Michael
Seconded by: Laura
Motion carries with one abstention (Vilaiwan Fernandes)

8. Next Meeting Time
MBB Grad Caucus will meet again June. 

10. Adjournment
The meeting was adjourned at 11:50 am. 


