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Molecular Biology and Biochemistry (MBB) Graduate Caucus Meeting Minutes
February 20th 2015, SSB 6178

Attendance 

Present: Lyssa Martin (lyssam, President); Evan Quon (emq1, Social Events Coordinator); Kaylee Magee (kem3, Secretary and DSGC A rep); Jesper Johansen (jjesper, Treasurer and DGSC B rep); 

Absent: Zohreh Sharafianardakani (zsharafi, TSSU rep); Saeideh Shamsi Kazem Abadi (sshamsik, GSS rep).

[bookmark: _GoBack]Meeting Calls to Order, Appointments, and Approvals

Call to Order: The meeting was called to order at 2:30 pm in SSB 6178. 

Appointment of Chair: Lyssa Martin was chair at the meeting. 

Appointment of Secretary: Kaylee Magee was secretary at the meeting.

MOVE to Approve February 20th 2015 Agenda: Motioned by Kaylee, seconded by Jesper. Motion passes unanimously.

MOVE to Approve January 9th 2015 Meeting Minutes: Motioned by Jesper, seconded by Evan. Motion passes unanimously.

Business

1. MBB Graduate Colloquium on April 14th 2014 at IRMACS

1A: Budget/Funding
· Lyssa will contact MBB department and Dean of Science office for potential funding
· Hoping to have a budget very similar to last year

1B: Judging
· Kaylee wrote up judging email and Lyssa sent out to all MBB faculty – no one replied!
· Need to send out reminder email to faculty next week

1C: Keynote Speaker
· Lyssa has narrowed keynote speaker options to four local people:
· Patrick Keeling http://www3.botany.ubc.ca/keeling/index.html
· Naomi Fast http://www.botany.ubc.ca/people/naomi-fast
· Curtis Suttle http://www.ocgy.ubc.ca/~suttle/?p=home
· Rachel Fernandez http://www.microbiology.ubc.ca/%3Cnolink%3E/fernandez-lab
· Caucus Members sent rankings in to Lyssa via email before meeting. Fernandez and Keeling were the most popular.
· Reasoning discussed for selection of one keynote from the list above include: similarity of speaker’s research to research in our own department, uniqueness of speaker’s topic compared to other seminar speakers we have seen recently, time constraints each speaker may have, interest of speaker’s topic to a general biology/mbb audience

MOVE to invite Naomi Fast from UBC as our keynote speaker for the Colloquium. Motioned by Lyssa, seconded by Evan. Motion carries unanimously.

· We still have an option to invite professors to be a Friday seminar speaker. The grad caucus still has at least one invite for 2015 available.  We hope to invite Rachel Fernandez after the seminar is over.

1D: Abstract Submission:
· Call for abstracts needs to be sent out next week. Kaylee to generate websurvey and recycle email calling for abstracts from last year.
· Colloquium Website from last year on the SFU conferences page needs to be updated to use again this year. Bruno can probably do that?
· Tentative abstract deadline is Monday March 16th
· Undergrads and post-docs can also apply to give talks or posters

Committee Reports 

None
 
Financial Motions

1. MOVE that Kaylee Magee be reimbursed $70.85 from Core Caucus Funding for purchasing food and drink items for the MBB Pancake Breakfast held on January 23rd 2015. Motioned by Jesper, seconded by Lyssa. Motion carried with one abstention (Kaylee Magee). 

Meeting Closing

Next Meeting: Time and place still to be decided.

Adjournment: Meeting adjourned by chair at 2:55 pm.

Minutes: Minutes will be sent to all departmental grad students and to airo@sfugradsociety.ca and help@sfugradsociety.ca.
