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Molecular Biology and Biochemistry (MBB) Graduate Caucus Meeting Minutes
January 9th 2015, SSB 6178

Attendance 

Present: Lyssa Martin (lyssam, President); Evan Quon (emq1, Social Events Coordinator); Kaylee Magee (kem3, Secretary and DSGC A rep); Jesper Johansen (jjesper, Treasurer and DGSC B rep); Bruno Grande (bgrande); Julie Shay (jshay); Razvan Cojocaru (rca40); Zohreh Sharafianardakani (zsharafi, TSSU rep); Saeideh Shamsi Kazem Abadi (sshamsik, GSS rep).

Absent: None

Meeting Calls to Order, Appointments, and Approvals

Call to Order: The meeting was called to order at 5:00 pm in SSB 6178. 

Appointment of Chair: Lyssa Martin was chair at the meeting. 

Appointment of Secretary: Kaylee Magee was secretary at the meeting.

MOVE to Approve January 9th 2015 Agenda: Motioned by Kaylee, seconded by Jesper. Motion passes unanimously.

MOVE to Approve November 18th 2014 Meeting Minutes: Motioned by Jesper, seconded by Evan. Motion passes unanimously.

Business

1. MBB Graduate Colloquium on April 14th 2014 at IRMACS

1A: Poster Contest
· Problem last year: very pressed for time with posters and talks all in one day AND since the poster session went long and several people left early and didn’t attend the dinner AND poster boards were very expensive
· Proposed Solution: Hold the poster session on the day before. Posters could be up all day but presenters would only be at their poster for ~ 2 hours. 
· Got opinions from faculty and decided to keep posters on the same day 

1B: Judging
· Need to put a call out for judging ASAP – request first to all faculty via email
· Kaylee has draft judging call written – will forward to Lyssa
· Need to decide if we want a head judge to make final decisions?
· Will extend offer of judging to all MBB Associate Faculty too – the more the better!
1C: Keynote Speaker
· Need to invite keynote speaker ASAP!
· Want to invite someone locally this year since date is already fast approaching
· Everyone send Lyssa ideas via email and then we can vote at the end of the week

1D: Abstract Submission (Electronic):
· Want to send out call for abstracts in February
· Will need to have submission site (off of SFU Conferences) like last year running by then
· Updating Colloquium Website should be minor since much of the info is still the same
· Bruno will help update Colloquium Website and Kaylee can set up Submission Survey

2. Pancake Social on January 23rd at 10:00 am

· Don’t need to send out a reminder about it – enough people come as is!
· Lyssa to bring griddles and supplies and borrow griddle from Laura Hilton
· Kaylee to buy food and drink (pancake batter, fruit, whipping cream, etc)
· Evan to start cooking at 9:00am and bring his waffle maker
· Everyone else to help set up and clean up

Committee Reports 

1. Treasurer’s Report (By Jesper)

· We currently have $893.34 in our core caucus funding account. There have been no withdrawls since September 2014.
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Financial Motions

1. MOVE that Lyssa Martin be reimbursed $109.88 from Core Caucus Funding for purchasing items for the MBB Christmas Party. Reimbursements are from two receipts, one for $32.77 and one for $77.11. Motioned by Zoreh, seconded by Julie. Motion carried with one abstention (Lyssa Martin). 


Meeting Closing

Next Meeting: Next month, time and place to be decided.

Adjournment: Meeting adjourned by chair at 5:25 pm.

Minutes: Minutes will be sent to all departmental grad students and to airo@sfugradsociety.ca and help@sfugradsociety.ca.
