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Molecular Biology and Biochemistry (MBB) Graduate Caucus Meeting Minutes
November 18th 2014, SSB 6178

[bookmark: _GoBack]Attendance 

Present: Lyssa Martin (lyssam, President); Evan Quon (emq1, Social Events Coordinator); Kaylee Magee (kem3, Secretary and DSGC A rep); Jesper Johansen (jjesper, Treasurer and DGSC B rep); Bruno Grande (bgrande); Julie Shay (jshay); Razvan Cojocaru (rca40).

Absent: Thea Van Rossum (tva4); Nishanth Marthandan (nmarthan); Alekhya Josyula Venkata (ajosyula); Zohreh Sharafianardakani (zsharafi, TSSU rep, regrets sent); Saeideh Shamsi Kazem Abadi (sshamsik, GSS rep).


Meeting Calls to Order, Appointments, and Approvals

Call to Order: The meeting was called to order at 5:00 pm in SSB 6178. 

Appointment of Chair: Lyssa Martin was chair at the meeting. 

Appointment of Secretary: Kaylee Magee was secretary at the meeting.

MOVE to Approve November 18th 2014 Agenda: Motioned by Kaylee, seconded by Jesper. Motion passes unanimously.

MOVE to Approve October 10th 2014 Meeting Minutes: Motioned by Jesper, seconded by Evan. Motion passes unanimously.

Business

1. MBB Christmas Party on December 2nd 2014 at the Highland Pub

1A: Tickets
· Nagisa in the office has made and printed tickets ($5 each, includes one drink ticket)
· Only a few caucus members are going to give out tickets since last year it was difficult to keep track of who had paid and how many tickets were sold when 6-9 people from caucus were all selling tickets
· Tickets are on sale at the office OR from Evan OR Lyssa in their labs
· Kaylee and Evan and Jesper will go lab to lab selling tickets soon
· Need to know approximate number of attendees one week before to let the pub know
· Caucus members and office staff will need to collect tickets at the door and hand out name tags at the beginning of the event

1B: Games and Entertainment
· Pictionary
· Reassembling puzzles of fluorescent images
· Movie Sherrades
· Family Feud (Might need to send out websurvey beforehand)
· Identifying name/artist/year of short clips of songs
· Ordering the timeline of landmark papers or science events
· Price is Right style guessing of prices at Science Stores
· Crossword puzzle
· Cookie game! May be a good final tiebreaker if two teams are close

2. MBB Graduate Colloquium on April 14th 2014 at IRMACS

2A: Poster Contest
· Problem last year: very pressed for time with posters and talks all in one day AND since the poster session went long and several people left early and didn’t attend the dinner AND poster boards were very expensive
· Proposed Solution: Hold the poster session on the day before. Posters could be up all day but presenters would only be at their poster for ~ 2 hours. 
· Pros: Would relieve time constraints the next day and avoid rush to print certificates for poster session winners during the dinner. May not need to judge and eliminate abstracts since more time to listen to talks.
· Cons: Would need to provide coffee, snacks, and possible lunch for two days instead on one. Less people may come and some people would need to give up experiment time on two days instead of one. 
· Outstanding Question 1: Where to hold poster session? One idea is the area between MBB and Biology and TASCII (near the ramp and stairs with concrete walls) on 6th 7th and 8th floors because lots of wall space and light. Predict ~12 posters per floor so 36 posters could fit. Could also extend briefly into TASC II and Bio if needbe.
· Outstanding Question 2: How much food to provide? Would we bring lunch?
· Will need to decide ASAP so we can call for talks and posters in January and assign judges

2B: Judging
· Need to put a call out for judging ASAP once it is decided if the Colloquium is 1 or 2 days
· Want ~3 judges per poster and min 2 judges per talk
· Last year in the poster session judging was difficult because not all judges saw all posters. One idea is to have a “head judge” that could make a final decision if posters were closely ranked like last year
· For the posters it could be more efficient if all judges saw the poster presentation at the same organized time
· Depending on talk distribution may need separate judges for 5 and 15 min talks
· Will extend offer of judging to all MBB Associate Faculty too – the more the better!
· Will need to coordinate judging packages earlier this year (February?)

Committee Reports 

None

Financial Motions

None

Meeting Closing

Next Meeting: Next month, time and place to be decided.

Adjournment: Meeting adjourned by chair at 5:40 pm.

Minutes: Minutes will be sent to all departmental grad students and to airo@sfugradsociety.ca and help@sfugradsociety.ca.
