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Molecular Biology and Biochemistry (MBB) Graduate Caucus Meeting Minutes
October 10th 2014, SSB 6178

Attendance 

Present: Evan Quon (emq1, Social Events Coordinator); Lyssa Martin (lyssam, President); Kaylee Magee (kem3, Secretary and DSGC A rep); Jesper Johansen (jjesper, Treasurer and DGSC B rep); Zohreh Sharafianardakani (zsharafi, TSSU rep); Saeideh Shamsi Kazem Abadi (sshamsik, GSS rep).

Absent: Thea Van Rossum (tva4); Nishanth Marthandan (nmarthan); Julie Shay (jshay); Razvan Cojocaru (rca40); Alekhya Josyula Venkata (ajosyula); Bruno Grande (bgrande, regrets sent).

Meeting Calls to Order, Appointments, and Approvals

Call to Order: The meeting was called to order at 5:00 pm in SSB 6178. 

Appointment of Chair: Lyssa Martin was chair at the meeting. 

Appointment of Secretary: Kaylee Magee was secretary at the meeting.

MOVE to Approve October 10th 2014 Agenda. Motioned by Kaylee, seconded by Saeideh. Motion passes unanimously.

MOVE to Approve September 5th 2014 Meeting Minutes. Motioned by Jesper, seconded by Evan. Motion passes unanimously.

Business

1. Caucus positions for Fall 2014

· Lyssa deciding to stay President for Fall 2014 semester. Will revisit possibility of new president in Spring 2015.
· No other graduate students expressed interest in the Social Events Coordinator despite an email circulated to all grad students on September 5th 2014. Evan Quon is the only candidate.
· MOVE to approve Evan Quon as the acclaimed Social Events Coordinator of MBB Grad Caucus for Fall 2014. Motioned by Saeideh, seconded by Jesper. Motion passes with one abstention (Evan Quon).

· Current MBB Graduate Caucus Executive:

President: Lyssa Martin (lyssam@sfu.ca)
Treasurer: Jesper Johansen (jjseper@sfu.ca)
Secretary: Kaylee Magee (kem3@sfu.ca)
DGSC Representatives: A) Kaylee Magee (kem3@sfu.ca)
         B) Jesper Johansen (jjesper@sfu.ca)
TSSU Representative: Saeideh Shamsi Kazem Abadi (sshamsik@sfu.ca)
GSS Representative: Zohreh Sharafianardakani (zsharafi@sfu.ca)
Social Events Coordinator: Evan Quon (emq1@sfu.ca)

2. MBB Colloquium for 2015

· IRMACS has been booked for the entire day on April 14th 2014. Both past departmental chair Bruce Brandhorst and current departmental chair Lynne Quarmby are available on this date and have been notified to save the date.

3. MBB Halloween Social

· Kaylee set up and sent out a websurvey asking labs if they want to participate. Survery due date Friday Oct 24th
· Evan will collect pumpkins Tuesday, October 28th and deliver them to participants Wednesday, October 29th
· Pumpkin judging will happen at the payday social Friday October 31st. Participants have been notified in the survey they need to bring their own candles
· Morin lab needs to be notified to bring Halloween candy

4. MBB Grad Caucus Website

· [bookmark: _GoBack]Kaylee has contacted chemistry grad caucus and gotten information on how they set up their website and the formats they use
· SFU ID needs to be sponsored to host a SFU domain name (max 8 letters e.g. mbbgc@sfu.ca), cost is $25 per year. Kaylee has forms to apply.

5. Fundraising ideas

5A: Selling lab notebookes and lab pens for MBB 308 and 309

· Lyssa investigating prices of medium-quality lab notebooks. Canadian suppliers ~ $5 each but Chinese supplier ~$1 each if you buy 1000 in bulk
· Assuming ~150 students between the two classes we should recoup the purchasing costs from the Chinese supplier in 1 semester and then would have several semesters of profit
· Need to investigate if we would need to borrow money to make bulk purchase
· Dr. Peter Unrau for 308 and Dr. Irina Kovaloyova for 309 are on board, Lyssa and Kaylee in discussions with them about their preferences for the notebooks
· If purchasing plan is feasible once pricing estimates are final we will need to discuss the idea with the department


5B: 50/50 tickets at main social events (e.g. Christmas Party)

· We would need class D gaming license for gaming under $5000. Requires paperwork but lasts for ~ 6 months. Person with gaming license would need to be present for draws.

6. Redesign of MBB Common Area

· Department is considering redesigning main eating/lounging areas on the SSB 6th and 7th floors and would like grad student input
· Lyssa suggests the following changes:
· Removal of couches in 6th floor eating area and replacing with tables and booths
· Addition of bar height round tables and chairs in kitchen area for pay day socials
· Addition of single seating along walls with narrow bar height tables against walls
· Presence of more outlets to make space more function for work
· More signs reminding undergrads 6th and 7th floors are staff/grad areas
· May need to research prices/availability of desired furniture

Committee Reports 

1. GSS Report (by Zoreh)

· GSS providing caucus workshops on October 16th and 17th from 1:00pm to 2:00pm in GSS boardroom. One caucus member from each caucus member should attend. 
· Zoreh, Lyssa, and Kaylee possibly interested. Kaylee has RSVP’d to the GSS AIRO on behalf of the caucus to the Oct 17th session.

Financial Motions

1. MOVE that Kaylee Magee be reimbursed $54.75 from Core Caucus Funding for purchasing food/drink for the welcome back pancake breakfast. Purchases include $48.93 on September 18th 2014 and $5.82 on September 19th 2014.  Motioned by Zoreh, seconded by Lyssa. Motion carried with one abstention (Kaylee Magee). 

Meeting Closing

Next Meeting: Next month, time and place to be decided.

Adjournment: Meeting adjourned by chair at 6:30 pm.

Minutes: Minutes will be sent to all departmental grad students and to airo@sfugradsociety.ca and help@sfugradsociety.ca.
