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REACHiIng ‘Our Common Home’

(Building Pathways from Research to Action)

Earlier this month, Nia Pazoki traveled to Rome in support of our continuing engagement with
worldwide educators, researchers, faith leaders, and community organizations committed to
shaping a coordinated and compassionate response to the challenges of migration through higher
education. ‘Our Common Home: Transformative Education for Refugee Children and Youth’
thematically framed the conference that was held as part of a three-year global project convened
by Villanova University and partner institutions ( https://migrationandacademia.org/about-the-
project/ ). Throughout three days of plenary sessions, working groups, poster presentations, and
lightning talks, participants co-created the first drafts of ‘Action Plans’ that will guide ongoing
collaboration across institutions and communities. Highlights of the event included a private
audience with Pope Leo XIV, Cardinal Czerny’s liturgy at St. Peter’s Basilica, and the blessing
of Timothy Schmalz’s sculpture of St. Frances Cabrini. These moments embodied both the
urgency and the hope that frame this collective effort.
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Nia presented the Knowledge Synthesis Grant (KSG) Scoping Review, co-authored with Dr.
Ching Chiu Lin, Dr. Inna Stepaniuk, Dr. Robert Williamson, which examined inclusive and
trauma-informed educational practices for refugee and newcomer students. She shared how these
findings informed the development of Woven Futures, a community-engaged research
initiative. Her talk traced the project’s evolution from systematic review to practice, identifying
what worked and what required re-imagining in an ongoing process to mobilize research findings
into ‘on the ground’ support for displaced children.

During the conference, Nia personally shook hands with Pope Leo XIV, who spoke about the
“globalization of indifference” and the ethical imperative for scholars and institutions to act with
empathy, humility, and practical engagement. His call to ground research in lived experience and
community resonated deeply with REACH’s mission and with the spirit of Our Common Home.

Beyond her presentation, Nia connected our REACH partnership with attending international
NGOs, scholars, and institutions representing both public and private contexts. Beyond the
conference, Nia and REACH has committed to a continued relationship with this project in the
coming years, extending our core belief that we are ‘stronger together’ in finding solutions to the
incredibly complex educational challenges faced by this growing population.




Woven Futures Expands!
(Woven Futures: Building Pathways Through Art, Storytelling, and Wellbeing)

Congratulations to MOSAIC for success in funding the expansion of this incredible, co-created
program! Building on Woven Futures I and II, we are thrilled to announce that Woven Futures III (led
by MOSAIC) has been awarded significant funding through an extremely competitive grant program
(TBA once made public by the funding source). This funding source enables Woven Futures to expand
into four community sites across British Columbia. The expansion allows for dedicated leadership
support within MOSAIC and features the implementation and efficacy evaluation of a new ‘Train-the-
Trainer Toolkit” under development and funded separately through a CERi Graduate Fellowship.
Together, Woven Futures III will expand the program locally in BC while exploring the efficacy of an
expanded leadership capacity and instructional tools needed for program growth and sustainability.

The “grass roots’ partnership between MOSAIC, REACH, and New Westminster School District
continues to represent an amazing amount of selfless teamwork focused solely on the wellbeing of
student participants. Woven Futures has a heartbeat and ‘lives’ through an emotional commitment to the
students that engage in the program. This heartbeat is felt by all as we unite in common purpose. In
Woven Futures, staff, students, and community are truly united in partnership to envision and realize our
common future. REACH cannot be more thrilled and honoured to continue in partnership with our
amazing colleagues as we support more students to envision and achieve their dreams.

*#%4 special thanks and congratulations go out to Ailed Duarte, Teresa Larrea Correa, Nia Pazoki, and
all from MOSAIC, REACH, and NWSS who'’s dedication in forming this successful funding application
led to this opportunity and without whom, this project could not exist@! Thank you all for extending
your talents and dedication to this effort.



REACHing More through Research Impact!
(Congratulations to Dr. Inna Stepaniuk & Mr. Olabanji Onipede!)

Congratulations to Inna and Olabanji on the publication of their important new study examining
how federal immigration and provincial education policies in British Columbia address the needs
of refugee students with dis/abilities. This important research uncovers persistent gaps between
policy intentions and the lived realities of these students. Their work reveals how current
approaches, though framed as inclusive, can unintentionally reinforce inequities. This impactful
contribution advances critical dialogue on how Canada’s education systems can more effectively
support complex, marginalized learners. Congratulations and thank you both for your incredible
hard work... This is truly work that matters!

e Stepaniuk, I. & Onipede, O. (2025) Fostering inclusive futures: Advancing equity in
education policy making for refugee students with disabilities. Critical Policy Studies. 1-
16. https://doi.org/10.1080/19460171.2025.2555390

REACHing Canadian RCD’s through Art!

(Congratulations to Dr. Susan Barber!)

Congratulations to Dr. Susan Barber on the publication of her REACH: Pathways related study
exploring how art can bridge the long “silent year(s)” many newcomer children experience as
they adjust to new languages and cultures. Findings suggest that using art as a universal
language, students experience impactful cognitive and affective growth while scaffolding
academic learning. This impactful and practical article outlines replicable arts-based
programming thereby bridging academic research and practical applications in a way that
mobilizes findings in direct support of these complex children. Congratulations Dr. Barber and
thank you. This work makes a difference.

Barber, S. (2025). From silence to academic engagement: How refugee children with
disabilities access learning through inclusive “artful” schools in Canada. British Educational
Research Journal, 00(1), 1-31. https://doi.org/10.1002/berj.4148

Link to article: https://bera-journals.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/epdf/10.1002/berj.4148




REACHing Understanding in Context

We are delighted to share that our collaborative article, Translating Inclusion: A Relational
Framework of Inclusive Education in International Contexts, has been officially accepted for
publication in the International Journal of Inclusive Education. This work represents years of
shared dialogue, focus groups, trials across multiple national settings, and the countless formal
and informal contributions that shaped the relational framework at the centre of the piece.

As Robert noted in his message to the team, the framework exists because of the generosity and
insight each of you brought to this international project. Although he led the analysis and English
authorship, the ideas emerged from collective observation, relational practice, and the everyday
moments of learning, listening, and questioning that occurred as we traveled, collaborated, and
built this work together. In recognition of this, contributors became co-authors based on both
principle and practice.

This publication is an important milestone for REACH. It affirms that inclusion grows not from
isolated interventions but from sustained cross-context collaboration, shared curiosity, and a
commitment to relational ways of working. We extend sincere congratulations to Robert and to
every colleague whose voice and labour sit within the framework. We look forward to sharing
the published piece once it becomes available.

REACHIing Across Contexts at University College
London’s International Conference on Inclusive
Education

Earlier this year, Nia presented a poster at the UCL International Conference on Inclusive
Education, an experience that offered space to reflect on Woven Futures alongside diverse global
approaches to inclusion. In sharing her reflections with the team, Nia noted that the most
impactful sessions were those that grounded academic insight in simple, human stories. These
narratives reminded her that inclusion often begins in the quiet, relational exchanges that
communicate safety, attention, and care.

A recurring theme across sessions was belonging. Rather than presenting it as an endpoint,
speakers described belonging as an embodied, evolving experience shaped by time, space,
physical presence, and the quality of relationships. This framing resonated deeply with Nia’s
ongoing work, particularly the way Woven Futures fosters connection through shared activity,
‘attunement’, and a gentle awareness of how young people navigate new educational
environments after displacement.

Nia also reflected on the value of seeing international colleagues approach inclusion through
collaboration and reciprocity. Whether through co-created communication strategies, reflective



case studies, or practice-based research with students who have extensive support needs, the
conference reinforced the significance of working with learners rather than designing for them.

She returned with a renewed sense that inclusive practice is sustained not by grand structural
change alone, but by small, relational acts that accumulate into trust. The conference affirmed
that across contexts, the heart of inclusion remains in how educators, researchers, and
communities show up to listen, adapt, and learn alongside those they serve.



