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1: Overview

On January 19, 2011 the Engaging Diasporas in Development (EDD) convened the first
in its series of five public dialogues. 150 participants attended the dialogue.

Agenda

The dialogue was entitled Innovations in Poverty Reduction and Economic
Development and the agenda (see Appendix 1) covered three core themes:

(1) responding to basic needs through grassroots mobilizations,
(2) business and economic development, and
(3) tapping the potential: learning from the diaspora.

In order to frame the dialogue participants and members of the public were provided
access to a background paper -- Poverty and What to Do About It: A Briefing -- prepared
for the dialogue, by Dr. John Harriss, Director, School for International Studies at SFU
(see Appendix 2).

Media

The poverty briefing paper was part of a series of six blogs that were posted on the
Vancouver Observer site (see Appendix 3).

There were several members of the media present, including Kathleen Flaherty, who
is recording all five sessions for the CBC lIdeas series. In addition, Radio Canada
conducted interviews of francophone diaspora participants.

The event was webcast and a video recording of the event is available on the website
— http://www.sfu.ca/diasporas/event poverty reduction.htm. In addition, there was a
live Twitter feed - @SFU_Diaspora
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Summary of Proceedings

The dialogue was moderated by CBC radio personality Margaret Gallagher. Project co-
director Dr. Joanna Ashworth and academic lead Dr. James Busumtwi-Sam provided
introductions, with Dr. Ashworth providing background information on the project while
Dr. Busumtwi—-Sam drawing attention to some conceptual considerations underlying
discussions of diaspora and development.

The first substantive session of the dialogue focused on “responding to basic needs
through grassroots mobilization.” After a brief introduction to the topic by the
moderator, three ‘storytellers’ shared their experiences with the assembled participants.

The first, Kaye Kerlande, shared her experience as a second
generation Canadian of Haitian decent and her struggle to formulate a
meaningful response to the overwhelming disaster that befell Haiti in
January of 2010.

The second storyteller, Sumana Wijeratna,
described how she, as a Sri Lankan immigrant to
Canada, is able to leverage her local knowledge,
networks and experience in both Canada and Sri
Lanka to affect positive change through her work as a
development project manager and community
organizer.
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Finally, Lorie Corcuera of ENSPIRE shared her
experiences in organizing with other members of the
Filipino diaspora and partnering with an organization
in that country to create long-term housing solutions
for low income and marginalized families in Manila.

The floor was then opened to dialogue among participants. The
first session closed with a response from SFU professor of
Communications Dr. June Francis, who drew together cross-cutting
themes that connected the three women’s stories and comments
from other participants. Professor Francis highlighted the ways in
which being members of the diaspora informed participants’
perspectives on development and their ability and willingness to
actively redress poverty and deprivation.

The second session of the dialogue addressed “business
as economic development.” It began with opening
comments from the moderator, after which two
‘storytellers” conveyed their experiences. The first was
Miriam Egwalu, an immigrant to Canada from Uganda. Ms.
Egwalu shared her experience of returning to her country of
origin only to find a depth and extent of poverty that she
had hitherto not fully appreciated. She explained how she
began directly supporting a local woman without much
hope of engendering any lasting improvement in the
woman’s situation. When she returned one year later she
found the woman’s life (and those of the children in her
care) to have been significantly and enduringly improved.
She went on to explain how this inspired her to continue
directly engaging with children and adults in Uganda to help them access education and
establish small businesses.
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The second storyteller was Antonio Arreaga, Honorary Consul of
Costa Rica in Vancouver. Mr. Arreaga related to the dialogue
participants a number of sector-specific examples whereby
“Canadian know-how” was “tropicalized” to improve the
performance of Central American businesses. Furthermore, he
pointed out how these connections also helped generate jobs in
Canada and were of mutual benefit to all parties.

The session closed with a wide-ranging dialogue involving
numerous participants. Topics included the transfer of market knowledge from Canada
to developing countries, the effectiveness of small-scale projects, direct support to
individuals and the specific challenges facing diaspora youth.

The dialogue closed with comments from SFU professor of History and Latin American
Studies, Alexander Dawson. Professor Dawson invoked the Universal Declaration of
Human Rights (Article 5) to highlight
the responsibility of countries like
Canada to address poverty wherever
it is found. In so doing, he cautioned
the dialogue participants to avoid
placing responsibility for poverty
reduction at the feet of the diaspora.
While acknowledging the specific
knowledge and skills that diasporas
bring to bear, Professor Dawson
expressed discomfort with references
to “home” and the question “where
are you from?” He encourage the dialogue participants to avoid emphasizing the specific
to the exclusion of the general, and asked what role the diaspora might play in affecting
policy change both here in Canada and in the developing countries with which they
identify.
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2: Key themes and topics of discussion

Throughout the course of the dialogue numerous themes emerged. Participants drew
upon a diversity of experiences and backgrounds to inform discussions that branched out
from the core themes of the dialogue in a variety of directions. The following highlights
storyteller, respondent and participant contributions to the discussion.

The Trans-local

One of the core concepts being explored through the EDD Project in that of
“translocality” or ‘being’ and ‘acting’ in multiple locations simultaneously. One of the
dialogues storytellers, Sumana Wijeratna, made implicit reference to this phenomenon
while discussing her desire to make use of her networks and local knowledge in Sri Lanka
while working in Canada. Another storyteller, Antonio Arreaga, spoke about “building
bridges” between Canada and Central America, emphasizing the two-way nature of
traffic on those bridges. Umeeda Switlo of CUSO-VSO noted that, while all members of
the diaspora might experience the sense of connection to another place, each chooses
his or her own way to engage with that connection. Finally, in his closing remarks,
Professor Alexander Dawson downplayed the value of the word “home” while suggesting
the possibility that members of the diaspora are from “here” and “there” at the same
time.

Being Canadian Informs Views on Development

Professor June Francis characterized the situation of the diaspora in the developed
world as being surrounded by plenty while all too aware of the poverty that exists
elsewhere. She too suggested that the diaspora are a bridge between these two realities
and that “[the diaspora] strengthen and are strengthened by being Canadian.” Having
grown up amidst the Canadian plenty that Professor Francis described, Lorie Corcuera
described the ways in which her parents—themselves immigrants from the Philippines—
instilled in her the notion that she was very privileged and that others were not so lucky.
She credited her ongoing concern for the world’s poor to these early lessons. On the
other hand, as an adult immigrant to Canada, Sumana Wijeratna was already well aware
of the conditions in her country of origin (Sri Lanka). She described the challenge of
introducing the “Canadian way of working” to her partners in Sri Lanka, whilst not
impeding their ability to act independently.

Others highlighted how ‘being Canadian’ or perhaps ‘being Western” might misinform
one’s view on development. Hawa Mire of Point Youth Media pointed out that
Westerners who desire to “get involved” with development often do so with
preconceived notions of what development is and what the outcomes should be. In her
view, this approach undermines the agency of those who become the objects of
development. This is also true for the diaspora. James Kamau of Youth Initiative Canada
re-emphasized Ms. Mire’s point by suggesting that, when people in the diaspora go back
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to do work in their “home countries, they should go as students, not as teachers.” He
went on to challenge the notions of “knowledge transfer from here to there” and
reminded the dialogue participants to respect that “diasporas have local knowledge.”

Diasporas Affecting Development in Canada

In his welcoming comments, Professor James Busumtwi-Sam pointed out the
sometimes-neglected fact that diaspora activities overseas affect development in
Canada. He referred to a “looping effect” that several subsequent comments from
dialogue participants illustrated. Sumana Wijeratna, for example, suggested that the
work she and her husband do in raising money for projects and initiatives in Sri Lanka has
the effect of promoting unity among the Sri Lankan diaspora in Canada. Lorie Corcuera
noted that ENSPIRE sends Canadian students to volunteer in the Philippines, which at
one and the same time contributes to meaningful development projects in that country
while engaging young people and increasing interest in development initiatives here in
Canada. Antonio Arreaga noted that many of the efforts to promote business
development in Central America that he is involved with create jobs in Canada. Finally, in
his closing comments, Professor Alexander Dawson asked what role diasporas here in
Canada might play in changing Canadian policies with regard to our country’s role in
maintaining a global system characterized by inequality.

Small Scale Development

A recurrent theme throughout the dialogue was the effectiveness of small-scale
diaspora-led development initiatives. One of the evening’s storytellers, Miriam Egwalu,
recounted a touching story of providing a Ugandan woman with several children under
her care 100 dollars to open a shop. She recalled a having a degree of pessimism herself
that such a small sum of money could make any lasting difference in the lives of that
woman and the children. One year later she reconnected with the woman and found her
running a successful small business and sending the children to school. She has taken it
upon herself to support one or two women each year in a similar fashion and her
teenaged daughter works to sponsor one Ugandan child every month to buy a new
school uniform.

Amos Kambere of Umoja Compassion Society described a micro-finance system set up
by his organization that, with a humble capital base of one thousand dollars, has
provided loans to 30 Tanzanian women in three years. He recalled how his son had
raised 1000 dollars through dance events to build a mess hall for children in Uganda. He
contrasted projects like these with large-scale projects funded by organizations like CIDA,
which, in his opinion, funnel money to bureaucrats and officials while achieving very
little in terms of improving the lives of the poor.

Another example of small-scale development initiatives was provided by Sumana
Wijeratna, whose son raised 500 dollars and inspired a matching donation from the Sri
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Lankan community in Vancouver to provide clean drinking water to 15 families in Sri
Lanka. A volunteer with the African Canadian Continuing Education Society spoke about
buying a sewing machine for a woman in Kenya and being surprised when she parlayed
that assistance into a successful small business.

Kaye Kerlande shared with the dialogue participants her plans to set up a small micro-
finance project to provide 50-dollar loans for small commerce activity to Haitian women.
At the same time, Professor June Francis highlighted the importance of remittances and
called diasporas “the original micro-financers.” Professor Francis noted that in Jamaica,
remittances account for 13% of the country’s GDP.

Toward the end of the dialogue, James Kamau raised an important drawback of
having so many small initiatives. With so many organizations within the diaspora doing
such similar things, there is a lack of interconnection and instead of being partners in
development these organizations often become competitors. If they came together as a
collective, he suggested, they might be more successful in accessing funding from
organizations like CIDA.

The Importance of Local Partners

In sharing their experiences, several of the dialogue participants made reference to
their strong partnerships in the countries wherein their development work takes place.
Lorie Corcuera called her organization’s partnership with a Filipino NGO “essential” and
noted that it was this partnership that allowed them to focus in a high needs area and
carry out a long-term plan to relocate several families. Sumana Wijeratna spoke of the
importance of her partners who “share the same vision” and pointed out that in today’s
world, communication is no barrier to partnerships. Dr. Mohammad Igbal of the Maria-
Helena Foundation indicated that his informal partnerships with local “strong men” (land
owners, etc.) were essential to overcoming resistance from local Mullahs to using
mosques as classrooms for co-education.

Two non-diaspora development practitioners, one with a project in Liberia and
another involved with the African Canadian Continuing Education Society, highlighted
the importance of having local people as partners. The latter gentleman recounted his
organization’s move away from having a Canadian representative on the ground in
Kenya to having an entirely Kenyan administration team. This not only spoke to the
“credibility of the organization” in Kenya, but also served to bolster the credibility of the
organization in Canada, particularly in the eyes of potential donors.

Promoting Business Development from a Canadian Perspective

Professor June Francis contextualized the discussion of business promotion for
development by pointing out that businesses don’t just create jobs, they create dignity:
people who work for a living have greater self-esteem and a stronger sense of self-
worth. The diaspora, she noted, are in a particularly strong position to promote business
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development in developing countries. Professor Francis highlighted the example of the
Indian diaspora in the United States and its role in the IT boom that has been such an
important factor in India’s recent economic growth. She pointed out that diaspora have
intimate knowledge of the markets in at least two localities, and can therefore overcome
what marketers refer to as “the liability of foreignness.” She illustrated this point with
two examples: a spa in St. Lucia and a handicraft business in Jamaica. In both cases local
entrepreneurs and producers lacked sufficient knowledge of the demands of their
potential customers (primarily north American tourists). Through guidance from tourists
themselves, both businesses were able to refine their products and better serve their
customers wants. Though not strictly an example of diasporas promoting development,
these stories do illustrate the potential for diasporas to play a bridging role in facilitating
the flow of information and overcoming market failures.

Antonio Arreaga provided numerous examples of initiatives he had been involved
with that aimed to “tropicalize Canadians know-how.” These initiatives were intended to
improve the management and performances of Central American businesses through the
dissemination of best practices honed in Canada. Some involved training and skills
development for hoteliers and tourism operators in Central America. Mr. Arreaga also
spoke of an ICBC-sponsored initiative to promote road sense in Central America (where
the rate of traffic accidents is very high). As a member of the diaspora in Canada, Mr.
Arreaga has been acting as a conduit for the transfer of knowledge, and he is quick to
point out that this transfer is by no means unidirectional.

Family

Several participants noted the importance of family. Kaye Kerlande highlighted the
importance of family for members of the diaspora raised outside of the “home country”.
For her, her mother and grandmother acted as cultural teachers and it was their
teachings that allowed her to “evolve” and “be [her]self.” This knowledge and the
collaboration she has developed with her sister empower her to make meaningful efforts
to help the country with which she identifies (Haiti). As noted above, Umeeda Switlo
raised the point that, although all the members of her family feel a connection to the
diaspora and an interest in supported development overseas, each individual acts in her
own way. Professor June Francis characterized the diaspora connection as a “gift that
keeps on giving”: the connection continues from generation to generation.

Empowering Women

Although the dialogue did not explicitly focus on issues specific to women, all but one
of the evening story tellers were women and several of the stories and comments heard
throughout the evening highlighted the role of women in development. Dr. Muhammad
Igbal, founder of the Maria-Helena Foundation, shared his organization’s experience
with supplying bicycles to female teachers in Pakistan. He pointed out that in Pakistan it
can be difficult and indeed dangerous for women to travel independently between
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villages. Bicycles allowed these women to overcome these challenges. Dr. Igbal also
shared the experience of another organization working in Morocco to promote adult
education for women. He highlighted the importance of employing female teachers in
order to temper resistance from conservative circles.

Challenges Facing Young People

Towards the end of the dialogue two participants brought forward their concerns
regarding younger members of the diaspora. Hawa Mire, a co-founder of Point Youth
Media, noted that many young people have different views and perspectives on
development. Many young people, in her view, are looking for ways to connect with the
diaspora and to “get involved.” James Kamau, founder of Youth Initiative Canada, picked
up on this point and argued that many young people face negative perceptions when
they try to engage with development issues. According to Mr. Kamau, young people
often have difficulty accessing funding in many cases because the stipulations and
conditions attached to funding are inherently exclusive of young people. For example,
some funding agencies require that applicants already have substantial funding in place
before their application for further funding is approved.

Recognizing Diaspora Contributions to Development

A major objective of the dialogue and the EDD project is to highlight and bring
recognition to the contributions members of the diaspora make to international
development. Shaheen Naniji, co-director of the project, identified “sharing the stories”
as the first step in achieving better recognition and support. Professor June Francis noted
that a great deal of change has already occurred in that regard. She recalled having
raised the issue of diasporas to a CIDA conference some 20 years ago only to be greeted
with silence. The dialogue, in her view, was testament to how much has changed. At the
close of the dialogue, however, Professor Dawson posed a challenging question: by
focusing on the role of diasporas, are we transferring responsibility for development and
poverty alleviation away from humanity as a whole and the rich world in particular and
on to the shoulders of the diaspora?

3: Feedback

Dialogue participants were asked to provide feedback to the project team. The
feedback cards asked:

(1) ‘How did you hear about the dialogue?’,

(2) ‘What are the most important ideas that you are taking away with you tonight?’,
(3) ‘What would you have liked to see addressed but did not?’,

(4) ‘Do you have any recommendations for future dialogues?’ and

(5) ‘Comments’.
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The following will summarize feedback to questions 2, 3, 4 and 5.

What are the most important ideas that you are taking away with you tonight?

The most common response to this question (9 responses) indicated that the most
important idea participants came away with was that individuals can make important
impacts on development and/or that promoting development is “easier than | thought.”
The next most common response (3 responses) related to James Kamau’s comment that
members of the diasporas should “go as students, not as teachers.” Two participants
each listed the most important ideas as being ‘diasporas are not solely responsible for
development in their home countries’, ‘Canada’s policies and practices contribute to
creating poverty’, ‘the importance of dialogue and creating space/using IT for sharing
ideas’, ‘go around governments to reach people/listen to people to overcome
inefficiencies in aid’, ‘recognizing the contribution of diasporas’ and ‘new
ideas/connecting to the diaspora to help my own project’. Other responses included
“there is a lot of potential in Vancouver”, “the power of diversity”, “How can the
potential of diasporas be directed in a focused way?”, “questions about place/trans-
locality”, “the exchange of business ideas”, “the important work of SFU in engaging
diasporas”, “what can be done in the global south without giving money?” and
“diasporas create bridges. Development is two-way.” An additional comment stated that
the “goals were unclear”.

What would you have liked to see addressed but did not?

The most common responses to this question (4 responses) surrounded the question
of “how to proceed” or how to “achieve goals.” Two participants each responded that
they would have like to hear more about macro-level development rather than micro-
projects, that smaller group discussions organized according to region of focus would
have been helpful, how groups can connect, support and benefit from each other
outside of large forums like the dialogue and how to affect policy change in developing
countries. Other responses included ‘the problems faced by diaspora groups in
Vancouver’, ‘have any of these initiatives lead to institutional or systemic change in
Canada or developing countries?’, what does it mean to live translocally?’, ‘how can
NGOs connect to diasporas’, ‘more in-depth analysis of diaspora’ activities’, ‘the
language of “mainstream Canada” vs. diasporas was polarizing’ and ‘how to foster
diaspora connections’.

Recommendations for future dialogues

Dialogue participants produced a diverse set of recommendations. Two participants
recommended that more time be allocated for non-scheduled participation. Another
two suggested that the project team overbook the room further to anticipate no-shows.
One participant recommended a workshop on the logistics of aid projects, while another
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recommended workshops on “capacity building.” On the other hand, one participant
recommended less emphasis on projects and more on macro policies while another
recommended a more critical discussion. One participant recommended that future
dialogues be longer while another recommended that more time be given to academics.
One recommendation was that a more balanced and diverse set of viewpoints on
development should be heard and that the participants should be a more diverse group.
One participant recommended establishing a forum for diaspora activists in the lower
mainland and another that the next dialogue should address ‘how we can benefit from
each other’s experience.” One recommendation was that at the next dialogue,
representatives from funding agencies should be on hand to connect with people who
have projects in need of funding. A recommendation came from one participant to raise
awareness of organizations involved in micro-finance and another that discussions
should focus on diasporas and private sector development. Another suggested that the
UN-style conference room was too intimidating and that a more humble setting would
be preferable. A participant recommended that paper use could be reduced if program
details were all made available online and another recommended that discussions of
politics, personal beliefs and religion should be avoided.

Comments

Comments from participants were overwhelmingly positive, with 10 of 15 comments
containing some form of ‘thank you’ or ‘job well done’ statement. Other comments
included appreciation for the closing comments presented by Professor Alexander
Dawson, an appeal for more attention to “social enterprise” and “fair trade”, a request
for contact information from members of the diaspora, a request for more discussion
time and a recommendation that the discussion be “more diaspora specific”.

11
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Dialogue Purpose

his dialogue is part of an ongoing public engagement series that examines the unique role of the diaspora

resident in Vancouver who are committed financially and personally to development activities in the global
south. Diaspora-driven development efforts have a powerful impact in the global south that reverberates here
in Metro Vancouver. While often informal or grassroots, these initiatives demonstrate the benfits and unique
strengthsof the diaspora - cultural awareness of communities of origin and residence, fluency working in dual
cultures, awareness of local issues and concerns (trans-local), and long-term personal commitment to projects
and communities.

This dialogue foregrounds the innovative ways diaspora-driven initiatives are contributing to poverty reduction
and economic development.
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6:30 pm Welcome, Setting the Stage for Dialogue on Diaspora in Development
+ Margaret Gallagher, CBC Radio Moderator
« James Busumtwi-Sam, Associate Professor of Political Science, Simon Fraser University
« Joanna Ashworth & Shaheen Naniji, Project Co-Directors, Simon Fraser University

Dialogue: What brings you here?
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« Lorie Corcuera, Enspire Foundation — Housing in the Philippines

Dialogue: Sharing Experiences of Diaspora in Development; What is the unique position of the diaspora to engage
in innovative poverty reduction initiatives?

Respondent: June Francis, Associate Professor, Faculty of Business Administration, Simon Fraser University

Business as Economic Development
« Miriam Megwalu, Investing in Small Business in Northern Uganda
« Antonio Arreaga, Connecting Across Sectors and Networks in Latin America

Dialogue: What are the potential benefits of diaspora business ventures in the economic well-being of Canada and
communities in the Global South?

Final Reflections: Tapping the Potential: Learning from the Diaspora

Respondent: Alexander Dawson, Associate Professor, Department of History and Director, Latin American
Studies, Simon Fraser University

8:30 pm Adjourn/Reception in Atrium
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not wish to be photographed or/and videotaped.
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Speakers

ANTONIO ARREAGA is a founding member of the Ethno Business Council of BC and the Canadian Latin American Business Association. He is also the
Director of Grupo Latino Americano de Exportaciones (GRULEX), Director of the Canadian Council for the Americas BC Chapter, Honorary Consul of Costa
Rica in BC, and recipient of the Capilano University Service President’s Award 2010.

JOANNA ASHWORTH is Associate Director for the Bolivia Community Economic Development project and advises community organizations throughout
BC on multicultural dialogue planning. She is a senior research associate at the Centre for Sustainable Community Development. Joanna is also co-director of
the Engaging Diaspora in Development: Tapping our Trans-local Potential for Change project.

JAMES BUSUMTWI-SAM is an Associate Professor specializing in International Relations and Comparative Development in the Department of Political
Science at SFU. His primary interests include International Organization, the Political Economy of Development and Security, and International Relations
theory. His regional specialization is African politics and development. He has published on international organizations and regional security, the political
economy of macroeconomic policy reform andfinancial liberalization in developing countries, and internationalfinancial institutions.

LORIE CORCUERA is a Co-Founder and Director of Enspire Foundation and has been an active member since its inception in 1999. She earned a BAin
Commerce and Business Administration from the University of British Columbia, where she served as the President of the Filipino Students Association
and Vice President of the Industrial Relations Management Club. She currently manages the Human Resources operations of a Vancouver based mobile
entertainment company. Through Enspire’s initiatives, individuals have the opportunity to grow themselves, whether through education, travel, or volunteer
work. For more details, please visit http://enspireme.org/

ALEXANDER DAWSON is an Associate Professor in the Department of History and Latin American Studies program at SFU. He earned a PhD in Latin
American History from SUNY-Stony Brook in 1997 and came to SFU in 2003 after spendingfive years at Montana State University. During his time teaching in
the US he also spent periods at the University of Florida and Yale University.

JUNE FRANCIS is an Associate Professor in the Faculty of Business Administration and an Associate of the Latin American Studies program at SFU. Her
interest include the determinants of export success for information technology and high technologyfirms, the role of cultural values stereotyping and
intergroup relations in business activities, and the policies that undermine the development of business in the global south, particularly in countries dfected
by security issues. Originally from Jamaica, June moved to Canada to earn her MBA at York University and to the United States to earn her PhD at University
of Washington.

MARGARET GALLAGHER is an award-winning writer and broadcaster. Her search for stories has taken her over mountains, down back alleys, and through
the heart of the city. She has been a regular part of CBC Radio One’s the Early edition since 2001. Last year, Margaret also took over the reins as the host of
Hot Air, Canada'’s longest running jazz program. Margaret graduated from SFU in 1990 with a degree in Anthropology and Sociology. She has a keen interest
in community and development issues.

KAYE KERLANDE was born and raised in Montreal and moved to Vancouver 10 years ago. Her parents are Haitians and she has learned her cultural heritage
from her family. Kaye founded Hearts Hands Minds for Haiti to raise funds and awareness for the people siffering in Haiti following the earthquake one year
ago. For more details, please contact kerlandes@gmail.com.

MIRIAM MEGWALU emigrated from Uganda to Canada in 1996. She is the mother of three girls and very passionate about the care, nutrition and
upbringing of children. She works in a pharmaceutical firm that specializes in natural vitamins and minerals as a senior quality assurance inspector. After
visiting her village in Northern Uganda in 2005 for thefirst time since settling in Canada, she saw many mothers and grandmothers taking care of young
children with no resources and much adversity. She found a way to help.

SHAHEEN NANJI is Director of International Development and Faculty Engagement at SFU. She co-directs Engaging Diaspora in Development:
Tapping our Trans-local Potential for Change and oversees CIDA projects in China and Kenya. Shaheen is working on a Masters of Arts in International
Studies, with a focus on diasporic influences on development. Born and raised in Nairobi, Kenya, Shaheen moved to Vancouver in 1989 and hasfirsthand
understanding of the ways diaspora communities seek to give back to their birth nations.

SUMANA WIJERATNA is an urban planner from Sri Lanka. She has been the Project Manager at the International Centre for Sustainable Cities (ICSC) and has
worked as a project specialist in sustainable community development projects for many years in Sri Lanka. She recently founded the VanLanka Community
Foundation as a way to involve the larger community in her activities. For more details, please visit http://vanlanka.com/index.html

Next dialogue in the series: Upcoming Diaspora Leaders Workshop: Stay updated with us on:
I L pro‘" ng Hea Ith Ma rCh ol J u Iy 201 1 n ::;eagg\(;kDGiar;:;:a in Development: Tapping Our

Trans-local Potential

March16, 2011, 6:30 - 8:30 PM Submit your application at www.sfu.ca/diasporas
Morris J. Wosk Centre for Dialogue = wwwitwittercom/SFU_Diaspora
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Appendix 2: Poverty Briefing

Poverty, and What To Do About It: A Briefing

By John Harriss
(Director, School for International Studies, Simon Fraser University)

What is ‘poverty’?

| can well imagine many readers of this note reacting along the lines of ‘What a silly
qguestion. The person who wrote this must be a really bone-headed academic who has
never looked out of his study window. Isn’t it obvious?’ Well, yes, it is, at least on one
level. ‘Being poor’ surely means ‘not having enough’, or ‘being deprived’? But not having
enough of, or being deprived of what? The obvious answer to this question is probably
‘Not enough money’. But then that only raises the question of ‘Not enough money for
what?’. ‘Not enough money’ for some people, clearly, might be a fortune for others.
This is particularly obvious when we think across societies. Poverty in our own society
might still mean having all sorts of things, like television sets, fridges and motor cars,
that a poor women in Lesotho, say, probably can’t even dream of. So answering the
question ‘what is poverty?’ really is a bit more complicated than we might think at first.

People working in international development have actually devoted a lot of time and
thought to the question of ‘what is poverty?’. The standard way of defining poverty —
the idea of poverty that is referred to in the first of the UN Millennium Goals - is in
terms of income. It says ‘Halve, between 1990 and 2015 the proportion of people whose
income is less than S1 a day’. Why $1 a day? This is because a good many years ago now
it was reckoned that one dollar a day, or its equivalent, was just about the minimum
that an average person required to be able to live at all. The reasoning behind this idea
of poverty is that a person needs to have at her disposal goods or money enough (with
which to purchase those goods) to be able to consume food and other essentials so as
to feed herself adequately. It's a very minimalist notion of ‘having enough’, and not
quite clear whether it includes an allowance for clothing and shelter, or keeping warm
(which can be a problem at some times of year even in very warm climates ... some
people die of exposure every year, for instance in the North Indian winter).

In defining poverty, what economists do is to calculate how much it costs, in a given
place, to purchase a ‘basket’ of essentials, to supply enough calories (which means
dietary energy) for a person to be able to live. We think that it is calories that really
count because if a person isn’t consuming sufficient calories then protein-rich foods
don’t do them much good, because the body converts the protein into energy. Having
worked out what the ‘basket’ costs the economists then take data, usually from
consumer expenditure surveys - because data on expenditure is a bit more reliable than
that on income - to measure what proportion of the population is unable to pay for the
basket. This is what it means when we read that such-and-such a percentage of the
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population of a country is ‘poor’: they are the people who cannot afford the basket of
essentials for supplying the minimum amount of food energy.

Although it is quite difficult to do, this is quite a straightforward way of thinking about
poverty and of measuring it, at least in principle. But it involves all manner of
assumptions and measurement problems, and so it is that even in India — the country in
which most intellectual effort has gone into defining and measuring poverty — there are
now several different more or less official measures of the numbers of ‘poor’ people in
the country, ranging from about 27 per cent of the population to as much as 80 per
cent.

But in any case, does income alone adequately define poverty? An Indian economist
who studied villages around his home over a twenty-five year period found that
according to the way of understanding poverty that | have just described, people got
poorer. But when he talked to them about how they themselves thought of changes in
their standard of living he found that in very many ways they reckoned they had got
better off. They were able to eat a greater range of foods, for instance, their homes
were more secure because they had locks on their doors, and they didn’t depend any
longer on landlords if they needed small loans. In these and many other ways they
thought of themselves as being better off than they had been before. What this man’s
research showed was that people themselves in the villages he studied thought of
poverty in terms not only of ‘having enough income to survive’, but also of ‘having some
assets (wealth in some form) that make for security over the longer run’. And last but far
from least they thought of poverty in terms of being independent — in terms that is, of
having self-respect. So, not having to go along to a landlord and cringe and flatter in
order to get a little help was for them a major step forward in their sense of well-being.

It is not enough, then, to think about poverty in terms of income alone. We need to
think about other aspects of deprivation such as access to water, shelter, health
services, education and transport. If people have access to clean water and good
sanitation — which may be publicly provided - then the chances are that they will not
suffer in the way that so many people in the world do, from intestinal diseases.
Suffering from chronic dysentery means that people are unable to make use of a lot of
the food that they eat, and so even if they do have sufficient income to buy that basket
of essential foods, they remain ‘poor’ in the sense that they are unable to lead full lives.
Similarly, if people are able to obtain good basic health care at low cost to themselves,
then they will be better able to lead good lives even if they don’t have much income.

We need to think about poverty, too, in terms of debt and dependence — like those
Indian villagers | described — and of vulnerability. The simple fact of having locks on their
doors made those Indian villagers feel less vulnerable and more secure. But of course
the idea of ‘security’ means more than just that simple physical security. Having some
insurance against the bad times is also, quite obviously, very important, and very many
people in the world don’t have assets enough to provide them with any kind of
insurance. Their livelihoods and their lives are therefore vulnerable. This is another very
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important aspect of poverty. There are others, too — such as the social disadvantage
that many people experience because of some aspect of their identity — that are from a
low caste, perhaps, in the Indian villages | have spoken of. Elsewhere it might be
because they come from an indigenous social group that has been marginalized through
colonization. Most generally, perhaps, we need to think about poverty in terms of
powerlessness — or the inability to make meaningful choices and to lead a fulfilling sort
of a life. All of the factors | have been talking about relate to this fundamental concern.
This is where literacy is so important, too — because being literate enables people to
cope much better with the state, perhaps actually to participate in running public
affairs, and, generally, to be able to make meaningful choices

And what is it that makes people poor?

Well, we know from lots of research that poverty — whether understood in terms of
income alone, or in the much broader sense that | have suggested is necessary - is very
often associated with being dependent upon particular types of jobs. Being in a family
that depends upon a single, illiterate or only poorly literate, adult member who carries
on daily-paid casual labour, whether in the country, or in the town, is commonly
associated with being poor. Those who are casually employed have little or no security
and may go for long periods without work when they have no income. In the rural
societies that still account for a large share of all the poor people in the world those who
have only very small plots of land — who are commonly the great majority - are in a very
similar position to the casual labourers, and they will probably depend heavily for their
livelihoods on casual laboring jobs in any case. When these households are headed by
women, who have been widowed — perhaps as a result of HIV — or deserted, then things
are likely to be even worse. And the fortunes of all such households, whether female-
headed or not, are likely to depend a great deal upon the health of the adult workers.
We know from detailed research that what drives people into chronic poverty — poverty
that endures over a significant period of time — is very often episodes of ill-health, that
deprive people of income and at the same time make for significantly increased costs
that lead them to sell off such assets as they possess, and, often, to incur debts that
become crippling. They get into a downward spiral from which it is very difficult ever to
recover.

And what makes a difference — what brings about the reduction of poverty?

These are some of the most important conditions that make people poor. Being poor or
becoming poor is not, in general, because of choices that people make, but because of
the circumstances in which they find themselves. The sort of economy that is growing
and as it grows generates more secure jobs, so that fewer people depend upon casual
labour, is very likely to make for less poverty. But much depends upon whether or not
‘good jobs’ are created — and one of the very worrying aspects of the growth of many
‘developing’ countries at the moment is that relatively few such jobs are being created.
India, for example, is said to be suffering from ‘jobless growth’ because there are
actually fewer people in secure jobs now than there were five years ago, in spite of the
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country’s very high rates of growth. People have to depend upon a whole variety of
casual and irregular wage work, or upon self-employment. Indeed, in India, about half of
all livelihoods are based upon self-employment.

Isn’t this a good thing? Isn’t self-employment better than casual work? Doesn’t it show
enterprise, and mean that people have a fair chance of improving their life-chances?
Well, possibly so. But we know that quite a lot of the time self-employment, whether in
agriculture or outside it, really is the last resort for poor people. They are definitely
‘reluctant entrepreneurs’. And what happens sometimes to the self-employed is that
they exploit their own bodies quite ruthlessly, drawing down their physical reserves in
order to make a living. This is one of the reasons why the micro-finance projects that
have been seen as being ‘the answer’ to problems of poverty are not necessarily as
effective as many have hoped — and can even mean that poor people are actually
subjected to a lot of self-exploitation, as they struggle to make repayments of interest
and principal.

In sum, economic growth is essential for the reduction of poverty. But it needs to be
economic growth that generates productive and reasonably stable employment. It
needs to be supported by the public provision of education that equips people to take
on more productive work — and to deal effectively with the state so that they can secure
what they are entitled to as citizens, from the state. Hence the second MDG: ‘Ensure
that by 2015, children everywhere, girls and boys alike, will be able to complete a full
course of primary schooling’. And it needs to be supported by the public provision of
basic health care, so that poor people have greater protection against those episodes of
ill-health, and their consequences, that we know are so crippling for them. The MDGs
concerned with child health and maternal health, and that aimed at combating
HIV/AIDS, all relate to this further, vital, aspect of the tackling of poverty. And in all of
this, MDG 3, about promoting gender equality and empowering women — ‘Eliminate
gender disparity in primary and secondary education, preferably by 2005, and in all
levels of education no later than 2015’ — is of fundamental importance. Female literacy
pays very high dividends, we know, in terms of children’s health and education, and in
terms of civic action. Gender equality is of basic significance in the fight against poverty.
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Appendix 3: Blogs
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Starting the conversation
Douglas Qithof
Posted: Jan 11th, 2011 on the Vantouver Observer website

W P INCOUE RSV COM DIOOS ' eNOag N s D0 i

Panther Kuol speaks at the Engaging Dlasporas in Developmeaent Project launch

This post is by guest contributors Joanna Ashwarth and Shaheen Nanji
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development. The dislogues are crganized around the UN Milennium Development
Goal (MDGs) themes.

As the progect directons (Dv Joanna Ashwoeth is the fotmer Srector of dalogue
programs at SFU aod now & senioe research associate with the Centre for Sustainable
Community Development and Ms Shaheen Nanp & the divector of memational
development with SEU International] we bring osr own unigue shills and experiences to
the planming and are also well guided by a dynamic progect advisory group of community
vl academic leaders who you will meet thiough these blog posts and theough thelr
active Evolvermnent in the communty dislogaes

The term daspoda s protested by somte, and eonde aced by others. While thete are
soveral definitions of daspoda, Most have an exphait or mplcit assumption of
commonaiity based on ethnicity and nationalty, a strong and shared sense of home’
o ., sometimes mythical desre 10 return 10 that location. Dasporas are grosgs who
have, Beough their hatory and often over several goner ation, migrated 20 more than
one other place, reconstibated thermelves 43 4 community in thew new ocale, and who
Mantain socal networks with thelr counterparts in other locales. Thew seme of
community can be formed by varionn commonalities, such as geographical orgin,
ethnikity or ancestry, of refgon. What is at the core of the dimpork expersence i &
diversity of expetience and hybridity of identity, and It i this core that forms the basis of
the unigue Gasporic perspective on development

Development is aho & contested and sometiomes contentious term. What we mean for
this sevies of dialogees B simply this: Development refers 10 social processes of change,
primarily in the Global South. When we speak of the trassiocal potential of the daspors
1t iedery that socisl networks here i Vancouver inform the local actions taken by
dhaspora i global south commmunitios. An example. Canadian borm poet and artnt Nadis
Chassey (with & Mualim father and Catholc mother froem india) has wotked with street
Youth in Vercouver for a very long time. Most recently she has taken ths local

-y e gt gm)s phe 0t 1o ~e .
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knowledpe and expertise to her work with Partnerships for Youth Emgowermemt
http//pyegiobe org/blag/suthor/radia/ in Bangalore, inda. Another example
Sothern Sudanese refuges and SFU student Panther Kool (pictured abowe| i deeply
connected 10 his Canadian commmunity and usiversity. And he s actively engaged with
his Sudanese diaspora in the Mstoric referendum that he hoges will pave the way for
southern independence, While he will continue his studes he ams to deveiop »

businesa here in Canada that witl in some way help others n his homeland

50 youw see, Metro Vancouver is rich in dissporas
ongrating from the Global Soutth, from the
emabished Chinete and Indian diasporas 10 the
newer Afghan and BAutarese Gasporas
Members of the daspors engage ther
communities, here s Vancouwer and sround the
world, to facilaame change in thewr places of
ongm In 3 venety of ways. Remittances of funds
1o he'lo support farmdy members abroad,
dlaspora-led awareness- and fund raling durvg
croes Mhe the recent Hatan sarthguate, and

smatier mtatives, that include community

financed start up Funds for semall businesses o
fundraising 10 bulid schools receive peniodic attention in the meda. Bt what i the
advantage that the daspora bring to thess efforts 10 reduce globally inequaliey T And
what i3 the potential? There are 50 many s2ories of Canadians (yes, most distporss ARE
Canadians) doing Fweinapiring projects, o we wan! 1o hear them. S0 that we can
understand, and we can ensure that we, as Canadans, are making the most of the

tremendous resource that exsts as we engage with the world

Thete biog pomtings 2im 10 Jumastvt & dalogue with metro Vantouver's citizens about

the lxthe discussed role of marny of owr translocaly conrected citizens, particularty from
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Vancouver's diasporas promote development around the world
Douglas Olthof

Posted: Jan 16th, 2011 on the Vancouver Observer website

It is a0 wnderstatement 1o call Vancouver 3 dverse oty Take 2 ride on the Skytrain
during peak how's and you are likely 10 overhear covversations in fowr or fve &Merent
Lrguages. Dxplore the 0ty's restaurants and you can sample cuaines from around the
gobe. Cruise the summaer festival scene and you will experience cultur s delghts from
every continest, It i undervabiy the case that the cultural milieuw of our city draws

wubstance from 24 marny regons of the world a4 there are seats in the UM assembly.

As residents of this pluralistic metropolls we can easly recogize the comtnbution that
the daspora— have made 10 Owr ¢ity's development. What is less cbvious, however, s
the CcontriDution That members of the diaspora make 10 deveicpment ound the world
One of the objectives of Engaging Diasporas in Development Project is to identify and
highight daspora involvement with intermational development. This eMort is already

tarming up wome remarkable stones

Dr. Muhammad igbal-an Emeritus Professor at UBC-was born in 2 Pakistani village
Over more than a decade, he and s wife have worked tirelessly to gromote health and
edacation in Pakistan theough the Maria-Helens Fousdation, which they entadlished
Their Frst major soccess came when De, Igbal offered Hedong Tmancial support 10 hs
sister In exchange for the doration of thesr famiy home, Me then corwerted the home In
10 an outpatient hospital. Dr. igbal’s Maria-Helena Foundation wbsequently estabiished

11 selfsustaining co-ed primiry schools and three vocational schools in Pakiatan

Ancther UBC Professor, Dv. Shatique Pirarne, was visiting hvs chidhood home in Uganda
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whan he becarme aware of large-scale tragedy of cluddoot: » debiitating congental
defect that affects 1 in 1000 chidren worldwide. Or. Pirani set 0wt 10 adapt therageutic
corrective treatments for chbfoot 1o the locsl conteat and initiated » program that
revarsged the Ugsndan Mealth care satem’s approach 1o the disease. His progect has

become a smodel for several othet countries around the world

The Swrrey-based organaation Umole, headed up by Ugandan-born couple Amos and
Edah Kambere, hat partrered with the Swrrey Pacific Acadeny, the Dunamss Education
Society and an NGO in Uganda 10 estadish an elementary school in that country. In
pASTION to helping establuh this school, Umoja hat helped other members of the
diaspors engage with developmant in their countries of orgn. They recently ssisted »
Vancouverie of Kemyan origin who returned 0 M horme region and comtnucted & wel
providing water for an entive vilage. This project was completed Mt the swprisingly low

cost of $2%00

Village wels, e tha one in Mosambigue are vlally bvgartant 53 the Nealth snd guainy of Me of
hurdrad of mifioss of the worlf s impovernhed people Micto: Dowgles Ofthod
Also s Uganda, sisters Nasra and Hawa Mire have, Over the past four years, operated
educational programs for young people that focus on expression and story teling
theough diptal media. The sisters, who emigrated from Somala to Vancoover while in
their sarly teens, establiuted Pont Youth Media 1o engage with young pecple in

Vancouver and in East Africa. They plan 10 expand their prograens into Tanzama, Cenys
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and hopelully one day Into Somalis a1 well

Duspora contritastions o development are not exciusively of the phdlarthrogic vanety
Mambers of the duipors 30 promote developement oversess through trade and
irvestment. Vancouver's SUCCESS (a non-profit multi-service organization with strong
historical ties to the Chinese community) has worked to facintate Canadian trade and
investrment with East Aslan countries in order 1o promote economic development both
hers and overseas, Diatpors investrment in East Asian economies had made an

IMPOITANE COMNBULION 1O thes radad prowth, which has in turn been iInstrumental in

Hung unprecedentedly large numders of people out of poverty

Vilages Fhe thia ore north of Beling Rnger in poverty detghes ncredible growth occurring shawhers in
the Ovnete aconemy Phote: Dosaglen ON Mot

Development within tha daspora here in Vancouver can also affect developmen

overseas. Alorg with » few colleagues, » yourg woman of Afghan origin ramed Hile
Weia has ettablished B.C Young Afghans, an organization that sims 1o help young
Afghan immigrants achieve success in education. Uke many others, Ms Wesa has

observed how divisons that exist in the country of origin can regroduce themselives
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within the daspora. By overcoming these deavages within the daspora, Ms. Wesas
hopes 1o contrbute 1o the promation of peace in Afghanistan

Similarty, for new Canadian, achienng success here in Vancouwver can be 4 precondition
for promoting development overseas. Latinrouver 5 an organation that promotes
networking amongst Canadans of Latin Amercan heritage and others interested in Latin
America. The organization’s founder, Packs Vivian Mur o, Nghlights the importance of
mesadas: money remitted from members of the dapora Back to ther fasbies in the
country of ongin. Her onganiz ation wotks 10 help Latin American immigrants 10 Canads
succeed here, thus providing them with an opportanity 1o give back 10 thedr country of
ongn

These storkes represent a sesall sasvgie of the mvpriad ways in which members of the
daspora i Vancouver engage with development around the world. As Vancowverites
we all Benefit from the mandold odtersd influerces that characterize our oy, These
cultural floences come 1o us by aod large theough the numerous and vared dawpora
proups that make up such a sgnificant part of owr community. At the same Time, we
May Overlook the rofes that members of the dlaspora play in promoting development

ovenes

When we begin to recognze the important knowledge and shills that members of the
GRaspora bring 20 the table we might also begn 20 ash ourselves how we, a5 a Oty and as
# nation, might better make uve of that knowledge and those shills to gromote
devwiopment in all the places with which pecgle in Vancouver are connected. That is to
iy, everywhere

Thin blog & part of a series related 10 2 publc disloges series calied [ngaging Diaspora in
Development: Tapping Owr Transiocal Potential for Change, at Simon Fraser Undversity
Further information can be found here.
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What is Poverty?
John Harriss
Posted: Jan 18th, 2011 on the Vancouver Observer website

A farmer in West Bengal returns from ploughing the fields. Photo: Douglas Ofthof

| can wall imagine many readers reacting 1o this question along the ines of "What » iy
question. an't it obvious™ Well yes, 2 i, # least on one level. Being poor’ surely
meard 'not hawing encugh’, or Deing degeived’? But not having enough of, or being
deprived of what? The obvious answer 10 this question is probably ‘Not encugh money’
But then that only ralses the question of ‘Not enough maney for what? ‘Not enough
money’ for somae people, clearly, gt be a fortune for others. This is particulary
obvious when we think across societies. Poverty in owr own soCkety might still mean
having all worts of things, like televiaion sets, fridges and motor cars that 2 poor woman
In Ledotho, say, probably can't even dresm of. 50 antwering the question "‘what is

poverty ” really is 3 b2 moce compiicated than we might think at first

The standard definition of poverty = the ides of poverty that & teferred 10 in the first of
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the UN Mdlenmium Development Goals - 1s in tertms of income. Bt says ‘Halve, between
1950 and 2015 the proportion of people whose income s less than 1 a day’ Wiy $1 0
day? Tha b becaune 3 good many years ago now & wan reckoned that one dollar a day,
Of It eguivalent, was just about the musimum that an average peron freguited 1o be
able 10 Bve a1 3l The reascning bediad this idea of poverty n that & person needs %0
have at her disposal goods or money enough [with which 1o parchase those goods ) to
be able to corsume food and other essentials 50 a5 10 feed herse® adeguately It's 2
very missmalint notion of having snough’, and not guite clear whether it inclodes an
slowance for clothing and shelter, or keeping warms (which can be a probleon at some
times of year even in very warm chimates .. some prople die of sxposure every year, for
imtance in the North Indan winter )

In defining poverty, sconomits calculate how much It costs, in a given place, 10
purchase a Dasket’ of essentials, 10 supply enough calories (which mears dietary
energy) 100 & person 10 be sble 10 bve. We think that It s cafories that really count
becaune # a pervon mn't comuming sufficient calories then proten-rich foods don't do
them much good, because the body converts the proten o energy. A country’s ‘poot”,
then, are the people who cannot afford the basiet of essentials for supplying the

mismuns amount of 4004 energy.

Ths measurerment of poverty involves all manner of aaumption and meaur ement
problems, and 3o It is that even In India ~ the country m which most intelectual oMot
has gone ino defining and measuring poverty — there are now sever ol different more o
Iess official messur e of the numbers of ‘poce’ pecple in the country, ranging from
0wt 17 pee comt of the pogedation 10 as much as 80 per cont.

But in any cave, does income alone adeguately define poverty? An Indian sconomist
who ttudied wilages around his home over & twenty-five year period found that
sctording o the way of understanding poverty that | have pat described, pecple got
poorer. But when he talked to them about how they themsebves thought of changes
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their standard of bang he Tound that n very many wirys they rechoned they had got
better off, They were able to eat & reater range of foods, for instance, thew homes
were more secure becaune they had locks on ther doon, and they didnt depend any
longer on landioeds o they needed small losrm. The people in the villages thought of
poverty in terma not only of having enough income 10 srvive’, Bt also of Paving some
asety [wealth in some form | that make for security over the longer ren”. And Last but far
from least, they thought of poverty in terma of being Independent ~ in terrm that a, of
having seif-respect

It s not enough, then, 10 think about poverty in terms of income slone. We need 10
think about other sspects of deprivation such o access 10 water, shelter, health
services, education and trampert. We need 10 think about poverty, 100, In terem of debit
ol dependence - ke those Indian villagers | described ~ and of winerabiity. The
simple fact of having ocks on thew doors made those Indian viBagers feel less
winerable and more secure, But of coune the idea of security’ means more than pat
that simple phiysical security, Having some insurance against the bad temes i aho, quite
obviously, very important, and very many people in the woeld don't have assets enough
1o provide them with any kind of insurance. Ther byelihoods and thewr bves we
therefore vulnerable, This s another very important sspect of povesty, There are others,
100 « wach as the socid disadvantage that many people experience becane of woeme
mpect of thewr ientity ~ that they are fom 2 low caste, perhaps, i the Indan villages |
have spoken of,
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Maost generaly, perbaps, we need 1o think about poverty in ternms of poweriessness ~ o

the Inabiizy to make meanrgful choces and to lead » fulfiling sort of a Ife

And whar i i thot makes peopie poor ? And what makes o dfference ~ what brings

obout the reduction of poverty ?

Being poor or Becoming poor is not, in genersl becaute of choices that people make
but Becaute of the Circumstances in which they Aind themselves. The sort of economy
that is growing and as it grows generates mare secure jobs, 30 that fewer people
depend upon casual labour, s very lkely to make for lest poverty. But much depends
upon whether or ot pood joba” are created ~ and one of the very worrying aspects of
the growth of many ‘deveioping” countries at the moment & that relatively few such

jobs are being created

Women in Southern india work on hand-looms, lar removed
from the country's booming high-tech economy.

Pheto: Dosglas Olthol
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Leonomic growth i essential for the reduction of poverty. But & needs to be economic
growth that generates productive and reasonably viable employenent. It needs %0 be
wpported by the puble proviaion of education that equps people 10 take on Mmare
productive work ~ and to deal effectively with the state s0 that they can secure what
they are entitled 10 as ctizens, from the state. Hence the vecond MDG: Ernsure that by
2015, chidren everywhere, geis and boys slike, will be able 10 compiete & full courye of
primaty schooling’. And it needh 1o be supported by the public provivion of Bask health
care, 10 that poor people have greater protection agaient those episodes of il health,
and thew consegquences, that we know are 30 (rippling for them. The MDGs concerned
with chiild health and maternal health, and that aimed a8 combating WIV/AIDS, all relate
%0 this further, wital, aspect of the tackiing of poverty. And in all of this, MDG 3, about
promoting gender oqualty and empoweting women - ‘Ehminate gender Ssparity in
primary and secondary education, preferably by 2005, and in all levels of education no
later than 2015 -~ & of fundamental importance. Female Meracy pays very high
dvidends, we know, i termm of children's health and education, and in term of civic
sction, Gender equalty i of bask significance in the fight against poverty,

To read the 8l version of the article please wiit this ute,

This blog s part of 2 sevies related 10 2 public disfogue senes called Engagng Diaspora in
Dewwlopment: Tapping Owr Tranalocal Potential for Change, a1 Simon Feaver University.,

Further information can be found here
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My Canadian experience inspires my development work in Sri Lanka
Author: Sumana Wieratrna Posted: lanuary 19, 2011

Members of the Srl Lonkon dVaspore gother ot Trout Lake, BC

Nine years ago ! arrived with my famiy in Canada. In Sr Lanka | worked with the Urban
Develcpment Authority ad an urban plannes in the municipal oMices for eleven yoars

and for another six years as the deputy director for regional offices

After settling n the community of Surrey in 2002, | estabidahed Vanlanka Panning
Consulting whers | continued 1O seek OPDOITUNTMS 1O USe My RXperence n the
international development field. In this quest, | reached out 10 the Vancouver-based
Intarnational Cantre for Sustamable Citles 1CSC) whaere | was able to offer my networks
and local knowledpe of Sei Lanks, This collabotation soon led 10 ICSC deweloping three
successful community emvironmental management and sustanable planning projects in
S Lanka that were funded by QDA | larned 50 much abowt sustanabiity planning

from this experance and al3o belisve my sxperences were valvable to the Contre
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In 2007, when my younger 300 turned 13, he raised $500 to commencrate the death of
my mother and pledped 11 10 » chartable cause. This is & cultural practice for So Lankan
people. My friends in Richmond contributed another $500 for the same. This small sum
of money and the efforts of 3 volunteer youth group provided clean drinking water for

15 farilies and & computer resources canter in b remcte rutal vilage in Sel Lanka

Children pose in o “sfum” areo in Sq Lonko. Photo: Vonloako Community Fowndation.

In 2008, my habend and | used our combined $r Lankan food preperation shilhs to
engage the Seil Lankan diatpors in BC in ralsing 510,000 for the Kidney Hospital
Foundation in Sei Lanka. This successful fundraising effort inspired me 10 continue my
sfforts In community supported programs for poor and vulnerable communities in S0

Lanka, and 10 establish the Yanlanks Community Fesndation = Apell 2010

Through the Foundation | work with private, government and community level partners
in 5rt Lanka and attempt to involve the Sn Lankan community here in the Vancouver
ares and the larger Canadian community in the activties of the Foundation. In 2010
with the help of ICSC and our food catering service, VCF was able 10 ralse over $5000
Lowards owr projects, wiieh contribute 10 COmMmMuUnty eCoNOMK development and

education support programs
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Currently we work with thiee comenunitiog, one remncte rursl settiemment in Thambavits,
2 tsunarmi and war-aMected fuling comvrunity at Kalarawa, and 2 low Income urban
shum comemenity In Wilgoda, Our key work areas are education, small business for
youth, and women and food securty, We were able 10 send Gragory Corgoran, »
Canadian high school teacher, to Sei Laska as the first volunteer teacher to deliver three
free ESL programs for the poor chidren and one fee for service program %0 cover part of

Our expenses

Members of @ ffahing cooperotive in Sel Lomka howl in thelr cotch.
Photo: Vanianka Community Foundotion.

My eldest son, who was also mapired by the land of ks heritage, pledged to work a5 2
youth cooedinator and rased 5225 in 2010 that goes toward & project to research

tradtional irmigation systems in S Lanika

My Canadan experience has pven me a new way of being an urban planner. | have
lnarned 1o pet 0wt and find oot what pecple need. | am 30 privileged 50 be hete in
Canada where | can use my experience 10 bridge the gap between the rich and the poor

To find out more abowt Vanlanka's programs, please visit their website,
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Sumano Wieretna is on urbon planner from i Lonke whose networks bock Aome and
Manning eaperience were vi'voble gssets in Aer work 03 @ proyect manager and the
proyect speciaing i sustomable community devweiopment proyects in &7 Lanka. Sumanag s
experiences inspied her 10 A00r! Up community suppevt programs fov poor and
vulneralve communities in S Lanka, ead 1o estobdsh the Vankasko Community
Foundothon as @ way 10 volve the longer community in her octivitees

for move information please it hitp /fvonianba com/findes htmd
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The power of $100
Author: Douglas Oxho! Posted: Jan 210, 2011

Photo Dowg Ofhed

The following is o story by Miriam Egwaly

My story started when | went to Uganda in March, 2009 after my Mom passed away
During the bural and afterwards, | noticed that there were more women than men
Mot of the women were either very ol or very yourg single mothars, The men were
a0 very ol or very yourg. | later reslized that maat of the men had been Lilled in the
25 year war that had ravished Noethern Uganda and that the others had moved to
towns and cities to try and fingd work, leaving behing wives 1o take care of the kids and

grandparenms
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When | nterviewed one of the oider ladies, she mdormed me that moat of the woenen

B0 50 upport froem their husbands who have moved to cites and ome e widowed

with numerous chiddeen 10 support. She was one of the widowed. She was left with 6

Kids to take care of . Mer oldest daughter was not going 10 school because she needed

het 1o help in the garden and othet chores. The othed S kids were being supported by &
chatity ofganization in ceder for them 10 go to school

| asked her what | coudd do 10 help her be sel sufficient, She informed me that since she
was fow oid, the could not do farm work like the yousger wornen, and smked for
200,000 Ugandan shilings (an equivalent 10 $100.00 Canadian) 50 that she coudd open a
store. | gave her the 100 dollars and went back to Canada

| returned 1o Uganda last March with sy 12 year old daughter 10 see how my Dad was
doing and a0 1o attend my mom’s last funeral rights. | was amazed at how much the
100 dotlars | left had helped this lady. She had a small stall by the road side and was

busy sefling small grocery itema. She was also now renting a sewing machine and was

CHNIE MONEY &% 5 seamslyess

My daughter, who had never been to Africa before, wanted 1o see how kids her age
were living and the schooh they went 1o, She asked me why kidh were gowng 1o school
with rigged school undormm and no shoes on. | told her that they could not aMford new
uniforens, 50 she wnmediately pulled out 525 00 Canadian doflars and offered it to the
gl she had seen with a rgped unform, She promised the head teacher that when she
returned 1o Canada, she would baby it and walk dogs in order 10 help more bids get
school Uniforms.
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Photo: Doug Olthof

When we arrived Back heve, we started saving money for kids who did not have school
uniforms. | fet 50 good be doing something that my young daughter noticed and vowed
to sddress. Today, we have managed 10 dress over 20 kids with school uniforms and

theredy helped them stay in $Chod

| am planning to go back to Uganda thia year in April and see how the project i
proceeding. My goal is to help all the lids who cannot afford school uniforms to be
dresied up and go 10 whoo! becaune, although there it free slementary aducation »
Uganda, no kid is allowed in class without & uniform and this & the man thing that
makes kids drop out of school, Maost of these kids bve with aging grandparents or single

mothers who have 1o way of getting any income

| als0 plan 10 help one WOMan a year starnt some money generating project in order for

her take care of her chidren

| appesl 1o 3 who can help 1o Join me in ths project of dressing kids with school

uniforms so that they can get the basic education needed by all

Miriam Egwalu can be reached at: mebalim2O00@ yahoo ca
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Vancouver's diasporas share development stories
Author: Douglas Otho! Posted: Mar 151, 2011

Disiogue viery tetien gettared togethes belore the [ ngagirg Dusporm n Developrment diogue
Photo Goag INen

On Janwary 15, 2011 the Engagrg Diasporas in Development Project convened the
first In its series of public dialogues. The dialogue was entitied “Innovations in Poverty
Reduction and Econommic Developmaent™ and covered three core themes: responding 1o

basic needs through grassrocts mobilzations, butiness and econcomic development, and

tapping the potential learning from the dasporn

Participants Segan filtering into the Morra J. Work Cotre for Dialogue amid
considerable burs Soom thereaMer, ot the sounds of dozens of comwersations mingled
above the assembly, a single voice cut through the ain and rwited everyone 10 jon
together in comversation and colaboration. Vanesss Kchards urged the participants to
Join in song and 1or the next few minutes the Sverse crowd becarne & united chora
With melody and harmony stil reverberating through the room, the dalogue had

begun
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Vermans Babarnds mads 1he group i an anpratiane chanas Prate Greg ihlen

The first session got underway with 3 focus on “responding 10 basikc needs through

grasproots mobilzation.” Three ‘storytellen’ shared therr experiences with the
sambled partitpants. Kaye Kerlande, convayed her axDeNence & & second penaration
Canadian of Haitian decent and her struggle 10 formulate a meaning®y response to the
overwheiming disaster that befell that country in January of 2010. Sumana Wieratra, »
ol Lankan-Canadian, wat the second stocyteler and har 120ry can be found In one of
previcus blogs here [nsent hyperlink). Finaly, Locke Corcuera of ENSPIRE shared her
experiences in organizing with other mambers of the Filipinog daspora and partnering
With an organization in that country to create long-term housing sokations for low
income and marginaiized familes in Manda, What followed was an open dislogue
Covering 10pits nciuding the role of women in developmen, the varied nature of
diaspora identity and the importance of local partrerships, 1o namve » few. SFU
Communications profesior June Francis tied the first session together by highight L

common thames and providing thoughtfd PgMs on the empathy aod viacers
connection that diasporas bring %0 ther development work

The we

o saction of the dalogue addressed "Butiness as economic

developgenent " Two sterytellers, Miram Egwalu and AMonio Arreags, constructed »
compeling launch pad for the discussion. Miram Egwalu & an immigrast 10 Canade
from Uganda and her story can be found in one of our previows blog posts hete, Antonio
Arreags it Honorary Comul of Costa Rica in Vancouver. He related to the dalogue

partopants » numbes of sector specific axamples wharedy “Canadan know how™ was
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“vropicaized” 10 rrorove the performance of Central American Businesses. The session
continued with & wide ranging dalogue covering topics includng the transfer of market
knowledge from Canada to developing countries, the effectiveness of smali-scale
proyects, direct support 1o Individuals iIn develcping countries and the specific challenges

facing disspors youth

Artoric Arwags and Moam [gwalu thered itorie that Nghighted
the besigng potertial of Sarpores Phote Greg [hery

The dulogue closed with comments from S$FU professor of Mistory and Latin
Amaercan Studies, Alexander Dawson. Professor Dawson iwoked the Universal
Declaration of Human Rights [article 5] in highlighting the responubilty of countries hke
Canada 20 address poverty wherever it is found. In 50 doing, M cautioned the dialogue
participants to avold placing responsbiinty for poverty reduction at the feet of the
disspors. Furthermore, he urged participants to avoid emphasising the specific 10 the
esclusion of the general, and ashked what role the Gaspora might play in affecting policy
change both here in Canada and in the developing countries with which they identify

As the dalogue came 10 & close, participants bagan fltering out 1o the reception
ek and the conversation continued. In a dozen or more small circles peopie exchanged
Mdeas and contact information Some reflected on the ideas raised by Professor Dawson,
others on how thay could better angage with the disspcrs in ther own development
iInRiatives and il others on how they might use ther own Saspora connections 5o 1tart

engagng with development. Many were heartened and invigorated through connecting
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with others who are doing the same thing This was the start of & conversation the
Engaging Diasporas in Development progect hopes 10 help wantain over the montia
ahead.

The lanuary 19 dislogue was coly the first in a series of 5 that will take place over
the next 7 months. The next dislogee “Improving Health™ will be held at the Morris |
Wosk Centre for Dialogue (580 West Mastings) on March 16, 2011, This dalogue will
take at ity starting point the guestion “What does being part of 2 duspora mean 1o you
and how does it affect your experience and understanding of health ™ Participants will
be encouraged 1o contrnibute to a Ascussion of the particular shills, knowledge and
networks bers of the Sanpora can draw upon to smgrove health, both in Canade
and in the other countries with which they identify. Theough inclusive eschanges, the
assembled group will explore the warious eMorts and initiatives currently underway and,

crucially, wil addr ess the potential that may yet he untapped. The goad will be 10 Better
understand how the connections or “Bridges” dasporas form between one place and
another faciltate change and imgeovernent in health at Both ends.

The Engaging Diasporas in Development project is looking for members of variown
diasporas in the lower maniand who are imterested or engaged i health inftiatives
ofther hete o overteas 10 participate in the “impeoving Hoalth”™ dalogue. For more

information chick here or go to wwwaluca/dusporas/dilogues eries Mm
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