DEPARTMENT OF EARTH SCIENCES

Departmental Meeting

Monday, Dec. 4, 2006
In Attendance:  Dan Marshall, Dan Gibson, Doug Stead, Dirk Kirste, James MacEachern, John Clague, Derek Thorkelson (Chair), Wendy Bourke (Secretary)

Quorum was not achieved, so the student representatives along with the sessional instructor were dismissed and asked to return later in the day when another faculty member would be available to attend the meeting and thus we would then have quorum.

Closed Portion of the Meeting
1.
Chair’s Report – D. Thorkelson 
i)
Memo of Understanding between Simon Fraser University and Kwantlen University College.

-
Will run from Jan. 2007 – Jan. 2012.


-
Comes out of Kwantlen’s concerns about losing students to the SFU Surrey campus.


- Students will be able to register in courses at Kwantlen and SFU effectively allowing them to mix and match courses.
ii)
Departmental Budget. 

· Budget projections at the faculty level will stay at the same rate for the next year or so. 
2. Discussion of the Draft Tenure and Promotion Document  

ACTION:  Faculty to email D. Thorkelson with their suggested changes to the document.

ACTION:  D. Thorkelson to incorporate the changes into the Draft Tenure and Promotion Document and email a final version of the Document to faculty before submitting the document to the Dean.
3.
Undergraduate Committee Discussion

i)
Prerequisites for 307 and 317.
-
Because of an impending calendar deadline, D. Marshall put before the Department the matter of changing the prerequites in EASC 307-3 and EASC 317-3 as follows:  Prerequisite from EASC 207 to EASC 207 with grade C- or higher.
- It was decided that the Undergraduate Committee should discuss this and bring a recommendation before the Department.
ACTION:  D. Marshall to bring before the Undergraduate Committee, the question of a possible Prerequisite Change in 307-3 and 317-3:  from EASC 207 to “EASC 207 with grade C- or higher”.
ii)
Streaming Discussion.
-
D. Marshall expressed concern over students not getting the exposure to the wide range of courses that they received before streaming.  
-
The Department could look at increasing the number of electives and decreasing the number of required courses to counter this but APEC requirements would likely preclude this option.
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Open Portion of Departmental Meeting
In Attendance:  Dan Marshall, Dan Gibson, Doug Stead, Wes Groome, Dirk Kirste, James MacEachern, John Clague, Gwenn Flowers, Derek Thorkelson (Chair), Wendy Bourke (Secretary), Brett Wheler (Graduate Student Rep.), Jeff Catterall (Undergraduate Student Rep.)
4.
Approval of Minutes

Motion to Approve Minutes of Oct. 30, 2006.  Dan Gibson.  Seconded:  Doug Stead.  Unanimous.
5. Undergraduate Committee Report – D. Marshall

i)
Approval of Q designation for EASC 314.  
-
Moved:  D. Marshall.  Seconded: J. Clague.
Discussion:  

- D. Marshall explained that this should be done at the Departmental Level for all future Quantitative Analytic courses.
VOTE TO APPROVE:  Unanimous. 
ii)
Course Change to EASC 403-3:  Prerequisite from EASC 201 and GEOG 313 or permission of the instructor to “EASC 201 and GEOG 213”.
-
Moved:  D. Marshall.  Seconded:  J. MacEachern.
Discussion:  

-
Faculty felt a friendly amendment should be included as to why we are lowering the prerequisite – the reason being it would bring the prereq. more in line with the requirements for an Earth Sciences Major.

VOTE TO APPROVE:  Unanimous.
ACTION: D. Marshall to amend Course Change Form to explain why the prereq. is being lowered to GEOG 213.

iii)
Course Change to EASC 312 -3:  Prerequisite from EASC 206, EASC 302 to “EASC 201 and EASC 204; Recommended EASC 206, 302.”
-
Moved:  D. Marshall.  Seconded: D. Gibbon
Discussion:  none.
VOTE TO APPROVE:  Unanimous.
iv)
Course Change to EASC 412 -3:  Description changed for EASC 412 and prerequisites changed from Prerequisite: EASC 208 and EASC 301 to “Prerequisite EASC 208 and 304.”
· Moved:  D. Marshall.  Seconded: G. Flowers.
Discussion:  

· EASC 412 has not been taught by D. Marshall in quite some time and he doesn’t plan on teaching the course again. D. Kirste has rejigged the content of EASC 412 but it is close enough to the original EASC 412 that the number can be used once the description is changed.  
VOTE TO APPROVE :  Unanimous.
v)
Course Change to EASC 410 -3 (Companion course to EASC 412):  Description changed for EASC 410 and prerequisites changed from Prerequisite: EASC 304, CHEM 121. Recommended CHEM 122 to “Prerequisite (or Co-requisite) 304 and Prerequisite 412.”
-
Moved:  D. Marshall.  Seconded:  G. Flowers.
Discussion:  
-
A Companion course to EASC 412 as students indicated the original EASC 412 covered too much material.
VOTE TO APPROVE:  Unanimous
ACTION:  D. Marshall to add “or Co-requisite” to EASC 304. 
6.
Meeting adjourned. 
