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DEPARTMENT OF EARTH SCIENCES

Departmental Meeting

Monday, Oct. 22, 2007
In Attendance:  Glyn Williams-Jones, Dirk Kirste, James MacEachern, Peter Mustard, Robbie Dunlop, Dan Marshall, Andy Calvert, John Clague, Dan Gibson, Shahin Dashtgard, Kevin Cameron, Gwenn Flowers, Bert Struik, Derek Thorkelson (Chair), Tarja Vaisanen (Departmental Assistant), Wendy Bourke (Secretary), Eric Street (Undergraduate Rep.), Brett Wheler (Graduate Student Rep.)
1.  Approval of Minutes

Motion to Approve Minutes of June 21, 2007.  J. MacEachern.  Seconded:  G. Williams-Jones.  Unanimous.
2. Chair’s Report – D. Thorkelson 

a) Exploration Chairs – update
· Both Chair positions are defined and approved in principal.
· Min-Ex Chair is currently being addressed by Ginny Hasselfield, Advancement, President’s office. The Hydrocarbon Chair will follow.

· Rob Pease has agreed to be the “champion” for the Min-Ex position).

b) Mineral Exploration Course
· D. Thorkelson is looking into gaining private funding to enable SFU to develop and mount a modular course for young explorationists to be given at Harbour Centre.  This course could be modified to create a credit course for majors in our program.
c) International Year of Planet Earth 
· Opportunity for our Department to gain profile and appeal to private donors for funding.  One of the opportunities we have is to go big at this year’s open house Info-evening for accepted students which will be held on Sat May 31, 2008.

· D. Thorkelson requests that’s Faculty give some thought on using private monies generated through the International Year of Planet Earth to dove-tail with our beautification projects.

d)
Faculty of the Environment 

-
Important dates:

*
Oct. 26 is an all-day “visioning” meeting.


*
Oct. 29 is a dept. meeting with guest Dr. Jock Munro.


*
Nov. 1, 2-4 pm is a general information/discussion meeting in the Irmacs Theatre.  (Please try to attend if possible.) 

e) Miscellaneous
i) EASC Logo – please get your ideas in to D. Thorkelson by Oct. 31.

ii) D. Thorkelson updated faculty on his slow recovery from eye surgery and the implications that this will have on “turn-around” times, etc.

3. Committee Reports
a)
Space Committee – Matt Plotnikoff
i) M. Plotnikoff informed faculty of the progress of the conversion in the TASC 2 Building of Room 7530.  It is being outfitted with water and cabinets.  The deadline for completion is mid Dec.
ii) The TASC 1 Beautification Committee has thus far recommended the installation of outward facing display cabinets by 7011.  For this and other projects the dept. may look to companies for donations.
b) Graduate Studies Committee Report – Andy Calvert  

i) A. Calvert pointed out Graduate International Teaching Awards for TA training for International Students.  The awards will pay for ½ of the $350.00 course price.
ii) Grade Fellowships:  9 GFs have been awarded.  The 3 remaining GFs will be given out in Jan/Feb.

iii) Travel money for students (to attend conferences, etc.) has been given out to 8 faculty who applied.  These 8 should see Tarja no later than mid Feb. about the distribution of these monies.

iv) The Grad Studies Committee has created 2 course calendar numbers (EASC 900 and EASC 901) for Ph.D. candidates to register in as a means of tracking the 2 presentations that they are required to give as part of their Ph.D requirements.  At the moment, the preference is that these presentations be given as part of the Departmental Talk Series.  But this issue may be revisited as numbers grow.

c) Undergraduate Studies Committee Report – Dan Marshall
i) Motion: To accept change in Laboratory period for EASC 210 from 2 hours in duration to 3 hours in duration
Moved:  D. Marshall
Discussion:  Housekeeping.
Unanimous.

ii) Motion: To approve pre-requisite changes for EASC 420
Moved:  D. Marshall
Discussion:  There was a lot of pre-reqs. listed that might “put off” students but some of the prereqs. were already pre-reqs. for other courses and therefore did not need to be listed again.  2 friendly amendments to drop EASC 201 from the new prereqs.  and add to the justification a “general housekeeping” that EASC 207 is already a prereq. for EASC 309.
Unanimous.

iii) Undergraduate enrollment is up to 553 (up from 384 this time last year) not counting Surrey.  That is almost a 50% increase.  First year numbers are up dramatically and most second level courses are maxed out.

iv) Streaming:  Only 2 students have thus far declared a stream (1 environmental earth science and 1 geology.  Most of the 69 majors remain under the old system.  
d) Outreach Committee Report – R. Dunlop
i) Edgeo Workshops are supported by GAC

a. Friday, Oct. 19 there was a workshop for social studies teachers.

b. Apr. 19, 2008 there will be a full day workshop for teachers.
c. There is a career panel coming up and Michele Lepitre (a SFU Earth Sciences Alumni) will attend on behalf of the Department.
ii) R. Dunlop will be the Department’s contact for the Open House and the International Year of Planet Earth.

e) Academic Integrity Report – J. MacEachern
i) J. MacEachern referred to the Preliminary Report on Academic Integrity Advisor Role which he had previously distributed.
ii) There is a move toward zero tolerance of dishonesty and the University Integrity Committee is considering:


-
what is dishonesty


-
that all acts of dishonesty – even warnings – should be recorded


-
basically final decisions on many of the issues that surround how to deal with dishonesty are still in “flux”.
4.
Key Control and departmental security discussion was tabled for another meeting.
5.
Motion to Adjourn:  Unanimous.
