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DEPARTMENT OF EARTH SCIENCES

Departmental Meeting

Thursday, June 21, 2007
In Attendance:  Glyn Williams-Jones, Diana Allen, Dan Marshall, Gwenn Flowers, Dan Gibson, Robbie Dunlop, Shahin Dashtgard, James MacEachern, Derek Thorkelson (Chair), Tarja Vaisanen (Departmental Assistant), Wendy Bourke (Secretary), Brett Wheler (Graduate Student Rep.)
1.  Approval of Minutes

Motion to Approve Minutes of Feb. 26, 2007.  J. MacEachern.  Seconded:  G. Williams-Jones.  Unanimous.
2. Chair’s Report – D. Thorkelson 

a) Miscellaneous
-
D. Thorkelson welcomed Bert Struik  a Visiting Scientist who is a Senior Scientist with the Geological Survey of Canada.
-
He will be with us until March 31/08 and will be helping D. Thorkelson to teach EASC 625 this fall. 

b) Exploration Chairs – update
-
Ginny Hasselfield continues working with the Department on establishing a Mineral Exploration (MinEx) Chair and a Petroleum Oil & Gas (Hydrocarbon) Chair.  
-
The MinEx proposal is currently being shopped around.  The Hydrocarbon proposal is nearly ready to go. 

-
D. Marshall met with Dan Jedson of the Assoc. for Mineral Exploration, BC (AMEBC) this morning and the following was discussed:

i. arranged for a seat at the Chairman's Dinner at Roundup in 2008 for our president Michael Stevenson.

ii. arranged for a copy of the demographics report
iii. possible seat and possibly some time for our president at the AMEBC Breakfast Speakers Series.

- Additionally, they discussed that it would be a tremendous advantage to the Department’s profile if AMEBC could include an article on the SFU program in the Mineral Exploration Magazine.  Dan suggested that as well as profiling our department they might also want to profile two of our recent graduates involved in the exploration and development of the Galore Creek NovaGold/Teck Cominco mine in Northern BC. Ginny and Cassandra will no doubt be thinking of a variety of angles, but this is one that they may wish to consider.

c) TASC 2 room
-
We may be getting a large room in TASC2 to replace R. Dunlop’s “Old Lab” in Chemistry which Chemistry wants back.  It will likely be used for sedimentology and petrology. 

-
It is currently being evaluated for renovations and faculty should get their suggestions into M. Plotnikoff asap.  The lack of a water supply may be an issue.
d) TASC1 Beautification Project
· D. Thorkelson met with S. Dahabieh of Facilities Management regarding possibly projects to give the TASC1 7th Floor a “facelift” and was basically told that all projects will be considered including ones that affect common areas.
· The TASC 1 Beautification Committee consists of:  M. Plotnikoff (Chair), S. Dashtgard (Alternate Chair), R. Dunlop, T. Vaisanen, J. MacEachern and G. Williams-Jones.

e) Student advisors  

· The Dean of Science has decided that all faculty in Earth Sciences will be assigned (probably randomly or alphabetically) 3 to 4 first-year students.  

· Purpose:   to give each student a “friendly face” in the Faculty – for general support; not for academic advising.  All faculty will be given a resource sheet with various names and numbers on it – some students may need to contact an academic advisor, an ombudsperson.  Faculty are expected to be pro-active, and to find out what courses their students are taking, how their exams are going, etc.  

f) Enrollment
· Enrollment is down province wide including the Earth Sciences enrollment.

· As lack of retention is highest in the Faculty of Science that is an issue that must be addressed by way of increasing our numbers. 
g) Research Partnerships with BCGS
- 
B. Thorkelson has been in contact with Richard Neufeld, (Minister of Energy, Mines and Petroleum Resources) and has been assured that BCGS will allow other universities to apply for partnerships.  (A substantial amount of money is involved and currently U. of Victoria is the only one.)
h) News Bulletin, News Letter and  Logo
-
D. Thorkelson would like the Department to shoot for putting out a News Bulletin once a month and a Newsletter probably 3 times a year.

-
The deadline for logo design submissions is Oct. 31 to allow for those in the field to get involved. 
i) CFI proposal
· Colin Jones’ proposed idea is something to do with the environment.  

· If you have an idea please let D. Thorkelson know asap.


j) Chair’s absences this summer
· D. Thorkelson is leaving for the field on June 26 and returning August 2.  R. Dunlop will be Acting Chair.
· D. Thorkelson will be away for a few days, as well, at the end of August. 
.
3. Undergraduate Committee Report – D. Marshall
i) Motion: To approve a Pre-requisite change for EASC 415
Moved:  D. Marshall; Seconded: D. Allen.
Discussion:  Housekeeping.
Unanimous.

ii)
C- minus pre-req. for all our courses has gone through Senate and will apply to courses in the Fall.  As the original intent was not to have this pre-req. on all courses, D. Marshall will be chasing this change down.
4. Graduate Committee Report – D. Gibson

i) Motion: To approve a new graduate course proposal for EASC 610 Petroleum Geology.

Moved:  D. Gibson; Seconded: S. Dashtgard..

Discussion:  This Graduate level course will probably be offered every  6 semesters or so.  S. Dashtgard will be using Patra linked to Accumap as the 3 Dimensional Modeling software, though D. Allen mentioned that she has just negotiated for an updated Patel version.

Unanimous.
5. Ad hoc Restructuring Committee Report

· G. Williams-Jones made reference to Ad hoc Restructuring Committee Report he had circulated to faculty by email following the last consultation.

· Not a lot of solid ideas of what people wanted, though there will be at least 2 more public consultations before it gets close to Senate.
· Geography’s proposal does not seem to be going anywhere at the moment and there is little evidence, at this point that changes will be forced upon us.  
· Some attention being paid to the idea of a new type of center/institute with or without the ability to offer courses that would allow for cross appointments as it is becoming increasing clear that people interested in the environment are scattered throughout the University.
6. Academic Integrity Advisor
· This is a University wide initiative.

· J. MacEachern is the Academic Integrity Advisor for Earth Sciences and will be addressing students in the EASC course in addition to other initiatives. 

7. Other Committee Reports
Equipment:  D. Gibson requested suggestions for Equipment for the Fall.
8. A.O.B. 

Lab Instructor:  We will try to get someone starting Jan. 2008.


ACTION:  R. Dunlop to work on Job Description for Advertisement.  
9.
Motion to Adjourn:  Unanimous.
