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DEPARTMENT OF EARTH SCIENCES

Departmental Meeting

Monday, Dec. 1, 2008 1:30 P.M.
In Attendance:  Derek Thorkelson (Chair), Bonnie Karhukangas (Secretary), Diana Allen, Kevin Cameron, Shahin Dashtgard, Dan Gibson, Cindy Hansen, Dan Marshall, Doug Stead, Brent Ward, Glyn Williams-Jones, Tarja Vaisanen (Departmental Assistant), Sarah Brown (Acting Graduate Student Rep.), Helena Kuikka (Acting Undergrad Student Rep.), Matt Plotnikoff.
1. Approval of Minutes
Motion to Approve Minutes of September 15, 2008 D. Allen, Seconded:  K. Cameron Unanimous with grammatical corrections.
2. Business from Previous Minutes
a) 4f – No updates on the ‘Acknowledgement of Risk’ form to date.
b) 4g – Coffee fund update: Glyn will advise on the status of the coffee funds at our next departmental meeting.

c) 5b – The Faculty of Science has passed the changes to EASC 202.
3. Chair’s Report – D. Thorkelson 

a) Department Vehicles
· Our 2 department vans have been sold for a total of $25,000.  Derek asked the department for suggestions for purchasing new vehicles.  Discussion ensued.  Derek welcomes comments/emails from faculty to let him know what their needs would be. 
b) Nissan Xterra
· Derek has a new research vehicle.  It is available for departmental/research use.  Cost is $.35/mile & gas coverage.  Please let Derek know in advance if you will require use of this vehicle.
c) Budget
· Cuts will be coming for the next fiscal year (est. 2 ½ to 3 ½ %).  We have a small equipment budget still available.  

d) Possible Research Agreement
· In the past, BCMEMPR has had an exclusive agreement with UVic. Derek has approached the ministry to open up this option to other universities.  SFU is next in line for this.
4. Committee Reports

a) Graduate Studies Committee Report – Dan Gibson (for Andy Calvert)
i) Graduate Fellowship Adjudication Policy Change
Discussion:  Rewording of 4th paragraph to include self-funded students
Approved (1 abstained, 1 opposed) with amendments made to paragraph 4.
b) Undergraduate Studies Committee Report – Dan Marshall
Dan reported that Geography brought forth 4 new streams.  Discussion ensued.  Derek will review with several faculty members on affect to EASC and will bring this up to the Dean.
i) Motion: EASC 206  – To approve pre-requisite change
Moved:  D. Marshall
Discussion:  Should this be a pre-requisite or co-requisite change.
Approved. (1 opposed)
ii) Motion: EASC 310 (W)  – To approve vector change
Moved:  D. Marshall
Discussion:  Extra 1 hr lab time not paid for.
Approved. (unanimous)

iii) Motion: EASC 403  – To approve pre-requisite change
Moved:  D. Marshall
Discussion:  Regarding which courses should be pre-requisite.
Motion to be tabled: J. Clague

iv) Motion: EASC 406/416  – To approve program change
Moved:  D. Marshall
Discussion:  Should we take away the field course component?  Should expensive field course be offered every other year? Should the field course be more local and cost effective?  Should it be offered as an elective field trip (no teacher credits given)?
Declined (3 abstained) to be further discussed at our next departmental meeting.
5. Other Committee Reports  
a) Website Committee:  Glyn reported that they are still working on our new website and hope to have it up and running soon.
b) Safety Committee:  Matt will update at our next departmental meeting.  Discussion ensued about the safety of our bus.  Matt informed us that the bus is inspected semi-annually.

6. Any other business

Limited Term Lecturer:  We will be posting for a limited term lecture to teach EASC 101S / 101 / 101 Labs / 210 for the period of April 15 – Dec 30, 2009 to cover maternity and study leaves.
7. Motion to adjourn: Unanimous



Meeting ended at 3:47p.m.
