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DEPARTMENT OF EARTH SCIENCES

Departmental Meeting

Monday, Feb. 11, 2008 1:30 P.M.
In Attendance:  Glyn Williams-Jones, Dirk Kirste, James MacEachern, Peter Mustard, Dan Marshall, Andy Calvert, Dan Gibson, Shahin Dashtgard, Kevin Cameron, Diana Allen, Derek Thorkelson (Chair), Tarja Vaisanen (Departmental Assistant), Bonnie Karhukangas (Secretary), Brett Wheler (Graduate Student Rep.), George Agnes
1. Guest Speaker – George Agnes
George Agnes presented the proposal of a new MSSC program.  This would be a hybrid of conventional based science programs along with business skills.  The proposal would be for a 2 year program: 8 months business, 8 months science, and 8 months work study/internship.  The implementation of this program is at least 18 months away, and George is looking for someone from EASC to sit on the committee.

Discussion: There were questions regarding whether this would create a new position, and who would be the most likely candidate.  
2. Approval of Minutes

Motion to Approve Minutes of  October 22, 2007.  G. Williams-Jones Seconded:  D. Gibson Approved with grammatical corrections (Diana Allen, Brett Wheler abstained)
3. Chair’s Report – D. Thorkelson 

a) Department Vehicles – update
· M. Plotnikoff informed us that SFU now has a policy that 15 passenger vans are no longer to be used.  We currently have 2 vans on hand, and a 24 passenger bus.

· Derek has emailed the dean to find out what options are available, and has requested a new 24 passenger bus, and 2-9 passenger vans.

b) Faculty of  Environment
· The dean wishes to speak further with the department regarding the option to have us change over to the Faculty of Environment. A meeting will be set up this semester.
4. New National Syllabus

The APEGBC will be adopting a new National Syllabus next year.  B. Ward explained some of the proposed changes.
5. Committee Reports

a) Graduate Studies Committee Report  
i) D. Gibson brought forward our current minimum graduate funding.

Discussion:  Should we increase our current minimum funding?  The Grad Committee will make a recommendation to present at our next meeting.

ii)
T. Vaisanen brought forward the issue of the grad students not having medical coverage.
Discussion: Should the faculty provide medical coverage?  The department was in favor of having a uniform coverage for students.

b) Undergraduate Studies Committee Report – Dan Marshall
i) Motion: EASC 421  – To approve prerequisite change
Moved:  D. Marshall
Discussion:  Housekeeping.
Unanimous.

ii) Motion: EASC 201 – To accept the vector change in laboratory period from 2 hours in duration to 3 hours in duration.
Moved:  D. Marshall
Discussion:  Housekeeping – Dan will reword the rationale
Unanimous.

iii) Motion: EASC 312 – To accept program change moving EASC 312-3 Stratigraphy from the mandatory part of the Geology Stream upper division requirements.

Moved: D. Marshall

Discussion: Housekeeping – Dan will reword the rationale

Unanimous (S. Dashtgard abstained)
iv) Motion: GEOG 311 & 317 – To accept program change due to upcoming changes of APEGBC

Moved: D. Marshall

Discussion: Housekeeping

Unanimous

v) Motion: Prerequisite Course Waiver Form – To approve the new form proposed.

Moved: D. Marshall

Discussion: This form is designed to keep on file for any future discrepancy claims by students.  Are all signatures necessary on form? The Undergrad Committee will revise the form to present at our next meeting.
6. Any other business:  
a)
Science Student Recruitment and Retention Committee

-  K. Cameron had a meeting with Stephen Price and asked the department 

for suggestions/ideas for student recruitment.  The Outreach Committee had already met with Stephen Price, and Kevin will refer to Robbie for more information.

b) Modified Work Week
· T. Vaisanen informed faculty that Glenda will now be working a modified work week, and will have every other Friday off.   
7. Motion to adjourn: Unanimous



Meeting ended at 3:55p.m.
