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DEPARTMENT OF EARTH SCIENCES

Departmental Meeting

Monday, Sept. 15, 2008 1:30 P.M.
In Attendance:  Derek Thorkelson (Chair), Bonnie Karhukangas (Secretary), Diana Allen, Andy Calvert, Kevin Cameron, Shahin Dashtgard, Gwenn Flowers, Dan Gibson, Cindy Hansen Dirk Kirste, James MacEachern, Dan Marshall, Peter Mustard, Brent Ward, Glyn Williams-Jones, Tarja Vaisanen (Departmental Assistant), Kate MacLaurin (Acting Graduate Student Rep.), Helena Kuikka (Undergrad Student Rep.)
1. Visiting Scientists – Marta Chiarle & Marco Giardino
Welcome to Marta and Marco our two new Visiting Scientists from Turin, Italy.  They will be with our Department for one year, and gave a brief outline of their areas of research.
2. Approval of Minutes
Motion to Approve Minutes of February 11, 2008. D. Allen Seconded:  K. Cameron Unanimous with grammatical corrections.
3. Business from Previous Minutes
a) 3b – The dean will not be meeting further with the department regarding the Faculty of Environment.

b) 4  - Update on the new syllabus

c) 5b – The changes to EASC 421, 201, 312, and the Enviro-Stream change have all passed and should appear in the updated calendar.
4. Chair’s Report – D. Thorkelson 

a) Budget
· Our departmental budget was reduced by $5,000 for 08-09.  We will have to be a little more conservative in our discretionary spending this year. 
b) Vans
· Despite protests from Earth Sciences, the University decided to eliminate all 12 and 15 passenger vans.  Derek is working on a plan that the department can afford, and is looking at the possibility of private funding.  In the meantime, some of our field trips and schools will be carried out with the bus and the rest will be done with rental vehicles.  
c) Nominations for Membership in University Committees
· There are three positions to be filled by members from the Faculty of Science:  Search committee for VPR; Faculty College (formerly University Tenure Committee:  note that faculty who are not members of a current TPC can apply for the Faculty College position.); Senate Undergraduate Awards Adjudication Committee.  

d) Endowed Chairs
· The search for two research chairs in the field of mineral exploration and hydrocarbon exploration remain underway.  The search for the hydrocarbon chair is looking promising after a recent visit to Calgary by President Stevenson, Ginny Hasselfield and Andy Calvert.  It is possible that we could draw in donations from one or two oil and gas companies, and the provincial government is considering matching the funds.
e) New Scheduling Policy
· The university is imposing a new scheduling policy starting in the Summer 2009 which may cause scheduling problems with the other departments in Science.

f) ​Safety and Training
· D. Thorkelson proposed a draft ‘Acknowledgement of Risk’ form for discussion.  What could be any liability issues?  Is this the sort of waiver we should ask our students to sign?  Derek will review any legal concerns and what the department options may be. 
· Derek has asked Matt to develop a website that will serve as a comprehensive reference on safety and training.
g) Coffee and Cookies
· Thanks to Glyn and his students for the daily coffee break.  The cost to the department could be $1000/year.  Would the faculty be willing to help out with donations to cover the cost of the cookies and coffee for themselves along with extra to help cover a student?
h) Faculty of Environment
· A steering committee chaired by John Clague (Diana also sits on committee) is working on a framework for the new Faculty.  There is a public meeting on Thurs. Sept. 25 at 1:30pm in Halpern room 126.
i) Earth Sciences Logo

· The latest round of suggestions and revisions were reviewed. Are we in the right direction with our current options?  Is it worthwhile to move forward?
5. Committee Reports

a) Graduate Studies Committee Report – Andy Calvert  
i) Funding Policy Change
Discussion:  Rewording second paragraph to indicate if the student has made a separate agreement with supervisor?  Is it possible to have just 1 letter for the students?
Approved with amendments to change to dollar amount in paragraph 4 from $6,000 to $6,250. (2 abstained).

b) Undergraduate Studies Committee Report – Dan Marshall
i) Prerequisite Course Waiver Form – Still under construction and review.
ii) Motion: EASC 202  – To approve corequisite change
Moved:  K. Cameron
Discussion:  Housekeeping.
Approved. (1 abstained)
iii) Upcoming items:
1. Pre-req change to EASC 206: Field Geology I

2. Pre-req change to EASC 403: Quaternary Geology

6. Other Committee Reports  
a) Website Committee:  Glyn reported that they are working on the re-branding of our website and hope to have it up and running in the Fall 2008.  They welcome any suggestions or comments for changes.

b) Sustainability Committee:  Gwenn is the new Sustainability Ambassador, and will be working in our department to reduce consumption and waste.

c) Academic Integrity Advisory Committee:  James reported that there were 2 incidents of dishonesty filed in the summer semester.  The students received a 0 grade on the exam applicable.  It was suggested that the Grad students should take the plagiarism workshop through the library as part of EASC600
7. Any other business
a)
Mentoring Program
· D. Allen discussed the mentoring program, and how we should make sure that all our students are aware that this is available. 

b) Modified Work Week
· T. Vaisanen informed faculty that Bonnie will now be working a modified work week, and will have every other Friday off alternating with Glenda. 

c) Seminar Series
- B. Karhukangas informed faculty that there will be a new day and time for the spring 2009 seminar series.  

From:

Wednesdays 11:30 – 12:30

To: 
Tuesdays 2:30 – 3:30

d) Christmas Party
- This years’ departmental Christmas party will be on Friday November 28th at Lochdale Hall.  Tickets will be $22.  Faculty is in charge of entertainment this year. Ideas: Talent show, karaoke, naughty Christmas Carols
8. Motion to adjourn: Unanimous



Meeting ended at 3:40p.m.
