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DEPARTMENT OF EARTH SCIENCES

Departmental Meeting

Monday, March 23, 2009 1:30 P.M.
In Attendance:  Derek Thorkelson (Chair), Bonnie Karhukangas (Secretary), Diana Allen, Andy Calvert, Shahin Dashtgard, Gwenn Flowers, Dan Gibson, Cindy Hansen, Dirk Kirste, Dan Marshall, Doug Stead, Brent Ward, Tarja Vaisanen (Departmental Assistant), Nathalie Vigouroux-Caillibot (Graduate Student Rep.), Helena Kuikka (Acting Undergrad Student Rep.), Matt Plotnikoff.
1. Approval of Minutes
Motion to Approve Minutes of December 1, 2008 D. Thorkelson, Seconded:  D.Marshall Unanimous with grammatical corrections.
2. Business from Previous Minutes
a) 4biii – Brent would like to bring back to the table EASC 403.
3. Chair’s Report – D. Thorkelson 

a) Retiring Faculty
· Peter Mustard is retiring at the end of August this year.  He has been a great asset to our department and will be missed.  Due to funding, there is no immediate replacement.
b)  Visiting Scientist
- Dr. Mohsen Arvin is a new visiting scientist that will be here periodically over the next year.
4. Committee Reports

a) Graduate Studies Committee Report – Andy Calvert
i) PhD Stipend to be discontinued (phased out over the next 3 years) and will now be a competition.

ii) There will be 10-11 G.F.’s now available, and departments can now split awards with approval from Grad Studies, if they can make an argument for each instance.

iii) Funding is available for entrance awards, which will convert to G.F.’s, if the department enrollment increases.
Discussion: It was suggested to advise students to pay attention to award criteria when applying.
b) Undergraduate Studies Committee Report – Dan Marshall
i) Motion: EASC 314  – To approve vector change
Moved:  D. Marshall

Second:  D. Allen

Approved (unanimous)
ii) Geography Proposal:  3 new streams – Biogeophysical Science, Geoscience, Geopraphic Information.
Moved: D. Marshall

Second: B. Ward

Discussion:  Lengthy discussion on the names of the new streams and how this would affect Earth Sciences.

Approved (3 in favor, 3 opposed, 5 abstained, chair in favor). D. Marshall will vote in favor of these changes at the next undergraduate meeting.
5. Other Committee Reports  
a) Sustainability Embassador:
i)     Gwenn is now on the University Sustainability Committee.  She reminded all to keep lights off as much as possible.
6. Any other business
External Examiner Support: As a result of the current financial situation, the financial support for external examiners travel has been suspended.
7. Motion to adjourn: Unanimous



Meeting ended at 2:50p.m.
