Department of Earth Sciences
Instructions for Assumption of Risk Form

The Assumption of Risk Form has been developed for use in the Department of Earth Sciences.  It serves two main purposes.  First, it brings awareness of health and safety issues to the instructor and the students.  Second, it records existing health concerns and safety issues as self-reported by the students.  Third, it may reduce liability to the instructors, staff and the university if an injury or health problem were to arise.  The form is not a waiver and does not limit the right to sue (e.g., for negligence).

· Use if you run a field trip or field school.
· Fill in areas shown in red to customize the form for your course.
· Review known safety issues and procedures with your class, with emphasis on risk reduction.  Have students take notes.  Consider making the information examinable.
· Hand out one copy per student and have each student sign the form.  Collect signed forms. 
· Clarify issues such as fitness, allergies and medications with students, privately.
· Compile information and hand it out to instructors, TAs and staff who will take part in the field excursion.  Ensure that confidentiality is maintained.
· Keep all files in a secure place with other course material such as examination papers. 
· If an injury occurs or any other safety issue becomes evident, forward relevant forms to Matt, our safety officer, with explanation.
· After one year, dispose of remaining forms in secure recycling box available from Bonnie. 

Files of Interest:
	This instructional document
	Provides step-by-step instructions.

	Assumption of Risk Form
	Mandatory form. Customize for your course. Have students fill it in. Compile the information and bring it to the field.

	Assumption of Risk Form, example
	An example of how to customize the risk form.

	Compilation spreadsheet, example
	An example of how to compile major and minor health and safety concerns. 
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