2

SOME BALK GROUND (NFORNATION §

0.R. Miller refers 1o the Euwst Nations tradctionad.
education style as. “he Tree Ls.” That <

- LOOKING

. LEORNING

LISTENIN G

Shealso sads that young people were educated

by posifive examples i the neme , games
stores and eremon (¢s.?

| .
n 2004, Runavd Powiess did a report on Rust

Nahors educahiona | processes . He claims that,
"Rst Natons Life provicled the tondihans tor
a solid foundatien for cnildheed,” and that
;" tradiional Fust Nattons dnidd-reaning practiwen
permutted childvento exert tneir will witn
ittle witluence tvom tnewr parents 73 in s
way  niddren are abie to learn to funchion
autonewious iy and ¢an Jodali ze themselves
apart o the opiniany and prejuaice of Haer
reavess, a phenowenon whichn \s deeply
42pessing n todays secefuy

Ilam ¥han describes TYoaditional educanon as
mostessentally covering,” e velief of the



unity of all agpects of (e, uluding e seauar and
thesacred ; and e high value placed on e
_I’QSPO?l‘SLk’L-({{'lej o\f—{amrl\}' ,Q,t(—e/,gspemalt)/ o
.iedu.oahﬂg chidien holisticall Y. 4
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Oral tradtion ailews for tmportaunt mforma,hm
Absut polihical aulturar,, theslogieal , cological
aind aogical issues to e passed on withcn

Q group dselt and ketween generations . (nthis
WAy, soups lam khan, “the threat of extinction
List ot an ssue;, it (i3] nsistently an important
part of a chllds ife.” s

historicol wiformatton asut any particular
oCcurance put alse indudes myths, egends
ond gtones . ’mey are, \n essence , fLcthional
depichons of tessons, norms and historical
Jushftcatons tnat teach, *resfect for all ,
wving tngs, shanng, seit-reliance , individual
responsi bd(,% and Proper enauct ” e

oral traddion encom passes ot cml;/ detalled

Oral fradition s also important fecadse (it s

O Ve tNitughn wiach larguage s transmiHed.
LANGUAGE 15tne sole most umporfant ey n
communican on and understanding- parfic o
laviguage reveals o very significant asset

PowlessS daims hat for the Fvst Nahons,

" language and culture lave] arertwined *That 15
MaRy ExpresHions and pyiasts w one \anguage
laccan equivalent w other languoges

|



iLm%uaqz Was sudfered trals tncugheut the
YIS s epidemics can wipe out an entire
Population o which a speafic tanguage (s
newn.

Oral tradition 15 key to the eaucanion of Fust
Nafions as aid not have oo widely used
!S‘iqm{"t"canf waning S‘Ya’r@m.'_\o westerness,

his dea seerms so ccmr’wray radical that

We iave o hard tume fnjind 1o grasp (t. However,
Lno hstonal information wow wntten dewn or
rewrded n o Westexners might deemn
wventional. for Rist Natiovis pecpie, tine

only conventional methoa of teachuing lessans

or At the past was orally. erefore, wien
MULESTONES SUCN (S ANe PeIGoumuiiud vessus
Brhshn olumbia case in 1@t where oral visto

wad deemed acceptable evicence un cowr™, W2

oon see \;ymi' o tremendod feat for Adbongunalds
iwwWos, Ofter all, o 5 all they nad ever byown.

Vi

ATYRCOL FIRST NATIONS EDUCATION *
|

Typiaally, o Fust Nafwns chtld endunng a tradional
educanon, would spend thair first years of Ufe w
aAuvect cowe of not only thed( tmmediate famdy bt
o ear extended ene- Tws ncluded grandparents,
UnCles, Gunts, camsins and even close family fends.



Bveryone walld share tne respers lipllinies of can ng
for the aiild. W trus way, & daild s a.[r@a%
fosed t0 o anety of age groups and

reanng tednniques aind soualizes atlorangly
| |

lr'(LS Q Child  bullds metor g itls and begins to

play, ne s always eatouraged to staw) witinin
dose quartes ot adwlt work. Tis s Winere
\earnung by observation wwies it play

QA ild at s age welld also ecerve exposed to
3o stones legends and Mytns. s Powiess
S, “thildren earned that dreams, visions and
leqands were just as umportant” fo learnung as
WBTUCREN tn ew o pulld a voat, tan a hude,
collect mediane or plant a gasden.”®

(s o child ecomes a feenager, wremanes according
fo tradtion ave ield and s valses education

Aabout e ltural norms. Semeeone of this age myght

also nave learning e witn sgec hic elders who

shau@ gpeaific LM%fmcmm, e (tt medicine or polities
Sovie Avadifions widude quests that allow for
one to feel a deep wonneclion v nature

penfially, a typial tadiional educanon s founded
Wpoh tndwidual freedsm to (earn and uterpiret
and upen, “relaflon to tre natural weovidd,” 4



FIeSTNOTIONS PEDOGOGY 8Y JuNE
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KaWINS £Y's

June aminsty sutitnes fen umpertant pounts wn

adittonal F3t Naons educahon ¢
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(4. THE \MPOETANCE OF ELDERS IN

T EDUCATION Eiders were the vack ipsne of
Fst Nafwons tradthonad pedagegy and are
an umpertant foundation of ail entempor ary.
’\)Qd(l(jogical witiahves .

|
|
-
(2 STORY-TELLING | N EDUCATION
| Stvr\ff‘re,ltmq S Q to// practice wn Fust Nations
2duwahion dnd vesealdh - it 15 the foundation
of all oval h stony transimigsion

P
iLH;RESPECT Respect was taugint from an carly age,
T ond © the premise for setting a fespechive meed
of all learning expenences , Respect wetudes an
AArENess of the persendd space of selt and
- 0thes, and actenswiedgung te (mportance of
- e (Ode ot Sulence .

ﬁ‘m& FOUR DIREBCTIONS 0 awareness of tre

T dour direchovs - East, Sewtn, West and North proviaes
& oL framewort for Poth educanon and ealth

| plcmnmq

o7

'«E(.l RCLE TALES Tvo fadiniona) practice provide
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a mullieuw and @ ontext £ox respecttul rejations,
didogue. amd equity tn deasion -making.,
prem-solving, \kamuing and planning

o QUOTERNITY Ths eyclally orgamzed |
lepetive and centye-tucused discursive patter n
ot wrmnq and brawstorm g s Ufrinsic to
Bt Naflons dis cowse. .

(@ POSITIONAUITY an auaenes and
‘adonowledgeient of eacn persons fraime of mund
1§ atheal 10 Frst Nanons education

#
(8§ JExPERIANTIAL KNOWLEDGE icwlcdge
fganed thysugn tne process of (ivang s enhical
1o Fust Nahovs educatonal and health planning,
and sheuld be tapped winen plannwng wnthanves.

(@MULTIPLE INTELLIGENCES ienming shoud
uncorporate ditferent wous of tnoing, includ ng
Unguishe, visudd , knesthenic, Spacial, wnterpeiseonad
untrapessonal | inaturalsne musicak and maffzenatical
vntRALoendes .

) INTERCONNECTEDNES) An witense ana deep
@hnectedness witn all that suasunds us s a
Aoundatonal conceT oF At ahons educandn , s
ndudes o conneh ono Mother ot anaall ik the
UWAIVE(SL cantiin s,




OWESTERN (MPOCT

Tradinondl way of Wfe Wes compietely tarstermed
upen the amval of Buropeains i Novtn amenca .

Bentually, e attempt 4o “assimilate” and ‘avilige*
e At Natons geote prompted residennal

‘Scnools aund Wﬂqqadnd. ot ey were . Aswde

Qe e poor usnauiions And, apuise tncit (e
asocated witn, tve empletely disabiect the

ole ot tvodifitondl 2ducanion . Tswless calls the
"restdmmt school 3ystem,“ the wounterpiece of-

e assumuation stvategy,” " Culdren were €orbidden
0 sRaE Nahve languades and (o5t contiet with treir
famiy mempers, Traditondl education beame
Lssentially obsolefe o tnese chuldren.

}Uames C. MacPnerson states that the federal
government had adopted an wuntegrathion pouc

ot fust Nahans stucent w\/ \aso atter avond oming
w8 seqreqation-vased one. By 1439 hesays ,
provinaal scnocls wexe educaning every TWo

‘m’r of tnree students 12

Tnese Ym\rmctal SN0\, the. curvicdlum of wilch
Bxe all aware, & hot based 6M e same found chons
of 1deals oS radihe ot Fust Naans eaucanon s
Thatts,  tocuses manly sn e art of e record
!cmd witing and fats and does not encenpass
e alfvushc elements of Rt Nahons education .
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SuMMaLY OF STRUGGLE

After the White Caper mishop of 1964, the Nanswa|
Indan Brother nood was formed and toq{d‘hgr

advoceated for education rignts alma}
wt’m mMany otrier umportant pouacal ngints

m AF2 e Nahonal tnctian Brother hcod developed
e ‘Wndian (svhvol of linduan Eaucanon paper
mhtd’l outlined e Fust Nanhons dgsire 1o have
LduLanon w asebhnq u whioh the funaamental
nﬁ’r Nafens athudes and values weuld e
‘rezlrt’roroed e

;|l'h A¥5, the governiment respanded with a pottay
based sn two goals « tv reworce Fust Natte
de’m-y and 1o pruvide frainng forgood (Wings
TD Fust Nathons windividiualds, 4

%stevar, e federal qovernvient still tnsists
That Fst Naovs 8choots, covitorm 1o proviincid L
requlation with (@ fect o cum culuim /.
teacher eredentials Schoolyear and so on.” &

| dovit Enow avout you but to we this is compiete
}tgr\mance ot Fust Nafors tradinondl edu cation

ond g felivan and importance & cames -
ot ENY 4o FLrst Nanons Socuedled ut alse 1o
Aodaus issues and policies.



AN INTERVIEW W(TH CHEWS B0\"

Wheire are yeu trom, (netsea?

1. I'm from the Migmak Nation. They originate from Nova Scotia and New Brunswick,
basically Eastern Canada. They're probably o_nly respectively known‘from the Beqthuk
vs. Migmak fight, which resulted in extermination of the Beothuk Nation. It was a fight to
the death over territory between two mildly violent bands.

;Have youany tntvrmation alsut traditigal
educanion’

2. Since | haven't grown up in my native territory I'm uneducated directly about the
specifics of my group. The only knowledge | have is learning from school courses and
the Aboriginal Incentive Program offered to children and young adults beginning in
Elementary School until Graduation.

However in the A.l.P. I've learned about the Creator, the Four Directions, the Animals of
the Directions, phrases of some bands that live in B.C; hand motions that mean words in
the Aboriginal Culture, and of course plenty of stories during the meetings. Theres so
much to go on! Haha.

| y . - .
Do you have any expenences With Rst Nafion
educaton?

3. I've had plenty of experiences. not just schooling either. Through A.I.P. I've been

recommended to join other programs that allow teenagers with aboriginal ancestry to
travel abroad and learn about each area's history. | myself have gone to Simon Fraser

University during the summer and have stayed there for two - three weeks to meet other|

students from all over B.C. There, we've learned how to canoe, visit different
universities, explore our native languages, and focus on using our ancestry to make a
better future for Aboriginal Students.
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wiat ao yeuthine (s gocd abautt tradifional
Rt Natons education vesus the ediucationN
ot Mest Canadions receve tuday 7

4. Today, as it is, people have changed really. Nobody really wants to listen. Nostalgia is
just a feeling now and isn't something everyone wants. Because Aboriginal people's
pasts can be so horrific its understandable. Traditional Education traces back to those
routes and roads nobody wants to wander down, because the truth is such a thing to

learn. Its really real.

1 | think the education people receive today can help them out with the 'NOW'. Which
overall is helpful. You need the education today to find a job tomorrow. | think overall the
government's education system is helpful. Its much more different than it was 100 years
ago. Traditional Education though, if people are willing to endure it and seek out the
information, won't just help with remembering the past, but also helping to shape the

future.

Overall if we were able to, | would seek out both equals of the learning system. Through
the Government and Traditionally. If Aboriginal people could learn through both, then
Aboriginal people would... basically overall benefit; in North American Society and the

Aboriginal Society.

CONCLSIOR

Fust Nafans fvadinonat| education encompasses o Vast
varetyy ot aspets tat allaw people wine endure ot
IndiViduoMEyL, o velationsindg wiin nature and a
eredible woug of I Ty Western umpact nas
rasmed g educanion to pount of
asimtationtst eduhion ecomung essenhal o

e weklbeang of all mermbars of socety . Uelsea

15 agat - We eed © ind tne st of rotn worlds®,
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m History ot Fust Nations Eddcation w on tano,’
Fuest Nahons Taaditional Education Reacices (20ed) <
par. 2, ntte f/www ntets - of - cntanc. oG /edu (ddiay
manhceﬁtw A 20H1stony % of L 20t 7. Z0Nahms % 20
Educahon, doc.,

;Lf lram Khan, “A Brief History of the Bducafion of
Fust Nations onildren ©» what Sheuld they Learn
A HOW Shauld Theay teann 117 72 Cpar. |, NHP.//wivw,
},_CU’Kld[(ll’\LG\ﬂT{’ﬂf A /mu(’(.luttqq ﬁrs’rpri hhml

5 lbid., par.1.
l‘“ Ibid., par, i.
l” Powless, " The New f-‘qmdu par.s.
!3 lewd.,, par. 4,

"o, par .5



I

| {

03 une Kamusiy, " Rvst Nations Pedagogy |
hite /| Grstnationspedaqogy com/ teorny . ntm |

|

" Pow(ess, “The News Ogenda tistong of Federal
Education Pol.tc,x!L, pora, 2.

;“-'- James C. Mac Pherson |, Repert onTradition

ond Education: Tewards o Vis\on of e Future
Purlished Report, \Qal,

_?‘3 Powless , "The New Qgenda,” The \9eq white Papec —
: LinkS . ad- )?‘U‘b-

* {bd., par, ¥

'S Powless, "Tre New Qgendd," Eallure of the
Fedual Educafion Poley parn, 7.

;“" Uhelsea Fullard , conversanon electyonical Iy', Maich
224 2008



	Image0002.pdf
	Image0003
	Image0004
	Image0005
	Image0006
	Image0007
	Image0008
	Image0009
	Image0010
	Image0011
	Image0012
	Image0013
	Image0014
	Image0015



