
Testing Gravity 2023 Directions and Local Information

Getting Around Vancouver:

A lot of Vancouver is very walkable, and the buses and the skytrain are easy to use. Google Maps and TransLink provide

accurate information for Vancouver transit. A trip within Zone 1 costs $2.75 and will allow you to take as many transfers as

needed for 90minutes. All the transportation fares can be loaded into a Compass card, or directly deduced from your credit

card. It’s highly recommended to buy aCompass card, which is sold at vendingmachines at all SkyTrain stations (including at

YVR airport), as well as many supermarkets and shops.

Inwhat follows, youwill find directions to the hotels and the conference venue, aswell as the banquet at 19:00 onFriday

at Al Porto Ristorante in 321Water Street. There are also suggestions for places to eat, and some other popular activities in

Vancouver.

Getting to the venue and the hotels from the YVR airport:

TheSkyTrainCanadaLine is thebest option for getting fromVancouver InternationalAirport (YVR) todowntownVancouver

and is faster than taking a taxi. At YVR, follow signs for the SkyTrain and buy your Compass Card at one of the vending

machines on the platform.

The conference venue, SFUHarbour Centre (which is right under that landmark tower with the saucer on top), and the

Delta hotel are steps away from theWaterfront station, while the Sandman hotel is 5-7 min walk away from the Vancouver

City Centre station.

The registration desk at Harbour Centre will be open on Wednesday and Thursday until 19:00. On other days it will

remain open until the end of the talks. If your flight lands sufficiently early, we suggest that you come straight to the venue,

register, and let our volunteers help you find your way to your hotel.

Delta Hotel:

Delta Hotel is right across the street from SFU Harbour Building. From the airport, take the SkyTrain all the way toWater-

front station. When you get off the train, take the exit to Granville Street. When you are above ground, turn around and

go right onWest Hastings Street. Delta Vancouver Suites is just over one block away past the Seymour andWest Hastings

intersection. The entire trip from YVR should take less than 30minutes, and the SkyTrain comes about every 6minutes.

Sandman Hotel Vancouver:

SandmanHotel is a 5-7minwalk away from theVancouver City Centre Station on the SkyTrain line coming from the airport.

Once you come out of the station, walk alongWest Georgia Street toward Granville Street.

Sandman Hotel is also right across the street from the Stadium-Chinatown SkyTrain station, which is on a different line

that also goes to theWaterfront station (i.e. the venue). To get to/from the venue, you canwalk for about 15minutes, or take

the SkyTrain from the Stadium Station.

To walk from Sandman to SFU Harbour Centre, go left onto West Georgia Street. Then turn right into Cambie Street.

and then take a left atWest Hastings Street. Harbour Centre will be right there.

https://bit.ly/2DsKc3N
http://www.translink.ca
http://www.alporto.ca
https://tinyurl.com/yasn4eqo
http://www.translink.ca/en/Schedules-and-Maps/SkyTrain/SkyTrain-Schedules/Canada-Line.aspx
http://www.yvr.ca/en/passengers
https://www.sfu.ca/mecs/facilities/harbour-centre.html
http://www.marriott.com/hotels/travel/yvrdv-delta-vancouver-suites/
http://infomaps.translink.ca/System_Maps/skytrain_station_maps/waterfront_station.pdf
https://www.sandmanhotels.com/locations/british-columbia/vancouver/hotels/vancouver-city-centre-vcc?property=VCC&adults=2&children=0&dates=2017-01-24_2017-01-29&groupCode=912299&fromSearch=1&currency=CAD
http://infomaps.translink.ca/System_Maps/skytrain_station_maps/granville_vancouver_city_centre_station.pdf
http://infomaps.translink.ca/System_Maps/skytrain_station_maps/granville_vancouver_city_centre_station.pdf
http://www.marriott.com/hotels/travel/yvrdv-delta-vancouver-suites/
https://www.sandmanhotels.com/locations/british-columbia/vancouver/hotels/vancouver-city-centre-vcc?property=VCC&adults=2&children=0&dates=2017-01-24_2017-01-29&groupCode=912299&fromSearch=1&currency=CAD
http://infomaps.translink.ca/System_Maps/skytrain_station_maps/stadium_chinatown_station.pdf
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Getting to the Banquet:
To get to the banquet at Al Porto Ristorante, you can either take a bus, walk, or take a taxi. We recommend to go directly

from the venue, where our volunteers will be leading groups going there by a 5 minute walk. If you are taking a bus, make

sure you have a Compass card or a credit card. You can buy a Compass card in advance from the vending machines at all

SkyTrain stations (including at YVR airport).

Walk from Delta Hotels and Harbour Centre:

Walk alongWest Hastings Street towards Richards Street, then turn left on Richards Street. Head straight for 100 meters

untilWater Street. Al Porto Ristorante is a block away from this intersection.

Walk from Sandman Hotel:

Walk along Cambie Street towardsWest Georgia Street. The intersection of CambiewithWater Street is 700meters away.

Turn right at this intersection, Al Porto Ristorante is on the right.

Places to Eat:
Vancouver is anawesomecity foreatingout, especially forAsian foodofall types, butalsoother typesof international cuisine

and fusion. For lunch, the easiest option is to go to the big food court underneath the venue, which offers a good variety of
healthy and other types of fast food. There are also many restaurants nearby. The list below is a short-list of some of the

organizers’ favourites.

Near Harbour Centre, Sandman Hotel and Delta Hotels by Marriott:

• Steamworks, 375 Water Street: This brew pub is a Vancouver staple. You will find all of the standard pub fare and

more, and it is also a great chance to try some local awardwinning beer.

• Bonchaz, 426WHastings Street: This small bakery has delicious sandwiches served on bread baked in house. Their

claim to fame is the Bonchaz Bun, which is a sweet dough bunwith a butter and sugar filling. Great for lunch.

• La Taqueria, 322 W Hastings Street: This little taco shop is home to probably the best tacos in Vancouver, and is a

great stop for lunch.

• Nuba, 207WHastings Street: This excellent Lebanese restaurant is good for lunch or dinner.

• The Boathouse, 1795 Beach Avenue: Local seafood and pub fare.

• Cactus Club, 1790 Beach Avenue: Casual dining with a pretty view.

• Akira Sushi, 1069Denman Street: An excellent choice if you are feeling like sushi.

• Banana Leaf, 1096Denman Street: This awardwinningMalaysian restaurant serves their food tapas-style, where all

dishes are shared.

http://www.alporto.ca
http://www.steamworks.com
http://www.bonchaz.ca
http://www.lataqueria.com
http://www.nuba.ca
http://boathouserestaurants.ca/locations/#ENGLISH%20BAY
https://www.cactusclubcafe.com/location/english-bay/
http://www.akirasushi.ca
http://www.bananaleaf-vancouver.com
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Further Afield
• Shizen Ya, 985 Hornby Street: This delicious sushi restaurant serves only brown rice, and all of their salad is made

with organic vegetables. It has vegan and gluten-free options as well.

• Cafe Crepe, 874 Granville Street: This is a great place to stop at lunch for a quick crepe.

• Zefferelli’s, 1136 Robson Street: This spaghetti joint has a lovely atmosphere and is right above one of the busiest

shopping streets in Vancouver.

• The Naam, 2724West4thAvenue: This is a verybusy vegetarian restaurant that is open24hours aday7days aweek.

They also have live music from 19:00-22:00 every night. It is a bit further away, but the trip is worth it. Make sure to

try the sesame fries andmiso gravy.

• Healthy Noodle House, 2716West 4th Avenue: Right next door to the Naam, this noodle house is very small, but the

owner is very friendly and the food is delicious. Stop by if theNaam is too busy, or youwant tasty noodle soupwithout

high sodium orMSG.

• Vij’s, 1480W 11 Avenue: This award winning Indian restaurant serves inventive dishes and has a great atmosphere.

They do not take reservations, and open at 17:30.

Things to do in Vancouver:
• Harbour Centre Tower: Located right above our meeting venue, the tower offers 360º aerial view of Vancouver and

the surrounding area. Pretty at night!

• The Seawall:Walk, run, orbike theSeawall, a scenic22kmpath thatextendsall theway fromCoalHarbourdowntown

to Kitsilano Beach. It is a beautiful trail, especially if the weather cooperates.

• Stanley Park: This enormous park is very close to downtown. There are kilometers of trails, scenic views, and other

things to see. TripAdvisor recently named it the top park in the world.

• Granville Island: Granville Island is one of the top tourist destinations in the city. With a mix of shops, restaurants,

theatres, a market and amarina, there is something for everyone.

• Vancouver Aquarium: This aquarium is located in the heart of Stanley Park, and is the largest aquarium inCanada. It is

home to two dolphins, two beluga whales, and over 50,000 different animals.

• UBC Museum of Anthropology: This museum is probably the top world-class museum in the lower mainland, with

collection consisting of 40,000 objects representing cultures from all over the world.

• Fly Over Canada: This flight simulation ride takes you all over Canada, and is complete with scents, mist, and wind. It

is located at Canada Place, quite close to Harbour Centre.

• Capilano Suspension Bridge: Check out spectacular Capilano Canyon from high above on a suspension bridge, and

walk the local rainforest habitat among 1300-year-old old Douglas firs.

• Grouse Mountain Gondola: GrouseMountain Gondola will take you high in the North Shoremountains with spectac-

ular views of the Vancouver. Fun even if you do not ski! Even better if you do!

• Visit Whistler: While not in Vancouver, the resort municipality of Whistler is a very popular destination for skiing,

snowboarding, and other winter activities. There are shuttles from downtown to get there.

http://www.shizenya.ca
http://www.cafecrepe.com
http://www.zefferellis.com
http://www.thenaam.com
http://www.healthynoodle.ca
http://www.vijsrestaurant.ca
http://www.vancouverlookout.com/
http://vancouver.ca/parks-recreation-culture/seawall.aspx
http://vancouver.ca/parks-recreation-culture/stanley-park.aspx
http://granvilleisland.com/
http://www.vanaqua.ca
http://moa.ubc.ca/
http://www.flyovercanada.com
http://www.capbridge.com/
http://www.grousemountain.com/
http://www.whistlerblackcomb.com/

