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The Devotional Reading Text 

One interest in this devotional page is that it shows an example where effective understanding of 
the text seems to require recognizing an event in the story which is prominent, but not 
represented by any text. In the analysis diagram it is represented by "GHOST SEGMENT," along 
with imputed content. Ellipsed segments of this sort are rare in written monologue text.  

Another interest is that there is an important part of the organization of this text that is carried by 
a strong template of layout and formatting. Fonts, white space, break lines and positions are 
employed to give simultaneous approachability to several parts. (The analysis is confined to 
the body of the right hand page.)  

RST is implicitly working with a linear view of text and so does not have a representation for 
these features.  

The scanned image below shows features of this and the adjacent page.  

 
The text: 

1) July 27 Tuesday 2) Let Go! 3) Read: Psalm 31:1-8 4) In You, O Lord, I put my trust ... Have 
mercy on me, O Lord, for I am in trouble. -- Psalm 31:1,9 5) In an article for Campus Life 
magazine, Susan Smart describes her third -- and nearly last -- solo flight. 6) She had been 
practicing a maneuver at 5,000 feet 7) when she lost control and her Cessna 150 began spinning 
wildly toward earth. 8) After several seconds of panic, 9) she recalled her instructor's words: 10) 
"If you ever go into a spin in a Cessna 150, 11) just let go of the controls. 12) It's built to fly on 
its own." 13) Susan shouted to herself several times, "Let go!" 14) Finally she yanked her hands 
from the controls and covered her face. 15) After some wild yawing and pitching, 16) the plane 
returned to level flight. 17) She had fallen more than half a mile, 18) but she survived 19) 
because she had the faith to let go. 20) Her experience vividly illustrates what it means to trust 
God in a time of crisis. 21) I know that's hard to do 22) when it feels as if everything in our lives 
is spinning wildly out of control. 23) Our feelings cry out for us to panic, to doubt His promises, to 
ignore or disobey His instructions, and to try to solve things without Him. 24) But those responses 
are futile. 25)In Psalm 31, David cried out to the Lord in his time of trouble. 26) He knew that his 
only hope was to put his situation in God's hands and rely on Him. 27) Is your life in a spin? Let 
go of the controls! -- DCE 28) Though to your shortsighted vision No way of escape may appear, 
29) Trust, for when least you expect it, 30) The help of the Father is near. -- Anon. 31) THE BEST 
WAY TO HANDLE A PROBLEM IS TO HAND IT OVER TO GOD. 32) Extracted from Our Daily Bread, 
June July August 1999, RBC Ministries, Grand Rapids, Michigan.  

 



The text as it appeared: 

  



 



 



 



 



 


