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Overview

■ Research approaches with data and statistics

■ Navigating datasets

■ Help?

http://www.gocomics.com/calvinandhobbes/1989/10/31



Research Approach

Start with a question

■ Think about what kind of data you 
need and who may produce it

■ Locate and assess data

■ Access and analyze data

Start with data

■ Visualize the data 

■ Identify trends

■ Identify gaps

■ Formulate the question

https://public.tableau.com/shared/MZCWWWT4N?:display_count=yes


Searching for data

■ Subject / discipline specific repositories
■ Secondary sources

– Public policy journals, monographs and white papers
– Newspaper articles
– The Daily

■ Data Centres:
– Statistics Canada
– Inter-university Consortium for Political and Social Research

■ Google hack(s)
■ Ask a librarian

https://www.articulatemarketing.com/blog/false
-statistics-in-marketing-promotion
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Google hack:



Google hack:



Consider
■ Source:

– Reliability
– Methodology
– Codebooks and ReadMe files

■ Scope
– Variables
– Geography
– Time

■ Accessibility:
– Format
– Availability

■ Presentation:
– Accurate or misleading



Limits you may have to work around

■ Timeframe available is too short

■ Information is too old

■ No info for your country of interest

■ Wrong measurement (e.g. raw number versus %)

■ Inconsistent methodology (over time, between 
governments)

■ Hard to define your variable of interest
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Statistics Canada

■ Census

■ Surveys

■ Website
– The Daily
– Publications
– CANSIM*

■ Canadian Census Analyzer*

■ Statistics Canada Web Data Server

■ Public Use Microdata Files

http://www.statcan.gc.ca/eng/start
http://www.lib.sfu.ca/


British Columbia

■ BC Stats
– Business, Industry & Trade
– Economy
– Employment & Labour Market
– People, Population & Economy
– Nature & Environment
– Government

■ BC Open Data 
– By sector
– By format
– By type

http://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/data/about-data-management
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http://www.un.org/en/index.html
http://www.worldbank.org/
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Unofficial

Non-Profit

Think Tanks

Trade / Professional 
Associations

NGOs

Academic Research

• Fraser Institute
• Canadian Centre for 

Policy Alternatives

• International 
Development 
Research Centre

• Sierra Club

• Canadian 
Association of 
Midwives

• SFU Radar
• DataCite
• Abacus



[Re]Sources

■ Abacus
– Secondary data

– Statistics Canada 
– Open data

■ Radar
– SFU’s Research data repository
– Primary data

■ Inter-university Consortium for Political and Social 
Research (ICPSR)

– Curated data from researchers, government 
departments and agencies

– Search by variable, study, theme or access 
data through the literature

Directories/registries
■ Re3data.org*

– Global registry of research data 
repositories

■ DataCite*
– Registry of datasets, software and 

images
– Provides DOIs 
– Link journal content with data

■ Share.osf.io
– Directory of scholarly content including 

articles, presentations and datasets

Content

https://www.re3data.org/
https://search.datacite.org/
https://share.osf.io/


Remember

■ It’s not you, it’s the database

■ Secondary sources are information gold mines

■ Ask Google*, really
– [your search term here] site:.gc.ca or 

site:.org or site—you get it

■ *Don’t give out your credit card information

■ Ask a librarian



For further assistance

Finding data & statistics: http://www.lib.sfu.ca/find/other-materials/data-gis

Carla Graebner cgraebne@sfu.ca
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