Communication 110 Sample Midterm Exam

The following is an example of the kind of exam you will receive on October 14th, 2008.

Instructions:  Please choose two (2) questions from the following list and write an essay for each.  The exam is worth 25% of the final grade for the course.

1. In the first selection in your courseware, Conceptual Foundations: What is Communication?, author Katherine Miller suggests that although there are problems with defining communication, there are three points on which communication scholars tend to agree: (1) Communication is a Process; (2) Communication is Transactional; and (3) Communication is Symbolic.  Explain what Miller means by each of these three points.  Based on what you have studied thus far, what fourth point would you add to her list?  Justify your choice.

2. Neil Postman claims:

New technologies alter the structure of our interests: the things we think about.  They alter the character of our symbols: the things we think with.  And they alter the nature of community: the arena in which thoughts develop.

In your view, what is Postman saying in this passage?  Relate the ideas expressed here back to the main lines of argument developed by Postman in his article, The Judgment of Thamus.

3. Outline George Herbert Mead’s argument concerning the development of the self.  Be sure to mention the role of language and the place of play and games in his theory. 

4. Walter Ong claimed that oral societies were:

(a) Closer to the lifeworld

(b) Situational rather than abstract

(c) Participatory rather than objectively distanced

Explain how literate societies – like our society – are further from the lifeworld, abstract rather than situational, and objectively distanced rather than participatory.  Can you think of situations where we actually seek to be more like an oral culture than a literate one?  What do you think are the implications of our wanting to be more like a traditionally oral society?

