CMNS 110---Fall 2010

Class presentations—15%

The presentation mark will be incorporated with the overall 15% mark for tutorial attendance, and participation in class discussion.

Presentations begin Week 3 and run to week 13.
NOTE: Presentation schedule will be finalized during tutorials in Week 2 (Wednesday, September 15), so make sure you attend and sign up. 

It is a student’s responsibility to make sure they have signed up for a presentation, and to specify which readings/week they will be presenting on. It is also the student’s responsibility to arrange for/and return any audio-visual equipment they may wish to use during their presentations.

Presentation criteria:
*A copy of the presentation is to be sent to the TA as Word attachment a day PRIOR to the presentation, at the latest. i.e. By Tuesday, prior to the presentation on Wednesday).
*The handout should have a proper title, your “name & number,” the TA’s name and tutorial section, and provide correct bibliographic data on the article. Any of the academic styles (e.g. APA, Chicago etc.) is acceptable, so long as it is used consistently. Use of charts and infographics in addition to the presentation are welcomed and encouraged, but not necessary.
*Presentations involve a student-prepared handout of approximately 3-4 pages on the weeks’ readings and its contents, to be followed by class discussion. Bring hard copies for all students and TA. Each student is expected to present for 15-20 minutes each, followed by class discussion.

*The presentation should begin with a synopsis statement of the author’s key argument (s). 

*The presentation to follow should be supported the student’s assessment of the argument or questions the article raises ---i.e. their understanding and critique of the material, illustrated by a set of key quotes drawn from the reading, and properly cited.  Students will provide a clear summary of the main argument(s) raised by the author in the article. The summary will address the key elements or stages in the development of the author’s argument and will connect this argument to themes or topics raised in the course. Students will outline both the strengths and weaknesses of the author’s claims and ideally, will make connections between what the author addresses, and experiences, events or people from beyond the text.
*Each presenter is to bring 2-3 questions to lead class discussion at the end of their presentations. Students will develop 2-3 meaningful questions meant to provoke class discussion following their 15-20 minute presentation. This is one place where students may find it useful to try and link the issues and claims raised in an article with the larger themes and topics raised in the course. *The hard copies will be handed out on the day of students’ presentations, and will be used as a form of study notes for the mid-term and final exams. So hold on to your copies.
