SFU International Film Forum (IFF)

Presents

Blackmail
(Alfred Hitchcock, 84 min, 1929)
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Friday November 23, 2007

6.30-9.30 pm

Images Theatre, AQ, SFU Burnaby Campus

An early film that anticipated some of our current social concerns with surveillance was Hitchcock’s Blackmail, a work that is filled with images of being watched.  Blackmail shows how surveillance places a moral burden that can’t easily be cast off and reveals how watching and knowledge can produce profound ethical problems.

Hitchcock’s first sound film, Blackmail is notable for its expressionistic style and its presentation of working-class London.  Significant for the way in which Hitchcock used sound symbolically, the film is a remarkable achievement for the director’s first experiment with sound technology.

Based on the theme of “Surveillance and the Cinema*,” the film will be introduced by SFU School of Communication professor Gary McCarron. The screening will be followed by open forum discussion.

*Also, as CMNS course 428 to be offered in Spring 2008.
