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Examples

Socrates (469-399 BC?) 

Plato (428 BC-348/7 BC) 

Aristotle (384-322 BC)

Elijah (875-848 BC?)

Zoroaster (628-551 BC?)

Upanishads (ca. 1000 BC to 600 BC)

Siddhartha Gautama (563-483 BC)

Confucius (551-479 BC)

Zhuangzi (died ca. 329 BC)

Jesus (died ca. 33 AD)

Characteristics of the Axial Age


jūnzǐ

New Intellectual Elite

the Jewish prophets and priests, 

the Greek philosophers and Sophists, 

the Chinese literati,

the Hindu brahmans, 

the Buddhist samgha

Criticisms

II.  Pax Han-Romana and the Silk Road

Classical Empires


Mauryan Empire (321 BC – 185B C) 

+ Kushan (ca. 0 AD – 200s AD)


Parthian Empire (247 BC – 224 AD)


Hàn Dynasty (206 BC – 220 AD)


Roman Empire (27 BC – 400s AD)

Rome: government, empire, law



king



consuls



senate



patricians

plebians

tribunes

Augustus (63 BC to 14 AD)



jus civile (civil law)

jus gentium (law of the nations)

Qín Dynasty


Qínshǐ Huángdì (259BC – 209 BC)

Hàn Dynasty

Mauryan Empire and King Asoka (269-232)

