HISTORY 254

MIDTERM EXAMINATION

SAMPLE

Part I.  Identifications 

(15 points).  Identify, and elucidate the historical significance of two of the following five items.  Dedicate no more than a short paragraph of four sentences to each item.  Include appropriately precise chronological information.  


[list of items will not be announced in advance]

Part II.  Chronology

(5 points).  There will be a list of 5 historical events.  For each, write down the letter of the corresponding time period.  

For example:  If item #1 is “An Lushan Rebellion,” you would write “1.  F.”

A)  before 1766 BC

B)  1766 BC to 771 BC

C)  771 BC to 221 BC

D)  221 BC to 220 AD

E)  220 AD to 589 AD
F)  589 AD to 907 AD
G)  907 AD to 1279 AD

H)  1279 AD to 1364 AD

I)  1364 AD to 1644 AD

J)  after 1644 AD


[list of events will not be announced in advance]

Part III.  Written-Source Analysis 

(30 points).  Write a short essay analyzing one of the two passages provided.  Your goal should be to identify the author and work, but getting the background right is most important.

PASSAGE A

[passage will not be given in advance]

PASSAGE B


[passage will not be given in advance]

HIST 254: Final Examination Study Guide

(this will be fully comprehensive, though most material will be post-618)

Part I.  Identifications 

(30 points, 45 minutes total).  Identify, and elucidate the historical significance of ten of the following twelve nouns.  Use this format for each item:  Your first sentence should answer, What was it?  Your second sentence should answer, When was it?  (i.e. during what dynasty—specify eastern/western/northern/southern where appropriate).  Your third sentence should answer, Why is it important?  

Part II.  Chronology

(10 points; 10 minutes).  There will be a list of 10 historical events.  For each, write down the letter of the corresponding time period.  

For example:  If item #1 is “An Lushan Rebellion,” you would write “1.  F.”

A)  before 1766 BC

B)  1766 BC to 771 BC

C)  771 BC to 221 BC

D)  221 BC to 220 AD

E)  220 AD to 589 AD
F)  589 AD to 907 AD
G)  907 AD to 1279 AD

H)  1279 AD to 1364 AD

I)  1364 AD to 1644 AD

J)  after 1644 AD

Part III.  Written-Source Analysis 

(30 points; 35 minutes).  Write an ESSAY analyzing one of the two passages provided.  Your goal should be to identify the author and work, but using textual clues and your knowledge of Chinese history to analyze the passage is most important.

Part IV.  Visual-Source Analysis 

(10 points; 15 minutes).  Write a short ESSAY analyzing one of the two images provided  One will be artistic and the other cartographical.  

Part V.  Main Essay

(60 points; 70 minutes).  Three of the following Five Interesting Questions will appear on the exam.  Write on one.  A strong essay will be detailed yet comprehensive to 1800, organized,  and full of evidence supporting a clear, strong, and interesting thesis.  



[The Five Interesting Questions will be announced before the exam]

