Comparisons with the West

Climate

Revival of empire





Population

Revenue (in cwt of grain equivalent)

Byzantine


25 million

30 million

Tang (Xuanzong)

50+ million

60+ million

Caliphate


20 million

35 million

Progress of Capitalism

Plague

Barbarian invasions

Conversion to heavy cavalry

Commonwealths

Urban and rural

Spread of culture

Maritime activity

Connections with the West

Merchants 

Sogdians (Manichean)

Syrians (Nestorian)

Radanites (Jewish) 

The Indian Ocean world

Tang cosmopolitanism

Immigration

Exchanges

West gets plague, oranges, silk production, paper

China gets cotton, sugar, red coral, “Western plate” dishes

The end of Tang xenophilia

