Syncretism in the Han Dynasty

syncretism[from Latin syncretismus, from Greek συγκρητισμός]

I.  Syncretism of Thought:  Confucianism + Legalism + Daoism = ?

Legalism

Confucianism

Wŭdì 武帝 (141 to 87 BC)
Dǒng Zhòngshū 董仲舒 (c. 179 to 104 BC)
The Five Classics

Old texts vs. new texts

Daoism

Huainanzi 淮 南 子
Mt. Tài 泰 

Huáng-lǎo 黄老
Yīnyáng Five Phases (yīnyáng wǔxíng 阴 阳 五 行 )


metal, wood, water, fire, earth

the Eight Trigrams

the Ten Heavenly Stems

the Twelve Earthly Branches

magic square

Fāngshì方士 ("masters of methods") 

Book of Changes (Yījīng 一 经)

II.  Syncretism of Culture:  Chinese + barbarian = ?

A.  Xiōngnú匈 奴
Silk road

embassy of Zhāng Qiān 张 骞 (138 – 125 BC) 

B.  Colonizing the South

