Han and the Pax Romana

Classical Empires


Mauryan Empire (321 BC – 185B C) 

+ Kushan (ca. 0 AD – 200s AD)


Parthian Empire (247 BC – 224 AD)


Hàn Dynasty (206 BC – 220 AD)


Roman Empire (27 BC – 400s AD)

Comparisons:  East Asia and Western Europe

Superficial similarities


Origins


Organization

Roman (Hadrian) 
4,570,000 sq km 

Han (ca. 200 AD)
3,970,000 sq km

Continental USA
7,600,000 sq km roughly


Outcomes

Fundamental Differences

Economy


Agricultural productivity

China:  millet (also rice, wheat)
pre-1900 ratio harvest:sown 10:1

Rome:
wheat (barley, oats)





6:1


Results of agricultural productivity gap


Iron


Steel

Language

Space


Shape of empire


Homes

Declines

Connections

Routes

Silk route


Alexander the Great 

Rhapta


Zhang Qian, Wudi

Sea route

Transpacific route?

Exchanges

People


Transoxania


黎靬 Lijian


Armenian “Cenbakurian” ( Persian “Cin-baghpur” [=“China Son of Heaven”]

Plants

Disease

