
LINGUISTICS 321 
Phonology 
 

EXERCISE #2 
 
 
 
1. HYPOTHETICAL LANGUAGE 
 

Consider the following data from a hypothetical language.   
 
a. List the underlying forms for each stem. 
b. Identify the phonological processes. Argue for your solution. 
c. Formulate maximally general rules in feature notation. 
d. Is rule ordering relevant?  Explain. 
 

Singular  Plural 
 
ad\tet  ad\te…du tree 
us\not  us\no…du table 
at\sik  at\si…gu girl 
ow\sit  ow\situ floor 
ir\fop  ir\fopu  snow 
ot\bip  ot\pi…bu deer 
ir\tak  ir\taku  star 
 
 

2. PALAULAN 
 

a. Identify the underlying forms of the Palaulan words listed below.  
b. Is stress phonemic? 
c. Identify the phonological processes. 
d. Formulate maximally general rules. 
e. Provide arguments for your decision. 

 
   

Present   Future innovative  Future conservative 
 
m\dá˜\b  d\˜\báll   d\˜óbl    cover 
m\té÷\b  t\÷\báll   t\÷íbl    pull out 
m\˜ét\m  ˜\t\máll   ˜\tóml    lick 
m\táb\k  t\b\káll   t\bákl    patch 
m\÷ár\m  ÷\r\máll   ÷\róml    taste 
m\sés\b  s\s\báll   s\sóbl    burn 
 



 
 

 
 


