LINGUISTICS 321
Phonology

EXERCISE #3

KPELLE

Consider the data appearing below from Kpelle (a Mande language, spoken in West

Africa).

1. What is the underlying form of the Infinitive prefix in this language? Argue for your

solution.
. Identify the phonological process(es).

. Formulate the process(es) in maximally general rule(s.

2
3
4. Are any of the rules ordered? Explain.
5

Give derivations for naboron, nend%o, pirim, nokot

PHONETIC NOTES: n (palatal nasal) d3,%J (alveopalatal affricates)

ROOT INFINITIVE

1. boroy paboror buy

2. dzawab nudzawab  answer

3.  widag pewidan dry

4.  nalagfa ponalanfa sadden

5. naho pinaho inform

6. tendzo nendzo think

7.  Jfuful nujul pursue

8.  kirim pirim send

9. bere mere give
10.  dszigib igib make

I11.
12.
13.
14.
15.
16.
17.

19.

ROOT

dahar
ganti
mujfuh
jakti
pake
tingi
FJokot
wadar
dili

INFINITIVE

pedahar
piganti
pomufuh
pajakti
make
ningi
Jrokot
madar

nili

eat
change
oppose
put

use
beat
take
drink

see



