
LINGUISTICS 321 
Phonology 
 

EXERCISE #3 
 
 
KPELLE 
 
Consider the data appearing below from Kpelle (a Mande language, spoken in West 
Africa).   
 
1. What is the underlying form of the Infinitive prefix in this language? Argue for your 

solution.   
2. Identify the phonological process(es).  
3. Formulate the process(es) in maximally general rule(s. 
4. Are any of the rules ordered? Explain.  
5.    Give derivations for ˜aboro˜,  nendíΩo, ˜irim,  µokot  
 
 
PHONETIC NOTES:   µ  (palatal nasal)   díΩ, tíß (alveopalatal affricates) 
 
  ROOT  INFINITIVE    ROOT  INFINITIVE 
 

1. boro˜  ˜aboro˜ buy  11. dahar  ˜edahar eat 
2. díΩawab ˜udíΩawab answer  12. ganti  ˜iganti  change 
3. wida˜  ˜ewida˜ dry  13. mußuh  ˜omußuh oppose 

4. nala˜ßa  ˜onala˜ßa sadden  14. jakti  ˜ajakti  put  

5. µaho  ˜iµaho  inform  15. pake  make  use 

6. tendíΩo nendíΩo think  16. ti˜gi  ni˜gi  beat 
7. ßußul  µußul  pursue  17. tíßokot  µokot  take 
8. kirim  ˜irim  send  18. wada˜  mada˜  drink 
9. bere  mere  give  19. dili  nili  see 

10.  díΩigib  µigib  make 
 
  
 


