KPELLE

Consider the data appearing below from Kpelle (a Mande language, spoken in West
Africa).

1.

What is the underlying form of the Infinitive prefix in this language? Argue for your

solution. (3 points)

|dentify the phonological process(es).

Formulate the process(es) in maximally general rule(s.

Are any of the rules ordered? Explain.

Give derivations for yaboron, nendzo, pirim, nokot

PHONETICNOTES: n (palatal nasal) d3, T (alveopalatal affricates)
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ROOT

boroy
dzawab
widan
nalagfa
naho
tendzo
fuful
kirim
bere
dzigib

INFINITIVE

yaboron
nudzawab
pewidan
ponalapfa
pinaho
nendzo
nuful
pirim

mere
Jigib

buy
answer
dry
sadden
inform
think
pursue
send
give
make

11.
12.
13.
14.
15.
16.
17.
18.
19.

ROOT

dahar
ganti
mufuh
jakti
pake
tingi
tjokot
wadan
dili

INFINITIVE

yedahar
piganti
pomuyuh
najakti
make
ningi
okot
madan
nili

eat
change
oppose
put

use
beat
take
drink



