
LINGUISTICS 407 
Historical Linguistics 

Exercise #1 
 
PROTO-BALT0-FINNIC 
 

Livonian   Finnish  Estonian 
 

1. säv   savi   savi   clay 
2. tämm   tammi   tamm   oak 
3. säpp   sappi   sapp   bile 
4. lüm   lumi   lumi   snow 
5. o…da   hauta   haud   grave 
6. umal   humala  humal   hops 
7. ja…lga   jalka   jalg   foot 
8. ne…l∆a   neljä   neli   four 
9. ä…rga   härkä   härg   ox 

10.  o…r∆a   harja   hari   brush   
 
Identify the sound changes in the three languages.  List the reconstructed 
Proto-Balto-Finnic  forms of these words. 
 
FIJIAN 
 
       Intransitive        Transitive 
 

1. rai   rai∂a   see 
2. tau   taura   take 
3. kau   kauta   carry 
4. ∂aka    ∂akava  make 
5. soli   solia   give 
6. si˜a   si˜ana  dry 
7. bili   bili˜a   push 
8. sau   sauma   repay 
9. toro   toroja   shave 

10. jawa   jawaka  go away 
 
Identify the sound change in Fijian.  List the reconstructed forms of the 
Intransitive verbs.   



 
 
 


