
LINGUISTICS 407 
Historical Linguistics 

 
Exercise #4 

 
 
Use the internal method of reconstruction to suggest what the original roots and the active 
and passive prefixes might have been from the following data in Bahasa Indonesia.   

 
 
Identify the sound changes.  If relevant, state the chronology of the changes. 
 
           
Active   Passive 
 

m\mbuka  dibuka  open 

m\ndapat  didapat  get 

m\µÔ\laskan  diÔ\laskan  explain 

m\˜gosok  digosok  rub 

m\m\rlukan  dip\rlukan  need 

m\nanam  ditanam  plant 

m\˜ara˜  dikara˜  compose 

m\˜urus  diurus   arrange 

m\˜eÔa  dieÔa   spell 

m\˜ambil  diambil  take 

m\˜ikat  diikat   tie 

m\˜\rikan  di˜\rikan  give a fright 

m\˜hapuskan  dihapuskan  wipe  

 



 


