
Historical Linguistics 
 

Exercise #5 
 

OLD HIGH GERMAN 
 
Describe the change or changes that Early Germanic vowels underwent in 
Old High German.  
 
 Early Gmc.   OHG 

 
1. wira    wer   man 
2. kwika    quec   alive 
3. libe…n    lebe…n   to live 
4. nista    nest   nest 
5. likko…n   lecko…n  to lick 
6. spikka   spec   lard 
7. tikko    zecke   tick 
8. blika    blech   tin 
9. wiko    wehha  week 
 

10. nimi†    nimit   he takes 
11. ist    ist   he is 
12. wisku    wisc   rag 
13. silubra   silbar   silver 
14. hrin†iz   rind   ox 
15. wristi    rist   instep 
 
 
PORTUGUESE 
 
Describe the sound changes in Portuguese  from Proto-Romance.  
 
  Proto-Romance  Portuguese 
 

 1. kantare   ka ~tar   to sing 
 2. lønga    lø~ga   long 
 3. inf´rnu   i~fernu   hell 
 4. d´nte    d´~te   tooth 



 5.  ømine   øme ~   man 
 6. fine    fi~   end 
 7. t´ne    t´~   he holds 
 8. non    nø~    no 
 9. ku‡en    ke ~   who 

 10. kun    ko~   with 
  
 11. t´nere    t´r   to have 
 12. v´nire    vir   to come 
 13. vena    veia   vein 
 14. arena    areia   sand 
 15. kena    seija   dinner 
 16. luna    lua   moon 
 17. ponere   por   to place 
 18. femina   femea   woman 
 19. katena   kadeia  chain 
 20. panatari‡u   padeiru  baker 

 
 


