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I '  spigs of i t  al l .  Incl ia.s k.erv that thc larcl rves therrs. cruc to thcir
historv, r iqht aucl also lubo'r,  rvlr ich .. .  is rvhat nraclc i t  blossor,.
(Wrrrnarr r97.1)

Thc purposc of  th is chaptcr is to asscss t l rc ertrcrqcr- lcc of  t l ic
Incl ian pcasant rn()vclncnt in Mcxico at thc turn of the trveuty-f irst
celrt l l rv. Jr-rst es indiscnous pcasrnts r,verc the- rnost racl ical gr-oup irr
r l rc l {cvolut ion of  rgro-2o, thc r  Jantrar\ ,  1994 trpr is ing lcd by thc
Zlpat ista Nat ion:r l  L iberat ion Arrrrv (EZLN) hls also rcprescnted a
n'atcrshcd in Mexicols polr t icr l  h istor l ' .  Most analysts of  indigenous
pcasrnt  n lovcl) le l ) ts in Lat in Arrrr ' r ic : r  tcnt i  to crnphasizc ei ther-  the
class basis of rural ulovc,rclrts ( l)ctras ;rrci  Vcltrrrcyer zoo r ) .r  the
ic lcrr t i ry Fol i t ics involvecl  i ,  their  r r robi l izat io '  (Estcva r999; Alvarez
ct  a l .  r998). I ly  contrast ,  \ \ .c arsuc thrr  in rrrost  social  rnor.crncuts.  bur
part icular ly so in thc c lsc oi  i 'd iscrrous pcasrnt  strugulcs,  

' ratcr i l l( larrcl) end iclerrt i ty (cultrrrc) derrr:rncls are inscparable.
I r rd igcnetrs ethnic i t t '  anr l  cul ture ar.e s inrpr ly thc anchor ine points

of the struqsle fbr lancl.  Indrgenr>us cthrici t ics havc bcc, r-cprocluccd
ftrr cel l t trr ics i t l  a subot.r l i l tate intcractiolt  rvi th nrl i l tg lni l  rrr i . . l . l le
qroups ancl classcs, :rnd i ts lcpr.duction has dcpcr.rded prir-nari lv on
havi 'c i . rcccss to land (otero zoo4:r) .whe' thc l iukaqc rv i th lard as
thc rrcars of  l ivc l iho.d rvas sc 'ercd pcr 'anerr t lv ,  f i r r r r rer  incl igcr. 's
pcoples hacl  r ro c l ro ice br.r t  to assirni latc to rrr t ,st izo socictv af tcr  oulv
a cotr;r lc or s() selrcrat ions. Althou{-Ih assitni l ; l t ion has resultccl in l i tst
I lnqr:rgcs ard cul t t r ra l  pract ices.  Mcxico has u, i t r rcssccl  s i r rcc t l rc
t  97os. anr l  r r tOst forcelul l t '  i r r  thc l99os. I  strouq rcsurge rrcc <t f  the
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strr,rgglc Lrr- Indran peopL.s lor lancl and autononn- to rcprotluce tht ir .
culturc. Prrrt  of this resnrgence is explained bv thc dupl icirr.  oi the
N'lcr ican qo\-crr lunent: on the onc h:rnd. ncs' lqrari ln lelr i_slat ion in
199: cancei lcd thc prossibi l in. of t i rr ther rgrrrr ian rcftrrrrr.  br. ch:rnging
Art ic le :7 of  t l . re r9r7 Const i tut ion.  s 'h ich h;rc l  enrergcr l  f i rxrr  the
Rewrlr-rt ion ( l3altr ' :r  r99:. :oo-3:r):  on the othcr l ' rantl .  the qor-cr-nure.ut

sisrrcd thc' r9l i9 ILC) ( lonr-cntion No. r69 on Incl igcnor-rs l)eopl95
(Helninclez Nar-rrrro r99-1).  TI te lat ter  has qiven lcqi t inr . rcv r( ,  rhr
colt t inucd str lrgglc for l .rncl lnd tcrr i torr ' .  norv n' i th thc adclecl ccntr:r l
r lcnrancl for :rntononrv in cult tr lc irn(1 sclt :govern:lr)cc. In :r countrr
that  has l rccrr  suldcr l  bv hberal  i t lcologv since thc ninetecnth centr i r \ .
:rr tcl  t i ' r :r t  has fcrverrt lv tr iet l  ro estr lr l ish a hornogcncous. nronoli thic.
/ i i . -(r i . i r  (r l i . rcc1-Lrioocl) rt : t t ion;r i  idcnti tr ' .  inr l iqt.rrous str"r,rggles represcl l t
a t r ra jor  chal lcrrge (Hcnrr inciez Nar:arro r997).

Tl.r is chapter traces thc l ise of the incl igenotis pcrs:rnt nro\-c-
nlcnt i1r Nlcxict 'r .  s, i th entph.rsis on thc last r l trcc dec:rr lcs oi t i rc
t l 'ert t ict l-r  ceutl l r \- .  The t irsr \ect ior) olters b:rckgroi-rut l  i rr fonnatiol i
on i t t t ' l igcnor.rs stnrggles I?rr i .rncl l rrd :rntonorrx'  .rnd thc corrccPtual
f i- :rnrcs-or-k use.d to interprsl rhenr. The scconrl se ct ion discusscs t irc
rel.r t i , .rns bctn'een thc Nlexicalr st:r te iurLl Inci ian pcoplcs throughout
the fn.ent ieth cerr t t rn ' .  u ' i t l . r  eutphasis c ln thc r97os- i98os. The rhir t l
sect ion ot icrs rn rn:r lvsi .  of  the EZLN trpl is ing in r99-1.  s- i th l t tcn-
t io l r  p.r ic1 t t t  l rorr- the EZLN.rncl  t l te l r ro:r t lcr  int l iqcn,)Ll \  r r1() \ - (nrrnt
in Nlc-r ico lr :n'r '  inrpactcrl  olr e.rch othcr. Fin:r lh' .  our conclusion
:rt lclrcssc's the t l i lernrrrrr oi the rncl igenor.rs l l lovcnent tnci.n' :  n' i1l  i t
corrsol icl .r tr '  i tsc' l f  a-. l r  str ict lv incl iqenous l l lo|elnent. or go bcvoncl i ts
ethnrc Lrouncl.rr ies to founcl i ts class iclenti t t  as part of the pe.rsantn:
antl  thus est.rbi ish :r l l iarrces s-i t l ' r  the lcst of the ;.r ' ; r5.t I ,r . .  anrl  othcr-
sitborcl ir-r:r te c1.rsse,. in 1\ ' ler ico?

History and Concepts

lrtr lrE't ' r ioi i . i  pct lr lc-r 1t 7ro-tt iolLrrr i ,r l  - l /c.r i ro

If  the colorirr l  -strte disposscssetl  i rcl i :rn co.rrrrrnit ies and sub,jectecl
t r rost  of  t l tc i r  rnerrrbels to s l l r r -cn-ancl  i rarsh lo l ' ] . i11- c,rrrr l r t r , rns.  t l rc
pcrstcolonial N' le-xic. in strte : l t tel lptccl tc-.  el inun;rtc Indi lns as a roci l l
crtcqorv altogethcr. Uporr Nle-xico's pol i t icrr l  inclepcndence f i-on.r
Splin in t8:t .  the rul inl t  classcs. r i ' l . r ich clesccnclet l  l i -onr g1-.111i11-{5
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and prop2g;11cd a n'hite suprenr;rcisni,  sought to conscitute :r n:rt ion.r l
ic lcnti tv t l .r . i t  excluded the indian. 'w'hi lc this * 'hi te suprenrecisrn ..ras
cstai. l ishccl in the inir ial  legislat ion of independenr Mexico. rhe sr:rte
t i lovecl rrrost vigorousl l '  to cleprr ive- Indr:rn conununit ies of their nreans
of l ivel i i rood ser,erl l  decrrcles later. during t l .re Por/ i l i , l to of i87(r-r9lo,
the pcriod prior to the rcvolr.rr ion.The l ibcral r l ictator Porf lr io L)iaz
set out to r-rrr i f i '  thc n.rt ion. c-\tenLl the rai lr-oad netrvork, :urcl i r trpose
nri l i tarr.  r- lr1e frorn the ccntle. Caprital isn'r rvus in f ir l l  expansion l t
this t inrc. but becrinse vast tracts of ianri  renrained in the hands of
irrcl iqcnous cornnrunit ies the Diaz qovernrl telt t  chansed the larv to
al lcxv the f rocess of prinri t ivc rrccunrnhtion to proceeci f i -c-eir ' .

Pr i rn i t ive acctrrrrul . r t ion consisteci  in a c louble ' l i l .crat ion'of  c l i rect
ploclucers f iorn the nrcans to produce thcir l ive' l ihood ( i .e.,  e\pro-
pl iat ion of rndieenous lar.rt ls) and f lorn arrv clcpendencr. rcl :r t ions
n'hich nrav have prevented rhenr f irrr-n sel lrnq their labour-po\\-er.
thr-rs creating a iree proletariat fclr  capital ist clel 'elopurenr. I l l rportrnrh'.
at the centre of this process rvere the lanrlholdings oi the Rontarr
( lathoLc ( l l -rur-t :h, u, 'hich bv the- rnid-nineteenth cr: l t tr l ry \ \ras the
lat 'gest l :rndorvner, under :r n'pe of f iudal orvncrship. Thrs contraste(l
rurarkccl]r '  rvi th the enrerginu l iberal rcleolos\. :rncl represernted ;r nr:r-

, ior fbttcr to capital ist devcktpnrent. Tlrus the l iberal refbrlns in r l-re
rl l_57 Cl<>nstttut iou providccl the le-gal irrstruntelt ts to expropriate the
Clhurclr 's lanriholdinss.A'cl t l -re sanre la*,,  aided b,v further- legislat ion
in r883 ancl r,3,9,1. went on to be applied to indiqenor-rs cotnrtrunirr-
land. Thus. after the l ibe ral rctbrnr lal 's anci durir ig thc I lr i f i r i r t lo, the
Incl ian conununit ics n'ere clcprir-ed of 9o per ccnt oi their l .rnd.

The irnnrediate oLrtconlc of the l iberal rc' fornrs \ \ , : ls a translef iu
land ou,nership f i-ortr the ( lhulch and thc lnci ian conlulrnit ics to
exist irrs arrd neu- lat i l i r tdrstas.large landholders rn the prir-atc secror oi
Mexican agricultnre. Irr the decaclcs rhat fol lol .erl .  ther. sarisf icd their
voraciotrs : ippeti tes frrr l :rnd br. tencing ofF large port ions of Incl ian
conrnrun:r l  larrcl.  u' l -r i lc also bondinc disl-re551'55si1 Incl i ;-rn peasants t()
the iantl  thlough various c' lebts that thev u'ould incur as n'orkers to
thc lanclou-ncr' (crcdits for u'ed,-ling t-easts. goods aclr,lnccd at ticrirl,r.r
dc rty,t  or hacienda stores. and so on). Ti-rese debts rvere inher-i teci
bv t l ie peol ts 'chi ldren. t 'ho u 'ere not able to leave rheir  jobs'Lrnt i l

al l  outstanding clebts ro t ire lancl lord \\ere setr led (L6pez C)inrara
r967: Hansen r97+).

Tl-re rg t  o rcvolut ion:tr\ '  l t tovclt ler l t  coaL'sced i ir  cl i f tere nt \va\-s
in tbe various reqiorrs oi Mc-xico. I l  the North. rerrolut ion s-:rs jc. l
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bv thc l t , t t trrdtdos,larsc l .r trcl txvncrs rvho u'ere cxclt t t led l l 'onr pol i t i -

c,t l  p., ,1111' t iur irrq t lrc /)orf ir i  rr l tr .  Tl ic;t  lbrrt tccl a broatl  arrcl tr tr l ikelv

al l i rncc r i ' i th thcir  ( ) \ \ 'n peolrs.  snt : r l l  f i r lnrels.  tatrchcrs:rrrc l  utbl t r

nriclci ler cl .rsscs. In central Mcxic-o. bv contrrst,  thc nrl t in soci;r l  r i t t

u-as benvcen t l le expropr i . r tccl  incl iqe notrs cot t rnr t t t r i t ics arr t l  th.

l tarcrtdados. Spccifrc.r l l l ' .  in the st:rte of Morekrs. ir tdiccnous pe:rs-

ants hlcl  bcen org;rnizcci to opposc the Por/ i i - i ,r to since r9ofl .  beibrc

rlolther n lr ,rrt t td,t l t t  Frarcisco I.  M:rclcxr hacj cvcn cai lccl f<rr thc

revolut ir .rr 's f l rst slrot (\X,bnr:rck r 9rr9). Unlike the broad r lhance

in thc n()rth. \ \ ' l l ic lr  r i 'as lct l  L' t . ;  l rart ' r td,tdrt- i .  the Molclos 1.g.15x11111
r.r :urrccl  t l rc i l  leaclcr '  f rorr i  arnong their  ou'rr  conrnruni t r ' :  Enr i l iano

Zrrp.rt ,r .  Str ict lv spc:rkirrg. Z;rp1111 \v: ls t lot a pc: lsant since he ertrnecl

l r is  l i r ,c l i l root l  f ionr urrr-k ing on:r  h:rc icnr la t i r l  u;rgcs.  r 'c t  hc s ls l
respectcrl  nrenbcr oi t l rc cotnnrunin,. Fol lou'cr-s oi Zlp:,rt :r  t leciclci l

to al l1, thcnrselvcs n' i th Nl:rclcrn'\  l t( l&'trdrldo-r irccmse .r i t  cf l i t r t  to rr ir '
thci l  qr ier ' : rnccs h.r . l  bccu rcpulsccl  ; r t  thc stute lcr .c l .

Thc Z:rp.rt ist l  ai l i : rncc s-i th iVl.rr lelo s.rs shorr 1n'ec1. Soorr after
the dictator s' ;rs dc1-roscrl  i r  bcclne obviotrs th.rt  N,laclelo \ \ ' : ls sur-
rrnndcci bv sint i l l rh'  cor ' ]scr\.r l t ivc tor-ccs, rr 'hich plcr.entecl hrrn t l-orn
f ir l f i l l i rrg his pmnriscs of lantl  lct irrm. Hencc Z.ipara lmrrrchcrl  his ou'n
lcr :o lLr t ionlrv c:r l l .  t i rc l ' l ln , . lc  Avala,  in l9r  r .  In r9l : ,  ]Vl . I ( lcro w: l \

oi. 'ert]r lou rr l rr t l  kr l lct l  br '  l t is r icht-n' ing fbrccs oi rcstor ' ;r t ion, cleton;rt-
i r rg Nlcr ico's c iv i l  n ' r r .  I lv  I )ccernbcr rgr l t . the pc;rs.rnt . r rnr ies lccl  br-
Enr i l i . rno Zap151 in thc south rnr l  Fl lncisco Vi i l . r  i r r  thc north h.rc l
the t ipl-rcl  henci nrihtu' i l r ;  rvi t l -r  r ldical aglari ln rcfolnr rs thcir nr:r in
pol i t ic.r l  b:rrrt tcr.  l lut thc nort lrern htct 'rr t lados reconsti tr-rtc( i  thei l  u'nrics
rrrt l  cvcntual lv defcated thc lari ical pci ls: int ar-nrics. I)ol i t ical lr ' .  r ]rci
co-optec' l  the ps151119 b.rnncr of agr; ir i :rr t  rei i trr tr  l .r .  i rrcluci inq Art icl .
: -  i l t  t l rc |  ( ,  l ;  (  . { ) l t \ t i t t t t i , t l t .  , t  1r ,11.1 1- 1 ' ; i r1111.c () i  . l t ' r , l l ' i  ln l t ' l i r r t t t  t l t . r t
s, ; rs inrplcnrentcr l  orr lv t inr id lv unr i l  t l le r9los.  u.hen rnorc srgni f ic ; rnt
l .rrrcl  rcdistr i l .ut ion \\ ' . ts carr ic,. l  or-rt  br. t i rc .r t lur inistr: t t ton ot- Laz:rro
( l i r r t lenrrs (rq- l+-+o) .  Ai tcr  t l r is .  thc rcrolut iou bec:rnrr '  i rst i tut ionai-
izcr i .  u ' i th t l rc so-c:r l led'grc:rr  rcvolut ionan, t rnr i l r "  at  thc hcirrr .  At
ie:rst n' i th rcg:lr . i  to thc p(- ' .15.111111'rnrl  agl-arian lcft>rnr. the ler.oltr t ion
u'.rs l tastcai lV ovct ' :  l . tr i l  clstr ibution slou'ecl clrxvu corrsiclcr-.rblr ' .  rnctst
of- thc luncl qr-.rntcd to pci ls: lnts t ]rcr-c.r l tel  t ' ; rs e i thcr- r ' rot suiteblc f irr
agncultulc or- r i  i t  \ \ 'as thc st:rte cl ircctccl thei l  prot l trct ivc prreq-g55g,,.
ancl Psx5;11i15 non' hacl to dcl l  rvi th a u, 'hole sct of st.r tc inst i tr i t ions
that tcnclccl to co-opt thcir class orgruriz:rt iorrs. For the rest oi the
t\\ 'enticth cL.lr tLrr\ ' ,  onc of the qrcatcst chal lcnqcs f irr  rLrr.r l  pcoplcs
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of Mcxico \\ . : ls to rrain ot.ganizrrt ional irrclepetidcncc thrrn t l le statc
lncl atrtononrv 1l 'orrr other pol i t ical oruanizations. \x/c no\\.  t lun to
a bncf or i t l i i lc  of  our conccptual iz:r t ion of  th is c l t rcst .

' ll t c p L, I i t i c al - t r I t r r ntl t I r L: Lt 11, 6f' c I ns s -fit r r r t a t i tt r t
' fhe 

centlal clr.re\t ion krr thc t]rcorv of pol i t ical-clrrss lorrn.rt i6u sr:, ly
be phrasccl as l i r l ioivs: h.* ca, s.b.rr l inate srr)rp\,  c. ' r ' r .rr ir ics or
clrsses [reconrc hegcnronic or donrrrr . l l r t ,  or  : r t  lcast  eain t l re rbi l i t r ,
to pr.rsir fbI st;r tc rntclvcntions in thcir f :rr . ,our. u,[ i lc reprlpirrr]  i1-
dcpcncicnr? l )o l i r ic ; r l -c lass f i r r r r r . r t iorr  nrav Lre t lc f l r ier j , rs t l rc process
thror-rgh r i 'hich cl irect pn)t lut.clr ;rrr. ' l  , , tho' crploitet l  :urr l , ,or o;, i , ."r,". . l
social grotrp-: 's sh:rpc clcnuncls, f i rrnr orir :urizl t ions to prursr.re t Icr1,
rrnd generatc a lcacicrsl ' r ip to rcprcsclt t  t l ient befirr.e the st l tc arrcl
othcr orgrniz.r t ions u, i th rvhic l i  a l l i : inccs rrre bui i t .  Tirc qr-rcst ion of
ho*- ircl iqcro's pcasarts arc co'st i trrct l  into ,r pol i t ic l l  cl :rss cor-r l t l
conccir ' .rblv bc :rns*'crccl f i 'onr rr str ict lv econornic-clrrss pcr-sprecgjr, .c
( , r  l l r ) r r  . r r r  i , l . ' r r t i t r ' - [ .1.1 'q l  1, , , i r r t  t , f ' r  i r ' r r .  Nr ' r ' r ' r t l r t ' less.  t ] r . ,  t l isr i l r . . t i r . r , -
ness oi the theorv of irol i t ic.r l-cl :rss f irr-n'r.r t ion usc-cl i rere is. prcciscl. , .
t l i rr t  both er:or.roruic :urd cultur-:r l  issucs arc integral purts of \ \ ,h: i t
constrtLrtes cl.rsscs 7.,o/ i t ic,r1l1,.  A pol i t ic:r l lv ionrieri  clrrss invoir-cs botlr
ruatcri : i l  intclests ard culrur ' :r l  aspccts oi idcnti tr , ,  r i . . i r ich r-estr l t  t l .onr
thc rel:r t ions of yrrej1161i,,n ibg611 sc'r,  cxploitcrs .rnrl  crploitcd,) and
thc rc l l t i . rs of  rcpnrductr . ,  (ur iong thc cxpir i tet l ) .  r .cspst;1iye,11..

For Irrc' l ian pe as:rnts. rr kcv corr l-roncut of t ]rc rcl :r t ions oi pr-ocluc-
t ion conlp; i5cs th( ' i r  r :clatrons n'rt l r  cl t l ' rcr- ethnic {r-ouprs. nanrclv t- i th
the' r iornrnarrt groups of l ic. i1i . : tr . . ,  ladirto-,,  i /ro/o., or u,hites (t ;e rrrr lres

'rr '  
b'  cor. lntr\-  anti  cthnic social constnlct ion). Nou.. ior pr-cctrrrr i-

n;urt lv sl lbsistence pc;lsiults. r t  nrar. u'cl1 bc that thc kcv rcl l t ion rvith
the t lonrin;utt gl 'oups t:rke . l . l . rcc throuqh thc rn:rrket, aucl rrot thror-rgh
procl t rct ion.  In ei t l rer  c. lsc.  et l ln ic r-c l l t rons u ' i th in esr.nrnrctr ic la l
ploduction or rnarkct rcl ;r t ions u-i l l  tencl ci ther- to rc- int irrcc ct irnic
lclcl l t i t ies or t t l  f i t rce t l te subort l i rr .r tc et lrnic uroupr irrto assirni l .r t ion.
L L:rci.rr-r rnt l  Moulfe's tr . 'us (rqrt i) .  thc rrt ; igolr isrn l- .eru,ecn the.
t l 'o sLrl ' r- jcct posit iorrs (.orist i t l l res rhcir rcspsr. l i r .e idcnti t ics. Thc rc_
nr;u 'krble f . rct  aboLrt  nr .urv Indi . r r r  ethrr ic i t icr  i r  Lat in Arrer icrr  is  that
thev hl 'c .esistccl rrssirni j :r tr . '  f i rr '  ;rb.ut half  :r  nri l lerr iu'r .  despritc
the t:rct th. l t  thc\ '  b:r 'e l l*-^-s c,ccupic. l  r  slrb.rcl irrrrte p.sit ion.

P.l i t icr l-class fb"r;rt ion t lrco'r '  is clearlr '  locerct l  i rr  a post-Colcl
War ela. onc in u' ir ich thc str.uggle fbr soci:r l isnt throuqh violcnt



-18 8 RhCII-AII '1IN(;  I I I l i  LANI)

rcvolut ion:lrv lncalts is essential l ,v o\"cr. at least in the Anrcricas-

The struqgle fbr dcnrocratic social isrn nrust non. be s.ageri br,

c-rpart irnq l ibcral-clcniocratic st lr-rcturcs arrd bui ldrrrg i l  ne\\ ' .  poptr lar-

c lcr t tocrat ic l iesetr tonic bloc arounr l  hunr:rn nccds ancl  crrv i ronnrental

su st:r inabi l i i r i

Pol i t ical-c l rss iorrrr : r t ion thcorv proposes rcqi t t r . r l  culrurcs.  . t . r rc

intelvention anci leaclership tvpcs as thc nrecl iat ing clcternrinations

bctn'c'crt chss structulal processes ancl pol l l icxl-forrn:rt ion ol l tconres.

Regional cultr-r les. ir i  rvhicl i  rclat ions rr lr()ns thc c.rploitecl (c.g. kin-

ship lrrcl  con-rrrruuitv rei.r t iorrs) .rr:c cr- i t ic.r l ,  lbrnr t l rc brsis on rvhich

,1i t 'et ' t  1 '11r,111tt ' t 's , l r t i t r t l . r tc thcir  t l , ' r r r . r r rd. .  St . r t t ' r r r tcrvcrr t i r r r r  s l r . r I r ' :

the init ial  contours of the rcsLrl t i rrc character ci i  a cl.rss orglniza-

t ion:  t l t t '  \ t . l t r '  , l i \ \ . t \ .  t r ics t r r  co-{r l ) t  ( r l ! t , ln iz. t ( ion\ .  r r  l r i lc  thc Lrtr t ' r

frght f i r l  their indcpcrrclcnce. Fin;r l l r .  lcadership n.pes ancl grassroots

l l lodes of palt ici l t :r t iotr dctct 'nt ine lroth the orgrrnizatiol ' .s cl tanccs of

renr:r i t l ing incieprcrrdcnt i i tni  the state and : lr l touotl t()Lts f l-otrr ot l tcr

pol i t ical orsrrniz.rt ions and the cluractcr of i ts l l l iances lr , i th other

lr i() \ /cniel l ts ancl olqanizations (Otero r999: C)tcro ancl_lugenitz.zoo3)
\uVr '  r tou turr)  to l rorv t l r . '  ' r t t -c,r t  rcr ' . r l l l t ion. l r ' \  [ . r r r r i ly '  Lor) \ t rur ' tc\ l

thc Mc.r icarr stutc f i1)nr r929 r l l i t i l  2ooo, u'hen i ts nrl iur: inst i tut ional

I{cvolut ion:rrv l)altv (PI{ l)  lost t l ie p1-c5id.tr1ial elect ion.Tl.rc f i r l los'-

i t tq section-. cl iscuss l torv i t ic l iqenoLls peasants iou{-Iht cc'roptat ion :urd

becanre irrcreasinslr.  c()ust i tutecl into a pol i trcal lr ,  fbr"rrrcd cl rss.

Indian Peoples and the Mexican State

7' l t t '  r turs ol-t l tc statc, or t l t t '  ' l t l i l tnt l tropit  o,qtt"

I f  Mcxican peas:rr) ts invcntecl  thernselves c lur ing the revolut ion.

thcv n'cre evc'ntnrl l r .  opprcssccl by the stxte r l i l r ing thc tr i  cnt icth

centr lr \ ' .  f3trt  peasarrts also rcccivccl a series of conccssions t l-onr the

statc, u'hich in nrost cascs rcsuited in their pol i t ical co-op1xti1;11,

Hence the Merican Nobcl  latrreate ()ctavio Paz character izecl  the

st:1te as thr- 'phi lanthropic ogle':  i t  oppresses ancl lepresses those

rvlro cl issent, n-hi le rct ' : i rding lova16-. Fol peas;rnrs. thcn. the tcnsion

l . t ' r r r t 'crr  c{)-()pt . l t i ( ) t l  , rn, l  1e1.. ' l l iorr  l r . r .  r r r r lkcd t l re i l '  l l i \ tur \ '  (B,rr t r , i

t98,i .  :oo-lb) .  The rur;r l  instrrscnc\- of the past centur\- r l- ls trradc

rrp of  the \ \ ' l t - \  of  t i te oqt ' t ' :  , l t tc t ) t l \ ts  t t '  I ' t 'c . rk ryr t l r  t l rc l ) t , l ter i . l l

attcl  heqenronic knots of state frower. Irr Mc-rico. Nretzsche 's vres

of thc st ir te beci lnlc matcl ial izcd s hen thc lcr-olut ion bccanrc thr
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state: 'A st.rte. is cal lecl the colclest of :r l l  colcr r l lo 'sters. cordh,, Lcth
it  alsor :r ' i l  this l ic c'eepetr.r f i ' . '  i ts rrrouth: "t ,  trre . . .rrr. , . , ,r ,  t l re
prcople" ' ( r96: :44).

Fe*- pel lcs srates of the t*,ert ieth centurr- h:rd the s.cirr l  c. ' trol
th.rt  the Mexic. '  statc'  dicl .  This rvas a bcner.. lc-rt  .r l tocrat that re_
structurcd u'orkers. persrrts, r ' idcl le'  classc-s arrd erl treprer)cur-s t ir l ,r
top to b.tt . ' . r .  I t  *,as ac]r icr, 'ecl Lr1' an irnplacaLrlc .orp.,. . ,r , ,  systcrl
xrt icr lated to thc sr;rte n'cl  the pl{1. t l tc lrr t tcr in ch,u.g. jof the s'ste'r.s
elcctoral 

' r tu.r ls. 
Thc 'ci ' i l  socicn, '  orgr,rrzatr. 's cr-eirted f i-onr the topr

:unoLlr)terl .  in tact. to a re:rLn of prol i t ics corrf lsc:rtccl bv thc st: .rrc,
thc 

'eslr l t  
bcirq lo'rr ln:.  co-(rpt: l t ior lrcl  the rssl lrr*cc. oi- elcctoral

trrr.r ' r i rh tbr the . ' l rrs p1r'11'.  Thc 'scct.rs'  oi this c1r:rsi-sir igle-parrv
strtc \ \ 'cre thc plr l i l icul l rrcl  

' ' i . '  
s 'pports 

' l -  
t l ic ,r tvolut iorr 

r. .r t le
l lovcrr) l t)elt t ' :  the rvorkcrs sr,ct()r.  nt:rcle u1-r Oi the Mcxican Wirrker.s.
corfeclcrat i . '  (Co.fccler:rci irr  t lc Tr:ab*jadorcs clc Nl6xico) ;rrci  thc
otl lcr '  l ; l rge rat i .rr l  ur i .rs (oi l .  clectr ici f t ' ,  rrr i l r . :rcl ,  phore. rr inin!. .
etc.) :  the pc:rs i rnt  sect()r ,  r r : rdc 

'p 
r 'a i rh.  of  the Nat io 'a l  l )easa'r

Confcdcr:rt ion (( lontcclcr-aci irn Nacionrl  C.rr i lprs5jrra. CiN(i) ;rrrcl  the
Agra.i :*r ( .o'u.r ' i t ics Lcag.es; lrcl  thc popular- sector. col lst i t , ter j
Lrv state e nrpi111 gs5. tclcl tcrs, :rncl ot lro: rrr idci le str ir t . l .  orgl lnizc.r i  rn
thc Popular orcarrz.rt iors Nlr io' : i r  ( .orfct ler-ari . '  (( io'rcr lcr-:rci6'
Nnci. 'a] clc ()rqariz:rciores l) .pul:rrcs. oN()l)).  For thcrr prrrt ,  clr tre-
prL' 'c11r's. * ' i thotrt  beirg tbrr ' .r l l r '  :r  scctor irrsi t le the r 'Jrre p:rrtr .
$ 'erc 'otgl t t l izcd into l tssoctat iotrs.  conlecierat iorrs l r r r l  chlnrber-s.  lurc i
rr 'crc l inct l  up i l r  : i  corporatisr relat iorr l l - i_,)_r, i-r  t l -re st,rtc.

In t*-t 'ntrcth-certr lrv lvlcxic..  thc Lc' iat ira, \ \ : :rs a colcl 
' rc>'stcrconrnr,rndc.l  bv r l l -poug-fr-r l  pr irrccs u,hosc po\\-cf l .rstccl onlv srr

vcrr ls. r ,urt i l  the rrcrt clect iori .  Tlrc ct-nun:rrrcl  of- thr- prcsir lcnt. hos,_
ever.  \ \ ' i rs.rs:rbsol i , r tc in spacc:rs i r  $ ' l rs l i r r r i tcc l  in t iDrc.  phi l : rnt l r ro;r ic
ogrcs. *-\  ()ctrn' io i)az noulcl c,r l l  t l r tnr. \ \ 'crc: l t  t iures pr-ocl ie:r i  or
pcttr ' .  Lrut t l rer, n-ere xlrvtys prro1.ids1.5.

Niexic. irs ro*'  ncccl to l ibcrate thcrrselr-cs [.r .  ki l l rrrg t ]rc Lcr, iath.rn.
cven i f  rhe olcl patr i l r-ch is no lonqcr scarr..  i )cspitc the lrrct t l i : r t  i t
ts  surror inr icd bv l  t 'ar-r ior-crnpi le.  nr t r l t i ] l ter l l  orgrrnizat ions.  c l ra_
c.tr i l r  tr : .rcic agree'rcrrts. :r 'c l  pl. i rcta.r '  corporati . .s. :rrrcl  is ircrcas-
i .g lv cap:rblc of  c lo i rq lers.  i t  shoLr ld be ki i ler i .  v, i r l r . i r t  u s ' r r rbol ic
P.rr l ic idc s 'c ' r i ' i l l  nerer erorcizc the int inrrr tc,rrrc l  colc l  nror lster,  to
pLrt irr  i ts pl.rcc :t  \ t : l te * ' i th I  hu't : trr  t .rcc. Not*- irhst.rurl i rrq 

'c.*hbcr;r l  gkrb. l l iz l t i ' ' .  i r  is t i rrre t irr  cir . i r  s.cict ici  ,u .u,rrrr. . , .- ,  . ,un.l
qoverulnL' lr ts: i rLrbl ic po\\ ' t ' rs th: l t  x].e l inr i tc-c-i  bv crvi l  socien,btrt  t l rar
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arc :r lso rr, i l l i rrg to colt f i -olt t  thc largc natioltal f-rroblerns. : lsserr i l ts

\\ :hat rcnlr i l rs of sor,crcigntr, .Tl ' rclcfblc. n'c ncccl to ki l l  the autocr: l t ic

st: l te to rcconci lc ourselr,es r i . ' i th a 11c\\ ' .  popul:tr-dc.rDocr.rt ic st;rtc thlt
responcls to c iv i l  socictv (Otero :oo4b).

In u countLr, in rvhich civi l  socien- r l 'as crcltccl bv the Lrulcrru-
crat ic oqrt:  i r .r  i ts o\.n inr.rqe. t l rc eit izcrr \ t l i tggle 6or 5cif-qovernarr)cc

at t l ie conlrruni t t '  :urr l  regionr l  lcvcls beconres :ut  issuc of  t l re f i ls t
orclcr. I f  the r.rdicrr l  statc rcft)r l l r lsnr untle'r  t l rc plesiclcncr. oi Liz:rr ' , ,
( . . ' i rdcn:rs in t lrc lrr te r93os cOnfcrr"ecl telnporxrv lcgit ir tr :rcv tO thc

unions f lcht inq f irr  socir l  - justrce. thcsc n'crc l lnavs arrt i-dclt locr. l t ic

r tnci  corporrr t is t .  [Jrr t  i r r  thr-  second hal i  of  thc centun, t ] rc rc lcnt less

prol i fer-at iorr oi struggies t irr  rntorronrv cor)vcrqc(1. f i rst.  s ' i th thc
pnrqr-cssrve loss of  lcg ' i t i r r racv of  t l rc pol i t ic . r l  svstcnr.  s l r ich st : r i - ter l

svrnbol ical l r  s ' i t l r  the I96l i  stuclcrr t  nr(xrelncl t t .  uhic l t  u ' ls  r - io lent l r '

rcprcssecl: rulcl ,  , \cconrl.  s, i th thc learir.rg clou'n of unron discrpl inc.

cxposed b1' ,1r. s 'orker. pcirsant and populr lr  i rrsur-gencics oi thc

r96os. This ncrv pol i t ic ; r l  nrobi l izrr t i t )n w:rs lb l louccl  bv the f r r i l inss

of thc i l r rport-st tbst i t t t t ic ln.  pr() tcct ior) ist  , rncl  str te-ccl l t rL-d cconorrr ic
nroclcl.  u'hrch rr 'erc clr:rnrl t izccl bv thc clebt ancl f ln;rncial cr ises oi
thc tgf ios l r td t99os. Last l t ,  the nrpturc of  t l ie I ) l { l 's  ' r lcutocr.r t ic

cLrrrcnt ' .  i r r  r988. s ignt l lc t i  thc dcf i r r i t ivc sclerosis of  thc prolr t ic : r l
s t 's tct t t 's  int i r r rn;r i  rcprocluct ion lncchtnis lns.  and t l ic  besir tn ing of
t l te cnd of- thc 'rrrc: l t  rcvoltrt ionrrr '  Lrnulr, ' .

The u' : r r  r rgr inst  the oqre h.rs gonc t l r rough vrr iotrs ph:rscs.
[ )uI ing t l rc t96os ent l  r97os the n-orcf  in i lePcnclcnt '  Lrccrule the
svtr tbol  of  t letuocrat ic oppe5i l i91r:  ' inclepent lcnt '  pgx5x11g unions .rnr l
confeclemtions. ' inclcpcn( lcnt '  c()nlelcnces of  inr l igenous orglniz:r

t ior ts.  t i rnts fbr  urron ' inclcpendcncc' .  polr t ical  p:rr t ics ' int lepent lent '

f l -onr the st : r tc. ' i r r r lcpcnclcnt ' ln:rgi lz ine-\  : rnt l  journals th;r t  c l i t l  r rot
, rL( ' ( ' l \ t  t i l i l r l i r r r l  l iorrr  t l r r '  qovtrrrrn(.1)t ;  e|L ' l t  ' i r r , l r 'Pg1111. '11t  p i r ' t r l rc
exhibi t ions, ' i r r t lcpencicnt ' f l lnrs.  r ' rnt i  ln ' i r r t lcpenclent 'c lancc conr-
p:tnr ' ' .  In t lrosc vclrs. ' inclcpcncicnce l t l t :ant sirrrplr. '  not bclouqing to
thc Pl \1.  nr l rk ing : r  c l is tu l rcc f ionr thc orrrnipresent Mcxicrn st : t te.
Tl-rus, a fcclcr l t iorr of t lenrocrrt ic sturlcnts or a frcas:rnt corrtcdcration
ntav huve ploclainred thcrnselr-es ' inr lcpcnclcnt ' .  bur thcv could sr i l l
bc pol i t ical ly suborcl in:r tct l  to an o;r ; rosi t ion ()rg.ur iz.rr i ( )n l ikc t l re
Mcxicrn ( lonrrrrunist  Px111'  ( [ )ar t i t lo ( ]orru.rrr ista Meric:rr-ro.  I )C. i \1)
-  th:r t  is .  l r rcking ' : tLr tc l r rorrn ' ' .

Hcnce. in t l ie last  ( luartcr  Of thc '  cci l t r - t r \ ' , 'Aut() l to l l tv 'bcc.rntc t l t t
r l l l r i r rq (rv i l l l l ( ) l l {  1r1.p1tsi1i , r1; ,11 t l t r l  p11r111.1t ' - ( l ( ' ip()( ' r , t l t r '  ( ) t ' { , l l iZ. l t i ( \ ' \ .
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This corrcept beglr to Lreco'e cereral izcd aftcr r9g.1, u'hcr abor.rt
f l f tv rulal organizatrons corst i tLl te cl thernselves into the Natiorral
Union oi  Autouonrotrs l {cgiorr : r l  Pcasant ()rganizat i ( )ns (Uni i rn
N:rcion:r l  t lc ()rganizrrciones l{cqiorrr les canrpcsirr irs Autr lrpelras,
UN OIf CIA). Alth ou ch init i .r l lv th is cooldinlt in g olg.rniznrion lej cctccl
the te ' ' r ' i 'dr-perclert ' lor  thc qucst ionable re:rso'  of  ar . . id ing c l i rcct
conf-ront.rt ion rvith t ire st: l te - the trvo bcing virtul l ly sy'nonl.n-rotrs
(( io lc l i l lo rgl lS) -  in thc conr ing vcars 'a l l tor)()nr_v'can)c to bc assocr_
.r tcd.  as ' inclcpcndence '  had. * ' i th rhe reject ion of  pol i t ical  s 'bservr-
cttcc. brtf  t l iore t l tatt  this. u' i th social arrc-l  ccorronric sclf-nr:rpaqelrelt
of pgx5;1111 rnd coopcr' :r t i l 'e prodtrct ioD. Thtrs, ! i i l l tor ionrous' 

peas:ults
rc jectcd t l rc suarcl ianship of  thc st : r tc and set out to; : lpproprr iate the
procir-rctrvc process - self-nranrgenlelrt  -  rvhi le ncighbourhr>ocis ancl
corr l t l tul l l t ics orgarrizcr ' l  :u.ouIld thc sclt-nr;rn:ruinu provision of basrc
scrvices l ikc school inq arrc l  sccur- i t r ' .

I rd igcrror-rs st^rgglcs t , r  . rLr t r r l r . r rv.  iu r i re rgr ios arci  r99os, s 'p-
ple nre ntc'ci  arcl furthe r r-.rdical izcri  t l re pc:rsant lnovenlcr)t .  I- i rst.
t i tc t t tcatt ing <tf ' : ruton1lrrrv'  f i rr- i lc l icel6t-rs pegples \\ .1,1t bel,gpcl
t ' r I{ ,rniz;rt ion:r l  int lcpentiencc :rncl socio-econonric scl l .-rnlrnaqcl lcl t
to nr(-:ur free selt-cle tcrnrination: thlt  is, sclf-sovcrrrrncnt r l t  thc conr_
nrurr i tr .  lc 'vel,  accorci irg to t lrcir o\r,n nornls, pr:rct iccs :rnd r:ustonrs
(rr-r.- i  1'  .o- i l r /r ,r Ir 'c. i)  .  Sccorcl,  cleur.rrcls f i rr  'autorourv' in' .kecl :rn
autochrhonous pc6rplg5'  h istor l ' ,  Foundine thc dcnrrrncl  i r r  a r ig l r t  that

;rreccrles thc crirrent rr l t i () lr :11 strte. In r sclrsc, this cleri l i  is cxtcnral
to t l re I tcgcrnotr ic social  svstel t l .

I I t  t l l t  t t - . t t t . t t r , r r r  l iont  l r , , l r t tC.r l  i t t r l t '1, i -11f l . '11.C t t l  5rr ; j1y-1.( .Ol l ( )1 i l -
ic selt-nr:rnlrqenrcnt lncl then to self-gor.er- l l l l rent, t l re unrlcr lving
conccpt of  autonont\ .  s l terpcncd i ts corrrrot : r t ior t  o i  othcrncss.  of  an
altenrl t i lc. i roprr lar '-clcur()cr; l t ic :rnd rnr.r l t icultural hesenrr-rnic projcct.
I I r i t i : r l l f ' ,  thc c lcrDancl  t . r ' , lut t t r ront \ - l t l . l \  be a non-subi l r iss i 'e rvat ,
o i  bccorninq rnscrted into thc cxisr iug or.dcr;  in i ts l r i {hcr.  fbr . r r i .
I tourr t ' r .  , lut()nolnv l re, , l l )er  .u)  . l r t r - \ \ ' \ t r ' rn i r '  pr . . r t t i t  t '  l r r  n l t i , . l r  t l re
opprcssccl resist bv c-onstructrrrq l l ternlt i r .c orqrrr izat ioi lnl  ordcr"s. lJr-rt
t i te ;r-ogrcssion t lonr rcpc:r l i rg r.rrurinrous :ruel rrc>..1ithic pol i t ics
to*'ucls :r tbrrtr of dcpoli t ic izccl seif lurat iagcl l lc,nt and t lren tou.arc]s
thc clcnrrrnd f irr  r  nrult icrr l t trr .r l  ' r .r 'or lcl  

' . 'hcre 
al l  t l re . .orlds f l t ' is lr

proccss of  ovcrcorrr inq-and-cctnscr\ . , l t ion of  strges. so that caclr  nerr .
st i rqc contalns.rncl  r -ctairrs l l l  the previorrs oncs.

Tlrr ' t . r , r  i :  t ] r . , t  t l r t . l l lo\ t  r . l , l i r . t l . t r r t ( ) r ) ( ) l l l ( )u\  cr |cpi . , ; , , . " r . l t . r , l lot
is l : r .ds,  arrc l  the'  r i i l l  

'ot  
srr^, i ' r '  * . ' i th.r t  i 'dcpc'c ler t  orgrrr izat i . rs
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' l '  ' '  '1  1" l . . ' '  '  " '  i  "  r r '  f i r1 611f i r .1r l1 . l t 'n) , l r ) r i i  t i r r '  11, . '1 ' '  r 'L) t ) ) t i tuel t -

ctcs. Autonclnous ()rgi lniz: l t ions also lecluirc co]lcct ir .c sclfntanlging

opel 'ators ot- p6p11111 l .r ' t . t l l rct iorr .rn. l  .clr- iccs in per' ; .1-11111 tcnsiol l
u, i th the str tc i ln. l  thc nrarket.  Thcv also ncct l  in i t i rur ior t r l  l  r r r ics

t l t . t t  , r t l  t , rp.r l ' lc  o l -  1.1 ' , ry11111 11. . t l t . t ' i t . t t t r ( '  t 'q ' t i ) l '1) \  , r r r t i  1.r 'e jq. '1.  1 l ' , '111

:rn opposi t ional  pr115i t ie11 or \ \ ' i t lu l )  t l tc  str te.  The pcoples'  strugt lc

ior autoncrutv is svnrboi ic of M;r\ \ I icber' 's vien':  ' ( ,crtainlr .r l l  his-

tot ' ic lr l  c\frericl)ce cor)f lrnrs t irc trr.r t l ' r  t l r l r t  nr.rrr \ \ 'oLricl  n()t  l i rvc

;t t tainccl the irossrlr lc r-ut less t intc rtncl ag;r irr l rc h:rd reirc]tcr i  out f i )r

tht :  i r r rpossiblc '  ( r9_sS: r :S1.

I: i rst pcoplc-r ' . l iurt  cool,t , t l iott  t t ,  l l rc -(Ir1l((/c -f i ,r  t tr trrrtortt l '

5t , i tc  1. , ,11(.1 , ' f  r r i r ret t ' , ' r r t l ) - rentut ' \  Nl . r i r ' r r . l t tantpt \ ' r l  t ( ,  r ' . \ tcnnin. l t r .

Lrcl ians. st, i t ist ical lr ,  or phr-sic.r l l r ' .  so r ls to con\fruct : i  houroqcncouslv

s'hite n.tt iou-st i t tr- .  I l r  colt tr : tst.  t l te prcr5l- lcl .oir.r t iolarr- strre of thc

tu 'ct t t ic th ccntr l r \ -  cngugccl  in I  cctnccl ted pol icv oi  integlat ion.

u']r ich rssunretl  t l rc lrblrnt iorrrrerrt  of irrel icenor-rs culturc-. rrr t- ;rvclpr

of at lof t i r tg thc clonrrnant. r ic-(r i  --o culturc. Tl-rr-or,rqhor.rt  nr,. .r  oF rhe

t\\ 'el)t icth centlrr\- .  thercFrtre. the social anci pol i t icrr l  pt 'r 'scnce of
Fi lst l )coplcs rr 'as ci i i t r tccl.  l lut thcr. rerppe:rrc,.1 forccf ir lh'  in thc last

, ] . ' . ' , td, '  o i - t l t t '  t  t 'nt t t t ' ) .  r \ r 's , l l t izer i  ,u-()ur)( l  t l r t ' i l  r lerrr , t r r r l .  l i , r  . rLr t t , r r , r r r r r .

:e l l - -qoVct ' t t . t t l r ' t  , i l r ( l  \ l r 'nr()r ' r , t r ' \ .  I  I tesr r l t ' t r r . r t tq l r  1.1 '1 ' .111111 t l t , r t  I r r r l i . r r r

pcople-s rvi l l  hlvc control olcr l :rncl .rncl tcl l i tolr ' .  , ,r 'hi1e rcnl i l ininq

:ir t  integrl l  -  ani l  cl i trr i f l t -cl  -  p:u-t of t ] tc Nlr--r iL. ln l t . l t i \ ) l t-st. t tr .

Esscrrtr:r l l r ' .  inr i iqenous p.rrt iciprxl i l ;11 clr-rr irrg t ire r, iolcnt st.rgt- of
the tgto-:o r-cvrlut ion rrr lol . tct l  thrcc n-rorlal i t ics: f l rst.  in ;r  krrrr l  ot '

;rrrrcr l  e\tensiolr of servi le lrbour. sonre lVl;rr ' ;rn incl i :rns signct ' l  Lrp
s i th the lancl lor-cl lcrLcr 's thlt  rcsistecl the revolutron. Scconcl. in t l rr .
l l ( ) l ' t l l .  r ' r ' l ' t . l i l t  c t l t r t r t  g lUUl] \  took. t , l r , r r r t . lqc r) t  t l )C \ \ , l t ' r ' ( )1) iut)atul ' ( .

to erchrrngc tht ' i r  arrncd support f i rr  nrrt ionl l  rcr.olut ionrr v l i rrces

frrr the plornisc of ;r  solr.r t ion to thcir rncestnl locaJ ;rroblenrs. Tlr ircl .

the Z.rpatistas of the cel l trrr l  part of N' le r ico ,1cr-clopc.l  . l r1to1r() lnous

i . , r l ic ic.  : l r ) i i  r r  I i .1r11rt  l ) r ' ( ) r r - . l l rmc i t r  n l r ic l r  thci l  N.r l r r r , r t l  er l r r r i t '

: rnt l  l i t rqutst ic concl i t ion in fact \ \ ' : rs r)ot cr\pre sse cl.  r  Al l  of thcsc

c'thnicit ics u'cre clor-rbt less irrr l igenous. but t ' ; rcisrrr l l . i -s too plevl icni

. tr t t l  str:ong for indiqcnoLls et lurici t \ .  to bccoirrc a rr lh' ing poi lr t  of
r r t - . . - rn iz i r r , r  r r  t l r , .  t i r r r - ''  5-  ' - -" ' , :

Tlrc t l r ' . t  r t ' r . l111i1r11,111 ln. l i . r r r isrrr  f i l  tL ' r 'n l  ro Ll i . t i r rcrr i . l t  r l rc l r ) r l i .u l
' i r i i t i rr tccl cffolts in iLlcrrt j t l  c() l tstruct ion f lorn ' Incl igenisnt ' ,  t l tc strrtc 's
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pol icv oi  intesr.r t ion thr t  pursues accni tur : i r ion : incl  assiur i lat ion)
enrerqccl r i t  the cntl  oi thc secoud decai lc of the tu'cntieth ccnturr ' .
n 'hcn Clalr i l lo l )nerto.  lcacicr  o i  rhe Sociai ist  Plr tv of  the Sourheast.
introducecl irgrJriun lefornr sirni l .rr  ro the Z:lp:rt isrrro of Mor-clos. in
centr l l  N4cxico. He proviclet l  thc f irrnrer. senri-sl :rvc hlcienda peons
s' i t l r  the terrrtorir l  basis t irr  i rLlton()nr\ ' .  ar aqricultur- l l  clcr,.eloprncnt
basccl olt  thc return to ntrr izc. drssolr-tng their t i rocl clepcnrlcncr. on
tirc hlcienrirr.  I{eci Suncl.rr.s anci othcr cultur-ai : incl eclucatiolr:11 .rct ivr-
t ies proirrorecl thc rccovcrl  oi the indiqcnous l l rrgnege. cnlture arcl
sel f -cstccnr-  Lanr i .  l ibern' . r r rc l  c l ic i t i t \ . .beclrnc integr-atecl  in a sort  of
indrgcnous soci.r lrsnr. ;r  \ l lvrn r. l topia.This n.:rs t i-r- istr.r tecl in r9:- i  br
thc up1i5i11g oithe ' l ) ivine Cl.rstc' .  rhe l :rnclci l  r-r-r l ins cl:rss in Yucat:rn.
:rrrt l  the mlrrclel oi Llalr i l lo i)uclro ( l) :rol i  .rncl IVlontalr-o r97;).

Fronr the t 9+os on\\ ' :rrds. .rrrtoclrthonous Lr(-oples bcc:rrne thc
strb-jects of bureeucr-:rt ic rnt i iqenisnr. the pol icr- oiu p.rtcrnal ist ic strte
irnplt ' r11e'111ccl t i rrough t ire N:rt ionl l  IncLqt 'rr isr lrrst i tute ( lnst i tr .r to

N:rcionrr l  Int l iqenist.r.  INI).  n' l i ic i t  sou.ql.rr to ir l tegr. l tc thern into
n:t t ionr l  societr ' .  ]NI n ' lntccl  to l 'cscuc t l - rcr l  cui t r , r r -c as lo lk lo lc:urcl . : r r
best. to l t l t i less thcir econonic. soci:r l  .rncl pol i t ic:r i  nccds rrs cit izens.
Lrut or,ci l t tokeri  their clent:rnd i i rr  i r lcnt i tr ' . rnt1 thc- r iqhts that cl lr i l r ] :r tc
i l -orr i t .  ThLrs. i i  rhc ire'r is:rrt ' r '  cr-e.rtecl br. t l ie rcroluf io. *:r_s f l l -nrlv
cottt : t inct l  i r t  t i tc cor-por-:rt ist i rrsr i tr .r t ions oithc,\t t te. trvelt ieth-cerrturv
Indi:rns u'cr-c re trr le trtcd bv INI t l trr i trg Lrei lcet j l l te. Thcir stntgqle to
i l-ec thenrseh,es i lonr t i rc- netr lorks oI prol i t icrr i  fro\\-cr h:rs becrr nrtrre
dcl ,ncd. but in l  \ensc nior-c plotonnt i .

Tire ncu Irt l i rrrr isnr begln to dcflrrc irs pr-ot i ie t lur ins the r97os
i l l ld i9sos. uherr  : r  nurrrbcr oi  corrrrr iuni t ics in ccntr l r ]  lnt i  uestcrrr
\ ' lcrrco cic'elopctl  loc: i i  ,r  rcgionrr i  n1o\-cments i i r  i lefbncc of lrrcl .
t trrcsrs ;rnt ' l  s ' l te r.  l trci  Jg:r i l lst ( t1L't( luL's (pol i t ic:r l  .urt l  econorrr ic strong-
nrcrr)  r rnt l  nrunic i l . . r l  g() \ 'er l rnrc l r t . : rs i r i  Olx lca in the sorr th.  In t i ' rest .
str-uqqlcs. hou'cvcr. Inrl i .rns did rror pLrt fbls' .rr-cl  theit- sprccifrcirr. .  L:rnci
renr:r i r rec- l  thc centrc oi  thei l  c lcrrrrnds.

Thc :rcr.rf  i .rn lci i t | i l t  th:rt  cnrcrgecl f i -onr the r:elciut iolt  l t r()-
vi t lct l  tbr ts-o fblnrs of land tclurc: r ' i rdrr.  dcsigncd t i>r l .rncl to be
r.ct l lstrrbLrtccj to / / l r- i i r--(r pcasar)ts. n, i th usutr.rrct r- ights over thc l : lnr l
l .Lrr  r r  i r l t  o$'r t . r '1t i1.  r t ' ' l r . r l  t t t  t l t r '  r t . r rc:  , r r r t l  : r { t . t i - i , r r t  \ . ( ) l t l l l i l l l ) i I rc\ .
t lcs ign. 'd fbr  col lcct i r -c usc br,  indigcnous courrnurr i t ics t l r ; r t  cotr lc l

[rrovc .r c],r inr to l : ind on thc brsis of coionir l  t locurrrents. In pr- lct icc.
ho*'c'cr. Irrc|.rrr crrr i ' ruuit ies p'shccl thcir r lc 'r .r 'c ls ibr i :urd not so
nrr.rch br- thc lr istol ical nrots of r ircir l rghts. bLrt bv rvh:rt  \ \ ' rrs 1n()rc
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fcasible accorcl i l rq to the rrcu' agrarien lcgal stnlctr. tre: there u,cre

Incl ians rvlrr: l  souqht r ' i rd,r l .rncl grants anci ni.-st i :o.( t l r l t  for.rnci sonre

coionial  archivc to c la i r r i  t l - rc rcst i tut ion of  conrrrrunal  lancls.  Thu..
t l re f lrst cxpl ici t  nco-Zrrpatisrno in the post-revolut ioltarv er: l  w.ls
org:rnic:r l lv exprcssecl in the ' l ) lan clc Ar.ala Nation,r l  Coordin:rtor '
(( loorci ineclora Nacional l) ian dc Ar' ;r l :r .  CNPA). u'hich hcld i ts f l rst
Nationrl  Nlcct ing of Inclepcndell t  Jr)discnor-rs Org:rrr iz;rt iclrrs in t ]re
Nahuatl  conrrnunit l '  of Milpa Alt,r .  C.NITA'.s rnajori tv rrcrnbcrsir ipr
is int l i rgcnous: of thc : r  reqiorral organiz:rt iorrs thl-rt  conrpl iscd i ts
l i r r r r rJrrrq i r t  t , ls : .  ;  \ \ere l t ) \ ' \ t i , / ( )  ,n)r l  l+ ut ' tc i t t tegr ' , r t . , l  l . )  r :  . l i t -

lcrenr int i igcl lot- ls ct l ln ic i t ics:  N:rhuat l ,  I 'urh6pecha. Otonr i .  Huasrcca.

Mazahurr, Zapotcc.r.  Clhinantec.r.Tr. iciui.  Arnuserr. Clh.rtrnl, ' fzotzi l  antl
Tzcltal.  Althoucl i  u' i th less u'cight. t ]rc coorcl inrrt ins orqlnizariorr
of  rcsionel  qroLrps,  UN() l { ( lA,  has rrn inrpel l ;1111 nr i l i tancv f i r r  thc

autochthonorls pcoplc-\.  Ncr.erthcless. rreither of thcse t\ \ .o colr\ :ergent

org:rrr izat ions positecl t l ic ct l trr ic clr,rest ion rt ' i t l t  an) '  forcc.

Tl ie f irst lncl iqenous Conqrcss hckl in Clhiapas in r97,1 \\ ' ls

Incl iurr ist  i r r  fornr:  con.rr . rmnicrt iorr  r l ls  in thc Mavlrn l : rnguagcs
(lhol,  Tzclt l l ,  Tzotzi l  ancl Tir jolobal; i t  produccd cl i .rclost ic str-rdics
ancl propos;r ls bv corrrnrurr i tv anrl  l ingtr ist ic l l roups: ancl prpcrs ancl
concltrsions rvere cl;rbor' :r tcd Ll,v Lronscnslrs.Yct i ts .rgencla lncl act ion
ct 'r t tcl t tsiotts rvcrc basicl l l1, pcx51n1, ts thr: l t i iUol issr.rcs u'crc i lncl,
t r , r t le.  l r t ' . r l t l r  . lnr l  cr lu( ' , l t i ( )n.

l)uring thc c:tr- lv r97os. C)ax.rcir st; t te \ \ ' ts the ruain prorluccr of
incl igcnous rcqional or-ganizations: the'Wcrrker l)c:rs:rnt Str.rr lcnt Coali-
t ion of the Isthrrrus (( loal ici i ru Obrcr-o Canrpesino L,stucl i :rnt i l  del
Istnro, (-()( lEI).  consti tr-rtccl bi Zapotccs: theYac:r l tccos Or-sanization
of the Sicrr;r r ic -fuir lcz. s'hich lought aq:r inst thc rcgional rrrciqrrt ' ;  t l ic
Pronrotcrs'  Coali t ion of I l i l inelrel Incl ians. rvi th rneurbcrship f i-orrr
ne:irh. al l  cthnicit ies in the state; thc Sic.rra dc Juircz ()r 'srnizarron

frrr thc L)elcncc of N:rtural l{esources :rncl Socrl l  f)cvelopnrcnt
(()drcn:rsrl) .  l lso Z,rpotec, the Mixe N:rtr-rral ancl Hunr.rrr l {csources
I)cfcrrcc (hrrrnr i t tce (OocL'erni) ;  thc Orgarr iz ing ancl  Clorrsul tatron
(}rnrrnit tec lor the Union of l)eoplcs of the Nort lrcrn Sicrra ot-
()a-reca (Coclcco).

These orqanizrrt ir tns st:r l tcr l  to ehborlte a pr()gralnntir t ic pl l t tontr
rvith cncouragelncnt bv incl ir . tcrrotrs intel lecttr:r ls. such as t l tr-  Ztp()tec
f i-onr ( iuelatao,Jainrc lVlart incz Luna, rnc' l  the Mixc fronr Tl;rhitoltcpec,

Flor ibcrto Diaz.  At  thc becinninc of  the l98os, a jo int  c leclnrat ion
bv ()drcnasi i ,  Codeco rrnd Clodrenri rcacl as f ir l lot 's:
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Wc t lct t ter t t l  : rbsol t t te rcspect fbr  our corurnurr i tar i rn sel f -c lctcrrnrnut io l
ovcr oLrr  l . rnds.  ovcr al l  of  our n: l tu la l  rcsor l rccs.  arrc l  ovtr  the f i r lnrs oi
orq:rDrz;r t ion th l t  $,c wish to qi ' , 'e ourscivcs. . . .  \&t  t lenrancl  respcct fbr  rhc
exprcssions of  our conrnruni tv l i tc ,  our l : r r rguage. orrr  spintualr t r . . . . .  We
clenral td resPcct t i ) r ;urc l  pronrot ion of  our f i r r rns of  corrurruni tv gover l -
l l tet t t  bccluse t t  is  t l te ol) lv gLr: l rantocd rv l rv of  ar ,o id ing thc ccntr . r l izat ior i
o1- pol i t ic , r l  . r 'd ec.rr . r r r i .  porr ' . r .  Wc .rr . l  oppos.. . l  to h:* 'e . t r r  ratLrr : r l
rcsot l l 'ccs pl t r r r r lercd i t t  t l ie I r .ur te oi : r  supPosct l  'n.r t io l r . l l  t lcvclopnrcnt ' .

In orr lc l  to shurpcn i ts spcci f ic i t r , .  hou'ever,  the i r rd igcrroLls lnovcnrent

hacl  to corr f i r tnt  thc \ tate,  u, l i ich h: tc l  at tcnlptecl  to appropr i r r te the

ncu'ethnic isnr in f i r rnr ; r t iorr  s incc the r97os. l t  a lso had to confront

t l ie rest  o i  thc peasant arrr- i  po1.ul1;  nroventcnt,  u,hich rn"as t rv ins

to subsunre i t  bv incrt i :r  or prcrnccl i t : i t ion. Finrr l l r , .  the indr{renotrs
nro\:cl i leDt hacl to confiont the intnrsive agentlu uncl oracticcs of-
NCi()s thnt u.ert '  prcsel lr  frorrr t l ie r9Sos.

Stu'trng n' i t i r  the Ohiapas congress oi r97,1, u.hich u,as cal lccl
b ' the st , r tc l rd ( lhr . r rc l r  but  * 'as ' . tablv sel f - r r r rnasecl  by I rc l i . rn
peoples. thc govcnrrnent prolnotccl trvo orq;rniz:rt iorul i l i t iat ivcs: f l rsr,
thc fbrrrr . r t i . r r  r f  Suprcnre c lounci ls by et i rn ic groLrp.  anr i ,  scconcl ,  i '
I97,j .  thc forrtrat ion of the Incl ien l)coples'Nrt ional ( lorrnci l  (Cor-rsc_jo
Nacior;r l  de Pr-rcblos hrcl ios,  ( INPI) .Thc Co' 'c i l  rvas snpp.sed r .  be
suborr i inate to the st : r tc.  but  i t  s.on l recr. , r r rc rc\ t lcss:  i r r  r976. ONIrI
clcrnanciecl the r l isrnanrl inq of- INI ancl,  cLrr ir ls thc- L6pcz port i l lo

adnr in istr l t ion (r976- l l -z) .  i t  cr i t ic izccl  thc Asr icul tural  ancl  L ivestock
i)rorr iot i .n 1111' (Lc' cle Fonrento Aeropccuario), ee:rred as i t  r l rrs t t ,
clcvelop agr:rr ian capital isrrr vrr joint vcntures betrveen capital ists : lnd
cj i latarios, 

'si .rs 
ci id, hrd. when thc clor-rnci l  cal lcd i ts thircl  congrcss

asl inst the prcsidenr's n' i l l .  hc tr iecl unsucccssfir l lv to l ic l tr iclate the
el) lancipirtc( l  Frankenstcin. This task u,:rs f lnal ly : iccolt tpl ished by his
slrccL-ssor. Presiclcnt Migr-rel de l .r  Maclr id (r98:- l t8) rn r98.5. ."vhen

clNlr l  * 'as tra'sfor.red i ' to t l -rc s,brr issi 'c Irci igc'ous l)co;r les con-
feclcr:rt ion, n.hrcl"r bccarrre irn at l l l iatc of thc mlinrt i ) l {J.

Irr a p:rral lel  proccss, hor' ,-cver. r lunrerous inclcpql ld3n1 regior-ral
orglnrzrrt ions enrcrgecJ dul ing thc lgl. ios anc-l  thc carlv i99os, sr_rch as
those ir.r  orrx;rca: the Northern Ist lrnir-rs Zouc Union of Indigenous
clonurrurr i t ies (Ucizoni) .  the Isthrrrus I \cqion LJnion of  Inci iqenous
clorrrrnunit ics (UCIl{ l) .  the roo Ycar-s Inclepenclent l)easant Uniorr
(U( l l  roo Aios).  : rncl  rhc Mixe Author i t res Assenrblv (Asarn).  Sei ,cral
indepenclent orqanizat ions cnrcrqed i r r  . thcr states:  the ( ih i rpas State
Inclependent Phvsic ians ()rs.rnizat ion (OMIECF{) and the Cihiapas
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Statc Incl igcrous l leprcsentl l t ivcs Orgenizattrtn: ir  Hrclaleo Statc, the
Easteln N' lcr ico'Enr i l iano Zrpeta'  I )cnrocr:r t ic  Front (FI)()MEZ):

rnd in ( ,uerrero St: i tc.  the Al to l l . r lsas N.rhLr;r  Peoplcs '  Counci l
( i3art l ; l  :ooo. :oo r ).

Inclc:rsinq nrigr:rtrou. hou'ever' .  f l lst to the irr ig:rtct l  t ic l t ls of
n()f th\\ ,1'stcrn N' lexico :utd thcn to thc Unitct l  St;t tes. fr-r lnccl ntartv

i r tc l iqetrorts cot t rnt tur i f ics into nrul t i -spat ia l  anr l  c l iscont i r r r , rous cnr i t ic \
th:rt  hld ro otqanize otrtsir lc oi their .rnccstrai te rr- i tot ' ies. Tlrc t irrce tr-t l
st l t tqglcs oi N4ixtcc : lnd ZrlPotec rn Or-cqon.\\ i :rsl t i rrgtotr . tnd. :rbolc
.r i l ,  ( -a l i fo ln i . r  dul i r rq thc secorrr l  l i . r l i  o i  the rgSos lct l  ro sever ' , r1

stronu org:r l i iz:rtrorrs. sr.rch as thc- Nl ixtec l)o;.s1111- ( l i r , ic (-orrrrnit tee.

t l tc ' l lcnito 
-]Lr;rrcz' Cl ivrc As-sociat ion ari t l  the Exploited antl  ()p1.1g55911

Pcoplc.s Associ : r t iorr .  ( ) r r  th is b:rs is.  in t99r al i  o i thes. :  organrzar ions
decit let l  to folrtr  thc lJirr.r t ion.r l  Nl irre.c-Z.rporec Front. u'hich uoul. l
c-rp.111i into 1)r. j .r  (--:r l i f i rr tr i :r  t l id c\ '( . l r tur l lv into thcir n: i t i lc O:r-r. ic:r.
lJecattsc 11)crl iberslt ip l . . ts erpandcrl to includc N{i-rcs. Tl i t luis :r ir i l
( lhoioltcc:rs. the orgrniz.rt ion u.rs rcr.rnrecl t i re Birr.r t ionrr l  O:rr.rclLrcrlcr
Incl igenor-rs Flont ( l r l ( )B) (Kc:rrncv t996. :ooo).

\X i t l t  r l t r '  r i .c  r r l ' l ) ( ' \ \  or ' { . ln l7. l l r \ } r \  r ' . l l r )c In.r \ . r \ ( ,  r ) r \ 'L1ir) j \  ,u}( l
cncounter\ .  s 'h ic l r  str-cngt l renct l  iderr t i t ies.  bur l t  sol id.rr i t rcs . i r i r l  c lc-
r-c lope-d lcadcrshi l . :  thc Fi lst  EncounteL oi  Inr lepencielrr  In( l iqenor is
()r-g. t i r iz : r t iorrs nas hcl t l  i t r  I )u-rurcc:r t . i r r .  (Jaxrc:r .  i r r  r9So: the scc-
ont l  i r r  ( lhcr i i r r  Atz icur in.  Nl ichoacirr .  This 1.1111'g55 q,r i r ret l  for-ce : r t
the crrc l  of-  thc rr- t f ios.  in t i re t r r i t ls t  o i  the cornnrenoraf io l t  of  hal f
: r  nr i l lc t t r t i t t r t i  o i  i tn l - rosct l  Incl i r rurcss.  r r . i rcrr  r l rc Fi lst  I r r tc l  n.r t ional
Fonrnr on I lr lntr l i )  l l iglr ts of t i rc Indi.rn l)c.ol lcs rr.rs hcit l  in \1:rt ia,t
l{onrc'ro. ()a,r:rc.r.  r l ' i t l r  :rL.out 6oc pr11;i f  i l rrnts t 'o1lt  9(r or.grrniz.rt ions.
I{ st: i tr 's, antl  :3 cthu' ic gror-r irs.Also p:rrt ici f . . t t i t ig \ \ 'crc r lclcg:l tes t l 'ol t l
( luatcurrr l l .  [ lontiuns. Pcr-u:rnr] l lolrr- i . i .  antl  re;rrcscntl i t i r-cs f irrn
iurivcr-sit ies ;rncl N('()s. -fhis ntcetinq l-csultccl in thc ioo Y!- iu' \  () i

I t t t l iqertoLrs rurcl l )opul.tr  l \csist: tncc \\ i rr lcl  ( iertrp.r iqtr.  i l  M.u'ch of
I99o, the Secon. l  Fonrnr r , , r is  l rc l t i  in Xochinr i lco.  I ) is t t - i to Fet lcnl .  in
the nr i t ls t  Oi  t i isscnt.  r lh ich c l ic l  l l r r t  p1c1's1)1 thc cOnst i tut iorr  Oi  thc

,soo\c:r ls Nlcr ican ( .ounci l  in - fu l r .  t r r . rde up of  : - ;  in i i igcnor ls.  pcus-
artt  i lnd popul:rr gri lssroots or:g.rniz:t t ions. N(l()s r l tcl  schol:t ls. Fi lal lr ' .
t l rc (-or-rnci l  c:r i lc t l  thc cclcbr.r t ion of  thc Fir-st  N:r t ion.r l  Asscrrrbl i  o i
I rc lnn [ )coples rnc]  ( ) rganizrr ior ls.  r l i r ich u ' : rs helc l  in Nf i lp;r  Al t l .  in
n'hir 'h a rrcu'  or-guniz;r t to l t  c lncrqcr l :  t l tc  Indigenous I)eopl t - r 'N;r t iorr . r l

Fnnt (Frcntc N:i i : ion:r l  t ie I)ucblos Incl ios, Frcn.rpri) .
i lv this t i t trc thc i t t t i igcrtotts ;rqenclt h, icl  l .ccn clc.rr. lv dcf lne.l :
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thc rrqirt  t()  . l l r tonol l l \ '  . rncl self lclctc'r ' rrr ination .. .  the rr! :ht ro cultural
ir lcrrt i tr-  . . .  t l te r iqi t t  t .  i ; rncl a,cl n.rtur:r l  resoLtrces .. .  the rrght to t leelv
t letc l - t t t inc t i tc  i t r t t ' r t r , r l  pol i t rc.rJ condi t ion of  cr-rnnruni t ic \ ,  in Jslcr .nrc l r t
s ' l th t l 'at l i t rott l l  l i rr tr ts of orq.ut iz.rt iorr . . .  the plerr. i lencr of tr :r t l i t ional
cLrstoul. tr \-  Jlcl j :rrr rrglrt .

I t  is roteuofthv thrt.  in contlast nith t irc trerrd of cl i l fcrcntirrt ion
at thc ert l  of rhe t93os. * 'hich cluscrl  t i rc ruptur:c of- se.r, 'cr: i l  i r-
t l igcr.us or-g.uriz,rt iors . ,r ' i th thc lnol"c pe:lsi l l t t-Lri l iscd ( lNl)A. the

-joo Yc:lrs Nlcrican (--oLrrrr: i l  bccrrnc' rrorc'  oricnted tona.cls l  broad
corl\ 'crgcncc. i t  l lso c.r l lccl for '  'cnccltu:rgruq the trnitr .  oi .  .  .  Incl i lD
peoples n-i th thc pc:ls:1nf. s 'olkers anri  ps;rs11.11 sc'cr()rs'  (Conscj,.

Nlexicarro - joo Al los r99r) .

This coutergerlce proccss coirrcidcd u' i th the f ir-st fer,, '  ve:rrs of
thc atLrr in istr : r t ion oi  Presidcnt Cal los Sal i r . i . rs (r9r iS-9a),  n j r ich n: is
trv inq to br i r r i l  thc i i rc lcpcndcnt lural  nroverrrc l l ts  to thc corporat ist
kr lcl .  Thc c.\ecuti 'c.\  opcr.rtors hai l  f i rrrncd thc l)crnr:rnent Aqfariar ')
Clonqress (Clongl 'eso Agrario l)crrnancnte. (,AP) in r9f i9 tO prc-cl l tpt
t l . ic incicpcndcnt urr irar-r '  Action Agr-ecnrcnt (( iorn'cnio clc Acci irn
Urit :rr i :r ,  ( .AU). lr i i  i r  t99o thc pr-o,s()\ 'err 'r-1rr ( lNC crl lcr l  lor
t]r t '  t?rntr.rt ior.r oi :r l  Indige nor.ts I)eLrrr:rr-rcnt Congr.css (OI p) on
S.t l i l r , t ' .  r r t ' t l r ' l ' r .  TIr is , ' r , r ' l t t r r . r t is t  ot-g,rrr iz.r t i l r r  r r ' , rs tc, l t -cr i  t6 . . l t , r ] -
lerrgc the rrdepcnclert  Frcrapi .  Sorre rrre ' rLrers of  Frc 'api .  rsr611 15
rJre inclepenclcl l t  FronI of lnc] ian Pcoplcs (FIPI), :r f ] l l i rrrecl u' i th thc
colpor: l t lst orglnizarion. ( l i l r .  :r lons tr. i th thc- h-rr l iqcnist Action Scction
of thc corp.rrr isr CN(]. the Int i i :rn l)eoplcs' N.rt ior:r l  c]o.r-cl inaroi-
(ClNl) l )  . r r rd . t l rc 's.  ( . lP * . : rs i i r r - r r r ; r l l '  corst i r r recl  in ()ctrber.  of  r99r
lrtcl .  l - .  * ' i th thc pe:lsi lnts, S:r l inas offcrecl r-ni l l ions iu rcsourccs to this
orql i t l izat ictt t  t l t t 'or-rqlr the IIrcl i .rn Funcl. Tl-r is c()-()pranoll  l1r: l l t ()cu\.r(.
t 'orkcr l .  tbr :1Lrst : rs t i le pcasant incl t 'penclent ( IALI \ \ .as r iot ; rb le t<r
survn-c t lre cnrc'rqencc of t l rc corpor:rt isf ( lAP. so too Frerr.rpi dicl
l lot l . lst lortg as l tr  i l t ief.elclent cl trr l lerrgcr org.r l iz:rt i9p.

This organizut io l t : I l  co optat ion nteasurc u 'as supplcrnc.nted bv
.l  frcsidcnti .r l  rctor-m oi (.onsti tLrt ionrr l  Art icle -1, resrr-t l i rrq lrrdiun
cir l t trre. :rpprovecl in r99 r (I) i lz I 'olanco r99:).This rcfbrnr ;rnror-rnreci
to rron-subst. lnt iVC. r 'rgr. ic. cuitural ist changr-s. In a sirni lar lv superf ici :Li
vcin. t l -rc lVlcxrc:rrr golernnlL-nt signetl  thc- r989 IL() ( lonvention No.
r69. * 'h ich * 'as rat i t icd af  the crrc l  o i  r99o arr t l  prrbl ishecl  in J:ur*ar-v
oithc iol lo*inq 

'clr .  
br.rr not iruplcnrented. A last. top-clor,r-n svnrbol ic

govcrl lnlcnt: l l  conccs-qion to thc First l)coprles h.rr l  ;r  rrr i-reci corrrcrtt :  i t
. l l l loul l tcd to t 'c t . t i r t i t tq t l re i l r r r l icnable ch:rrr tctcr  of  cor. lnrur.rrr l  l : rnds in
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the crrrbl inq lau'  of  ( lonst i tut iorral  Art ic le 27. u l r ich f i r rd.rrrrcrr t . r lh '

ch:tngei l  i rr  r99-2. Nc-r 'erthcless. sol lc rccorlrse f i)r  plrr,utrz:rt ion rr l ts lct i

i r t  thc nen lcqis lat ion.  as thesc l : rnds nr:rv bc lost .  f t l  inst . rnce, i t - t l rer '

nrake trp thc incl igcnous-colrurrur.r i tv share in rr colporl t ion cc'rnst i tutcci

in associrr t iorr  u ' i th pr i r . , r tc cr i f  i lx l i5g5 ( l larr la r99t.  2oo3l)) .

Thc signif lcant trrct.  l tr tu'cvcr, u'as th:rt  larrds th:rt  l i lc l  becrr rc-

tt trnecl or conflrrrrccl to incl i :rn ;rcoples were t)ot e-rclrr. lc. l  f i -onr the

tttccltatt istt t  b1' , , , , ' l -r ich thc govcr-rrnlt ' l t t  \(rLtght to hrrr-c r, i idtr l :rrrds

atlopt the ' t icc-holt l '  t i t le, thc step Lrcibre al icnarion und srlc. I) i . ior

trt  the t99: rcvision oi thc rrgr;uirn relonn l lu. r ' i i , / ,r  lancls u'cre

rlot slr l) jcct to srr lc: thev coulel onlv bc transferlecl to hcirs. uccl lrsc

cl ir l , '  ancl cor) lur.ural lends rrr.rdc up :rbout hl l i  of r l l  acl- icultural,

l ivcstor:k ancl hrr-cst lv l lnr l  i rr  l \4exico. t l tev hacl becctrnc a nr!or

fc-ttcr to clpital ist clcvclol 'nncrrt (()tcrrr r999: ch. -3).
I t t  or t lc t '  to unt lerstrrnci  the nrct l ror l ical  Incl ianist  b i : rs of  a c lc:ulv

neol ibcr;r l  govcrnrucr i t .  \vL.  l l lust  renrcrrbcr th.r t  thc I99os st . l r tcd

\\ ' i th st l-or)q ethrr icist u inr ls throrrgltor-rt  t l te \ \ 'or lr l .  Tlresc s'cre clabo-
r : t tcci  bv t t r t r l t i l : r terr l  orq.rrr iz.r t iorr \ ,  su(- l r  es the IL() ,  l r rc l  cxprcsscci
in corrst i tut iorr : r l  rc l i r l r r rs t l t . r t  scr- t  usul lh ' l ie l r t ' .  ancl  l i rn i tccl  to

rnult iculturl l  leqisl:r t iorr.  On occusion, ]rorl 'er-cr. Irrcl ir i rr  telr i tor- ics s'crc

ltcknou' let lqct l .  encl s() \ \ 'c l 'c cust() lr1: lr \ .  r iqhts :urcl self--govcrnrncnt.

I) lrrrdo-r icl l l l ' .  thc u'or- ld t le ncl to c()ulrtcr-agrari lrr  ref ir l rrrs, in u'hrcir

thlt  oi Slr l i rr : is u:rs inscrlccl.  \ \ ' r ls . tc( '()nlpartrecl [ry a ccr-t. t in clcqr-ec

of cthrr i t ' - r i ! : l r ts rccogrr i t iorr .  Thus. f i r l  exarrrplc.  the s:rnrc l :nv t l r ; r t
( ' ( )L l r ) tcr ' ( ' r l  t l r t '  lJ , r ] iVi , r r r  , t t r , r r i . r r r  I r ' l i r r - r r r  l . r \ ' '  of ' t l tc  e.r | ] r  I { . , \o i  L. \ -
t . ibl ishecl l  rrcchanisr.n to rcknou,lcdgc the tcrr i tolr,  of Fi lst l )eo1.lc5.

ln pr:rct icc.  th is r-esrr l tct i  in qr.rnt inq r i t lc . r r rd sccr.rr i r r - to thc l , r rqc

lrrrr. lholdcrs, n l i ich u'crc non cxclr,rclcr l  fbnr . l r) \ '  thrclf  of expl '1rprf i .1-

t ion.  Ul t i r r r : r te l r ' ,  t l ic  r99os slr \ \ ' i l  c lear pupcr col tcessiol l  t ( )  t l rc loo
vcur-s of-  dcbt to I r rd ians ( l l r l 'sk tooo:Vl l r  Oott  :ooo) .

- fhc grx,crrnlcnt  l ) i l \  not  bccn t l re onlv p: l r t \ r  to intcrvcrrc i r r
Incl i ln l f i r r i rs.  Sirrce t l rc rrr i r l - l98os, t l rc Nlcxrc:rn Indi :ur  nroverncnt
l ras bccrr  thc f i rcus of  d i r , t rsc intc lcst  L{roups. Firsr  tbc N( l ( )s be-
crrnc i r r tcrcsted, thcl  thc r9E.5 elr t l r ( lu i lke.  in iUexico ( . i t r .  struck.
n ' l r ich toqcther rv i t l r  t l rc ecorrorrrrc cr is is turnecl  Mcxico int< ' r  a
srorthv c:rusc l i rr  ntrr jor irr tclrrat ional c()oPCt'at ion. ( lhtu'ch-r 'cl l r tcd

olsarr iz:r t iorrs ulso took up thc et l tn ic r lucst i r tn.Thus, Inci larrs bcclrrrc
the p; l1311ig11r of ' r 'uhre r.rble groups' .rnt l  thc objcct oI assistancc. ]rr
t l rc bcst of crrses thcv r lso bccuruc the o\cct of sol i i l . rr i t t '  rrnrl  rc-
conrpuninrcrr t .  I ) r r lect-r  f i r -  ct l t rcat ion.  l rcrr l th.  foocl  r r r rd l rotrs ing.  anr] .
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to : t  lcsscr c\tcnt. savings. loans :rnc1 prociuctiorr s 'erc rnult i l -r l iecl.  I t

is  not  a coincidcnce, thcn. that  t l ' rc Mlt ias l lorucro intcrrr : r t ionl l

F, ,1 '1111, l i r l '11.1 '11 orr ' l r r r r r r . r r r  r ig l r ts ' . : l  I r r r i r11l . ,1 '  r r l l r i r rg p() i r ) r . . rn( l  thr t

i t  s : ts conr,crcr l  bv qLissroot '  org.rrr izr t t i t r r rs such .rs U( l lZ()Nl .

l long u' i th N(l()s srich as Eqr-npo [ 'ucblo. Intclnational isrrr rv;rs l in-

ot lrel clccisir.c factor r l t  this st irgc. given th.rt  the Mcxican proccss is

closelr- l inke d to th.rt  of L:rt in Anrerici t  r t t  largc. r lr :uult izec{ Lrv thre c

nrcct ings of  the ( lont inental  Eircountcr of  incl i : rn l )coplcs:  the.  f l rst

in Ectr:rt lor in r99o. thc seconcl in (;u:rtcl i lal . i  :r  \ :c:tr  l l ter, :rrrcl  thc
. l - ; . - .1 ; . .  Nt; . . -*^.- . , .  : . .t l ) l l r l  l l )  l \ l r ' . l I . l { t l , l  l l l  Jr)r . /1.

- f l rc cr-ents of  r :  ( )ctobcr tg()2.  r lcnronsrrate both t l te inclels ing

ir td igcnoLrs : lc t i \ , isnr.  as wcl l  . rs thc plcvr i l jng corr t r - rs ion.  Mexico ( l i t r ' 's

2t ,1 ,11,- , .  or '  (  ( ' l l t r ' . r i  \ ( lU,rr( ' .  u. t .  t r l l r ' ,1 r i  r t l r  t  r r r r t r r r {c l ) l \  r ( ' l1r ' ( ' \ ( ' l ) t i t ) {  , l

t l i i l t ' r -st ' . . l  l ' l t r r - , r l i t r  ot  prr l i t i . ' . r l  1. t " i1 iorr . :  l i ' t rnt  t ' r t r r , t l is t  t ' r r l t t r r . r l  qt i ) r . l l ) \

to the gathel ins oi the ,soo Yc:rrs Mcricarr ( lounci1, .rncl to rcl isiotrs

lni lrchers tcl  the iJasi l ic:r oi thc Vrrein oF ( ir .r :r t lal trpe. n'hcrc tht '
( l l thol ic (.hLrrch \\ ' . r \  sr; lnted p.rrclon tbr having colonizct l  t l rcni.  In

NIorcl ie, lVl icho:rc: irr .  .rrrslv Irrt i i : rns br<>r-rqlrt  ckru'tr  the st l tue of Vtsco

de Quirou:r . . t  pro- iuci ian rnissionerv n 'ho possibl ,v dic l  not  c lcsene i t ;

ancl in Sarr (,r ist irbal,  ( i i r i : rpr:rs. thev bror-rglrt  t 'knr,n thrrt  of Drt-eo clt

]Vlrrz:uicgos. a ruthle\s col)Llucror n,ho no clor-rbt r lcsclvcci i t .

This n.rs thc hiehcst poirrt  ot- the nco-lncl i .rnist lv:tvc th;rt  st: i r tcr l

in t i re r97os. Tl ic - joo Ycars Mcxicrrn Counci l .  shich in r99 I  con-

t ; t inccl  r tbout I , jo olqlniz:r t ions f ront 23 states: tnci  hacl  coorcl inat i l tg

conlnit tr-cs in Clhiapls. ( iucrrcro.VcrJCrLrz, Mcxico Stl te :rncl Pr-rebl:r,

[ ' re c lnrc s 'cakcner l  : r t tcr  t :  ( )ctobcl  r99: .  Af tcr  th is cr i t ic : r l  r ]ate,  thc

rrccornp:rurnrcnt of  NG()s also c i rv inci leci .  Thc Nrtrc lnal  Encountcr

of  ( l i t i l  Societr .  ancl  t l rc Indian l )eoples hclc i  in Atrgust of  r99J wls

urrrcnr:rrkrrblc. The l :rshrol l  \ \ ' : rs over. I  Iou'cver. i f  b1. ()ctobcl of that

velr t l lcr:e \ \ 'crc l lo nrore Indi.rns at thc Zocl lo. Lr1'-f :rnurn' r994 thev

hld rcappcarecl rr ' i th bal lclar ' : is on al l  the television sc--rccr)s, or) thc

occrsion of  t l - re upr is ing of  thc Z:rpat ist : r  N:r t ionrr l  L ibcr.r t ion Arnrr , '
(F, jcrcito Zrr;r:r t istrr cle'  Libcl lci t iu Nacionrr l .  EZLN).

The Zapatista Indians:

Frorrr  Guerr i l la to Dernocrat ic Fighters

The tcrrain had no t lotrbt bccn 1-lcparcd bt '  alrnost t \ \rclrt .v vcurs oi

cthnic strugglc to q.r in indcpcrrc icncc f r r t l t  i t rst i tutronrr l  indiqcnisnr.

but t i rc ( lhi .rp.rs upri ' inu transl i l 'nrccl nr r assistancc-\v()r ' thy'r 'ulnel lbl c
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grotlp' i r t to t ]rc ctnlr lern of dignin' ;rncl lcbc' l l iousncss (subconr,urdunte

Insurgentc N' l ;rr-cos 2ooJ; -B:lr tr :r  : ,oolc) .  Tire Za;r l t ist l  proqran.rr. trc rs
ttc 'r t  partrculrrr lv Incl i :rrust (u<l 'k. lancl.  hor-rsi lg. fo<td, irealt l t .  cr luc:r-
t ion. inr lcpenclcnce. l ibcri l .  clcrtrocr:rc\ ' .  

- just icc lnci pe:rce), but i ts
consti t trencv is irrcl i .{enous rrrrcl  so rrc the strategrcs that rt  aclopted
s,hcn n:rt iorr:r l  al t l  iuternationul rnobi l iz.rt ion opcncd thc ro:tcl  t . ,
peace. In I)eccruber of r99-1, t l t i r- i rg thc [)c. ice n' i t i r  Jtrst ice :rnt l
I ) i , ' r r i r r '  , ' ' ' r r r . , i , . "  r l '  '1 .1] l1r \ \ r ' ( l  t l tg EZI N t , ,  I ' r - r , . tk t l t r .  . r r .1rr .  r . l t_' ' :  " . ' " ""r" ' i - ' ,
c losr. t re.  i t  publ ishcd t l te conf i r t -nr . r t ion oi  t l r i r t r ' -c ight  , i l r t ( ) lo l r )or1s
'rebcl  r r runic i fa l i t ics ' .  Nlont l rs before.  o l t  r :  Octolrc- t - .  t lur ing t l re
( 'onlr) lenio[ l t iorr of thc -So.:,ncl lnni|clsan' of conclr-rcst. t l -rc Strte
(lottnci l  of Jndiggrous rrncl Pcrrsant ()rg.rniz: l t ions ((-onse,jo Estet:r l
c lc ()rqanizecioncs Ir rc l iqcl : rs \ .  Canrpcsin:rs.  C.EOI( l )  r r rc l  thc St:rrc
Asscit iblv of thc (--hia1.ls l)eople (Asanrir le:r Esr: i t .r1 clel I)rrcblo ( ihiap-

arlcco. AEI)( iH) c.r l lccl f i rr  thc f irnr.t t iott  oi \ ' lul t iethnic Atrtononrous
l{egions. Mcarru-lr i lc. sevcrrr l  ot l tcr l-rc.rs.rnt ln()\ 'c lr ients n'cr-c cst,r l t-
l ishing int lcpcnr ' lcnt  nr t r r r ic i [ ra l i t ics throughotr t  N4cr ico:  to l  cxrrnrple ' .
in ()co-sinqo. L:rs N4lrqrrr i trs" ( lhirpes Fi ishlarcls. .rnrl  ( .haichi lnr ir irn

(S:rrrnicr i to r99-1).

Tir  t l r i :  poi l t  u 'c. t rc st i l l  n i tnessing clc f : rcto;ruronour ies.  uhrcir
arc nr i - rccl  i rp n ' i th c lc.rnancls tor  l :urd:rnt l  othcr rncl igenous;urci  pr .35-
ant c lcrrrr t r r r ls .  lJrr t .  in r99-; .  u hcu t ] rc f l rst  L) i : r locue Scssrorr  bctuccn
thc EZLN rrr t l  t i re fcr lcr . r i  g() \ -cnnt lc l l r  t i rcusccl  on alr to l tonn'  r ights.
:u'rcl .  in I996. u-hen i t  slr :rpcd rr pr-rrp115.11 for- consti tutron:r l  chrrnqcs.
t l re indigc'ni )u\  u)ovcnrcnt crr tcr . ' t l  l  c l ln:rnr ic of  rc.r l t ic t r i . r t ron th l t
s.oLrl t l  clcf lrrc i t  i i rr  thc rest oi thc t lec:rt lc.

Thc const i tut ion:r l  rctbrr l  on inr l igcnor i -s r ighfs:urr l  cul t r r rc is
r , rsual l r , i t lcnt i f lcr l  r i ' i t l r  thc 'Lcr 'Oocop.r ' .  t i r ich rrdoplgj  thc n:rrnc oi
the ( ionglcssion.r l  ( lonrrrr ission f t r l  Aglecntcr) t  . in( l  l )c;rcc.  Tlr is lcg:r l
in i t i , r t ivc s\-nthcsizc(1 rht  Srn Andl is Aglccnrcr.r ts rc:rc l rccl  [ .cfu,ccn
thc EZLN :rrrc l  the {r) \ 'e l 'n lncnt \  lc f rc\eur l l t i r .cs on r6 Fcl . r ' i r ; r r r
t996 :rnrl  t icf lrrcr l  thc ob,jcct ir-cs rrnrl  stmtegics oi this rrct phlsc
of t l rc i r r r l rqenous nnvcnlcnt .  I t  both c lcepcrrs t l rc orqrrr iz.r t ion,r l
scgreq.rt i()n bctn'c'cn : lutochth() l t()us pcople-s lrrrcl  rr ic- ir i : . tr . i .  u'hich rr. l rs
;r l re.rdv errro-s-I in!r  in thc i98os. rrnr l  unr i lcs cthni t  qroul .s.  I r r  - . l . r tc
of t l rc t :rct t l t l t  thcrc- lele cl i f- l icrcnt tppt 'oJCllcs in thc gcst.rt iorr ot '
t i r is lce.r l  inrt i .r t ivc - c() lnlnun:r l ists vcrsus region;r l isfs i t  r- t 'p.rr '5s1115
a f ' l : rusiblc colt tr lron lcqel i l ' ; rrncn'ork. :rrr urnbrcl l .r  ol- consti tut icrnul
l iglrts sharccl bv di lr .rsc entl  cl istunr col lcct ivrt ics th.rt  coLrld hlve
strorq r l iscrcp:lncies lrrourrcl ot lrcr issr.rcs (Flcrn. 'rrrclcz Nar' .rr-ro:rrrt l
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vcr:r Hcrrera r99i i) .  As tn'o anthfopolocists have plrt  i t ,  i -r l l tol lonr,v
is not t i re ct lcct of a r-rni lateral dccision f i-onr ethnic or nrt ion:11
gror. lps. nor f irrnr thc states. I t  is rr procluct oi a pol i t ic:r l  l le!:ot iat ion
(Di,rz l)ohnco arcl L<ipez r.  I l i r .es r<;94).In cortr:rsr rvi th pol i t ical
ncqorlr l t ions bctl 'ccn soci:r l  rrrovcnrcnts and the state, l iolvevcr, this
onc ciocs not arlnri t  qr ' :rdtral ism: suLrst;rrrt ivc consti tut ional r ights 1br
IIrcl i :rn peopies :rre cither acknrxr.. lec{gccl or- thcr '  : l rc r1()t .

Thc dcfl ' i t i t t '  of ; t  nc\\ '  autolto' lv platf i>rt,  i lnd str: l teqv eisc)
lecluiret l  l  lcncn'ed.ir t icir l l r t ion. arr olglniz:rt ion:r l  process th: l t  \ ! . :rs
pfcci i r i t . t ted bv r l tc Ohi. rpes upr is ins.  In the bcginning. rhe ethnic
contingents .rctccl u-i thin the pitrr-al ci t izen coltvergcnce that rc-
sponded t.  the EZLN's cal l  in Ausr-rsr r994. t l re Nrrt ional l)e'r .cr:rt ic
( lorn'ention. helcl . .1ust tno u'ccks prior to t ire n:rt ional elcct ion:.
The clonvcntion u' ls st irrrulatccl b1' the p: lr t icipirt iolr of ( lr-r:u-rht i 'nror:
( l i rrclc 'n:rs, the left-ol ccntrc cuncl iclatc. arrr ' l  resultccl in a vcrv trro:rcl
.rncl nnrl t i -cl : iss lett ist i ront. l rr t icul.rtet l  f i 'st  bv statc couvcr-rtrons and
Lrter also u' i thin sectoral strLlctLlrcs oi prsx5;1n15. tvorkc'rs, Indi:rns,
stucle nts, \vonre r.  i rr tcl le cttrals, :rncl artrsts. with the I) l \ l  ls tr iunrph
rn the elect ions, hon'evcr", the convcntion lost i ts ef l icacr- tbr thc
con-l lmcturL'.  ancl thc- Nrt ional Liberation IVlor-enrcnt (MLN) cal lcd
L*'  thc EZLN in thc TIr irc ' l  I)eclar:rt io'  . f  thc Laca'don Jurslc cl id
not prospcl ' .This s'rrs the lasr Z:rp:rt ista init i l t ivr.  gcared to encorlrage
l broar-l  fropular ancl nrr-r l t i -clrss t lonf. becansc since the encl oi r995
ant i  in 1996 i ts social  cal ls n 'crc pr i r r rar i ly  lnd, l  st 'ycr  thcv werc
not onlr- t l .r is, for the Zapatista N.rt ion:r l  Libcrarion Front (FZLN).
thc lcgrl  encl pol i trcal alnt of t l re EZI'N. t ' rs orgrrnizcd in 1996.

In Apri l  I99-5. rcprescrrt;r t ivcs of about a hr-rnclrecl orsanizlt ions
irc l t l  a rrreetrng in Mc-r ico ( l in.  the First  N.r t ional  Indieenous I) lur : r l
Assenrblv for Atrtonornv (Asanrblcrr Nacional Incl isena I) l trr ;r l  por
la Autonorrir ,  ANIi ' ]A), uhiclr clabor:rtccl l  pr( lect t i rr  rnt.r-rornv
leeisl;r t ion. The nrcct ing u. ls 1-r lolongccl into l  second one iD Vrrcr.rrr i
So'.r:r .  and a third l t  the e'cl  oi Auqust i '  olx:rca. Each rrrect-

's 
haci ircreasirq rrrert larce. :rnd the ANIT,A * 'as fbrrral ized as

an orqlniz.rt ion th:rt  u'oulc{ nrake a signit lcarrt contr ibt i t iorr to thc
corlstruct ion of thc San Andr6s Accorcls :r fcrv nronths latcr-.  ()ne
.f thc kcv gorr ls oi ANII)A hls [ . ;een ro crc]te a f i>urth le'cl  of
govcrnntent.  betu,cen rnunic i ; ra l i t ics atrd st i r tcs:  thc plur i*ethni t :
r lutouol l lolrs rcsions (or I{APs. i ts Splurish lc..rnvrn). A 'Cor.rnci l
o[  ] {e l r :csert : r t ives'  r ioLr lc l  be the hiehest bod'  o i  author i ty i '  tbe
RAI)s: 'Al l  ethnic s.ol lp-\ (both Incl ia'  arcl 

' . r- l ' t l ian) 
u'oulc1 ire
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rcprcscnted equ.l lh, rvi thirr this bocl,r ' ,  r-ccarcl lcss of thc delrrogr,rphrc
rvciqht of crrclr. '  'J ' l r is borh' x,oulcl be electccl Lrv r i i rect ancl secret
ttnir.crs;r l  votc e\.el-_v t lrr-r 'c r-errs, 'accorcl in{ to a prrnciplc of rclat ive
nr l jo l i tv  ru l t '  ( l {u iz l  lcrn; inclcz :ooo: . r -5) .

Thc f lrst con\:cl-gcnce crf :r tr toc]rthonous prelr l l lcs c.rpresslv cal le cl
b,v the EZLN rv.rs thc l t i rst  Nl t ionl l  Incl igenous Forurn.  I t  u ' : rs held
in San (-r ' is t r ibrr l ,  ( )h i r rp.rs.  in Jarr t r r r r t '  1996, as ; r r r r t  of  i l te ucgot iar ion
proccss n' i th t lrc f i : t icr ' .r l  qovcrl lnetrt  t l tat I tacl st. tr tcd a l i t t le '  earl ier
in S:r lr  Anci lcs (Hern: 'rnclcz .urd Hcn'era r99S; (, i lbrcrh :rnc1 C)tcro
zoo r).  - I 'his fcrnrrrr s 'us ;rt tcnt lcd Lr) 7i7 inrl iqcnotrs clcleq;rtcs. -s(rS
obscrvers. 24fi  sur-sts entl  4o; . jour-n:r i ists. E,ncourlgcd bv this cnc()un-
t.er. t ]rcrc \ \ :crc'  ot lrcf l t)ce t inqs. arrcl st:r tc :rncl rcgionl l  t i r lunrs u'cre

col tst i t t l tcd.  In ()ctober of  l99f) ,  ( lornunc' lunt : t  I { : t rnonlr .  t r . r ' t r r inal l r '
i l l  n ' i th c i rnccr,  l t tcnclecl  fhc const i t t r t iorr  o i the N:r t io l : i l  Inci i i rcnous
(-oirsrcss (( lonurcso Naciorr . r l  Int l igcna. C)NI)  in Nlcr ico ( . in, .  In
r997, u,hen r . t  r  r  Zi lpat ist . ts lcf i  Cl i rap.rs cn rol t tc to Nlexico ( l i t r .

the C.NI l ic ld i t - .  sccon. l  cousrcss.Anr l  in iVl . r rch oi :oor.  rhe CINI
hekl i ts thi lcl  r :onqrcss. coincicl ing u' irh thc Zrrprrt ist:r  ( lrr :rr, ;rrr t i rr
Inci igcrrous l  ) iqnitv oi :3 conr:rrrcl lr te s lrnrl  a subcor.rr lrncl:rnte to
Nlcxico (. i t , l - .  n.her-c thev :rtrcr)r lcci a hcaritrg in t l tc plcn;u-), oi thc
ni l t i ( ) l ra l  ( .ongress to l l t tkc thcir  crrsc f t t r - t ] re ( iocopa lct is l r r t ivc plo-
pos. i l ,  u l r ich h.rr i  bee'n sclr t  to ( lorrgrcss bv neu' l_r 'c lcctc( ' l  p l -csidcnt
Vicctrte For. thc' fr lst ol.prosit ion c:rni l id:rte to \ \ in the prcsidcncv
rr l tcr  ser-cnrr ' -onc vci l rs ot- l ) l { l  ru lc.Thtrs.  thc CNI sel lcd i ts inr i rn;r tc
pro-r inri tv u i th che colrrsc oi ( ihiap.rs Zrrp11i5111r' , .  :rn. l  t l rc i lcrurrcl
tbr t l rc consti tut ion:l l i tv oi the r isht t i rr- rrutononr\ '  \ \ '1ls t iecl to l
pe:lcctul solut ion f irr  Clhiel. ,rs.

Tltc 'n:rrch of t l rc colotr l  oi  thc carth' ,  :rs thc ( lrrr:rvan u'.rs rr jso
cal lecl .  r , " : rs thc hrqlrc-st  point  i r r  the ph.rsc of  the i r rc l iqclr()Lrs rro\-c-
1nc1rt th. l t  \ t i t r tc. l  in thc i l ]1c1- r 99os. ,utcl i t  \ \ ' . ls nrr icLl i i r tccl to t l te
cor)st i t r l t ionir j  . rcknol ' ler lgct))el t t  o i  a l r tonortr t .  Scl i -g i tvcnrrncrr t .  l r \ .
colrtr i lst.  \ \- : l \  Jl l :rncestr l l  clerrr.rncl \ \ , l t rcir  $,.rs c\prcssl!  purstrc. l  tbr
;rt  lcust a r luJrtcr oi: t  ccr.rtur-r '  anci couccptLral lv tbr-nrr. t l .r tecl :rs .r
l is i r t  c lLrr inc thc t93os. lhc pg1-11l i1f  in 'o i thc EZLN.rrr t l  the CINI
l r ro\ /enrcnt s i l lcc r99(r .  t l iorrgh. is t l r r t  i t  l - ras l t teur; . tct l  to rc lc]r : rn
agrcclt tcnt rr ' i th thc cour)tr\  .s ps111il : , .1 t irr-ccs t l tat :Ll lou's consti tutrol, t l
recorrnrt ion.  Tlre rolc ln '  is  that  both Incl i : r r rs arrc i  Zrrp,r t is t . ls  ccntre
t lrcir stratcgr'  <tn .rchrcr,-rrg a r-cf irr irr  of the st l te.

This is no snr.r i l  go.r1. I l r  i l  coLlr lrr \ .  r l 'hcrc clenrands rrc fbLrgi i t
f i r r  in verv speci f rc tcrnrs i r r  t l rc hope that thc qoverurncnt u ' i l1
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slt isfv therrr,  stmgglins f?rr t l -rc ;rcknon'1c-clgel lrcr l t  of tounciat ionl l
r ichts is l  big stcp. This is al l  the nrorc so rvhen this denr: rrd has
rurobi lrzcci thc vast nrajori tv of int l iqcnor-rs organiz:rt ions, u'hich h.rve
thc active srpport oi thc plourcssivc s.ci:r l  arrcl pol i t ic:r l  f i rrccs. rvi t l r
broacl svnrp:rthv lnrong the gcner-rr l  publ ic. Hcnce the cxcepriorr.r l
possrbi l in, that r leglslr lr ive frocess u'oult l  bc init iatecl f l -orn the
bottonr r ip \ \ ' rs scrn i ls vi .rble.

Tl te p;op111,) t l \  ( ' ( r lUi l l \ ' t1t ' r ' \ \ ' .1\  f . l - t . .ct t t  i r t  t r r t ,  1t{) l ) ) ( 'pt \ :  r l [1.-
ing thc S.rn An. l r6s neqot i r r t ions,  r t  rhc strr t  of  thc Erncsto Zedi l lo
aclrrr irr istrrt icrn (t99q-zooo). ancl rhen;rftcr rvirh t lrc ( lar-:rr ' :rr  t i rr
Irrdiqerous i) ignitr, :  : l t  the st: lrr  oI t l rc Fox rr]nt inistrat ion. I l  both
c;rscs. n'herr the negotl . l trons becerne f i 'nstratccl - i rr  r996 b1' thc
cxecLlt ivc : incl in :oor by t lrc lcqisl: l tur-c. u, j t ic lr  pnssecl :r  r-crv n'aterccl-
ck>rvn r,crsion of the (--ocopa irr i t i . r t i r , 'e - thc Indians ar-rcl Zap:rt ist:rs
u'ere str-nr icr l  tor  thr .  b:r l : rncc oi  the s is-r 'ear elcctorr l  per iod. ' lhus
the stnrgglc has been nrarkcdiv t i iscontinuc'rus : irrcl  prolonsccl.  [rc-
cause in orcler to r ievelop l l  nc\\.  botton)-up caurpraiql l  thcv rrrnst
u ' l i t  hr l  the' top'corr j r . rncturc to chanqc on i ts ou'rr .  Ftrr ther-nror-c.
this lcgal rol l tc seenrs to hlvc bccorne cxh:rustet l  in tht evcs of^ thc
nt l rn protaqonists.  when ( lorrgrcss severclv arrrputatccl  thc oocoPrr
init i .r t i ," ' r . .  a'cl  cspeci:r l l \ ' . l l tcr t l tc Suprentc ( lr turt refuserl to f lx the
problen, borh ( lNI ancl  EZLN ch;rnqer l  rhc tcrr l in of  srrusqlc:
Inri iarrs ratrf  rcd the-ir clcr i : i , rn t \)  c.\r .r 'c ise . lur() l t()nlv rn ; tracnce , l rrcl
the Z.rpat ist i ls  anl toLutccd the sr, rspension of  : r l l  corr tact  rv i th thc
go\:e rnnrclt t .  Thcsc :tre sint i l .rr  rcsp() l tscs [rr-rt  $-i t l r  dist inct perspcc-
t i 'es.  Whi le I rd iar  i rc.plcs \ \ 'ar feci  ackro*. lcclscr)crr  of  . r  r ic l l t .
tor t l -re EZLN p:lssi lqe oi t f ic Sa6 Apr]r 'cs :rccgrcls 5'1s thc l trr- ior of
t l tree 'siqrt l is '  f i 'orn t l tc govcnl l l tcl t t  thet t l tcv hecl sct : ts conrl i t ious
to rcst: lr t  l )csotir l t ion\. TIttrs Mcricans took steps b:rckwlrd on trvo
tet 'r .r ins: Ircl i ,rn enranci;-r.r t ion u' ls ]r l l rccl lncl pe:rce rnovccl f i rr thcl
;rs'ar ' .  Autocht]ronoLls people5 rvrl l  hlr,e to contjruc f iqhtirrg :r lorg
thc l i r r t 's  of  t l re 

' rore 
l i ' r i tecl  pr() tect ior)  of  lL()  ( l r ' r ,cr t i . r r  Ncr

1f i1 ( , I ) i lz  Pol j rnco and S:rnchcz foo3),  anr l  Zrpat isras t i i l  I r lvc to
.ol l t i l t t le cloirt* prolrt ics uncicr concl i t ious oi exccf-rt ion and r,r ' i thjn
thc f i 'at t tcuork of  'sr-rspcrt t lc t l '  lcqot i : r t iou q ' i t l t  19 etrr l  ip s ig l t t .  Nq
doubt indiarrs ancl Zep:rt ist ls r i ' i l l  corrt inue to nnrch togcthcr. Lrnt
rrcccsslrr lr-  s. i th r l iversc t. lcf ics :rnLl str: l tcgics.

The EZLN lr:rs cst:r l t l ishctl  tn'o kcr. stratcsics. Fir-st,  concu-rr irrg
lt \  sufrport basc-s. snb-ject as rhc' arc to : l  pol i t ic:r l-nri l i rar. l ,  rv:r l l  that
t lr le:rtens to Lrc cxtcnclcc' l .  thc EZLN lr.rs sr-r lrst i tutet l  t l rc,. lqrr,r. i r , t l i t rr l ts
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( i ts f i rrnrel nrectinq sites rvith civi l  societr ')  fr ;r  t l ie C,rrar,, f t ' . r  (self l
qovclning sitcs f t i r  aLrtolronrous indigenor,rs cornrnnnit ies), creJtins

the Clourrci ls of ( iootl  ( lor..crrrntetrt  ancl a grt-atcr autonoll tr ,  vts- i-
vis thc pol i t ical-nri l i t :rrv col lulrancl.  In this s'ar ' .  t l rc EZLN anri i rs
support b:rses:rrc prcp.rrcd to resist as lorrg as i t  takes for a rrc$'.
nrorc favourablc corr j trrrctr lrr .  to arr ive. Sccorrd, the EZLN h:rs pro-

clainrecl i ts r islr t  to clo pol i t ics iu cr,crv re:rhn. Thus. i t  rcanirn:rtccl

t l re FZLN ancl i ts nront]r lr ,  pol i t ic;r l  nragazine Rcbcldt l t t ,  nrrcl clurinr{
:noi  i t  i r r t  l r ' . r re t l  i1s |11l . l i .  int t ' r ' r  crr t iorrs -  l lg]rr i r r {  l i r l  Iq ' .11 1 ' .  1.1-1 '
test ing rg:r inst the Wbrld Trlclc ()rg:rnization irr ( ,ancun. ]rol. l inr

at t  intern:r t ional  crrcounter ' in dcfence of-  l tL ln] : tn i tv ' .  Thc- FZLN

organizc-cl the conrnrcrnorati()ns of thc tuentieth :tnnrvcrsru'r '  ot- rhe
EZLN .rni l  thc tenth oi thc uprisrns, rvhich u,clc hclr l  i rr  nranr,

p1;iccs lrouncl Mcxico ancl in at lcast si-rtv-t irr .rr ci t icr t l rrought.ut

t l tc  r io l l . l .  i i r  t l r , '  t lve (() l l t l l t t . l t t \ .

The ntrst irn1.rqy1'9x111 thinq, lr t 'ur.r 'cr.  is t [re ]esson that Zapatistas

ale takins f ionr their rcccnt expel- iencc:rnd the nation:r l  ancl slobl l
ci t-cunrstancc's. The EZLN has hacl several inc:rrnatior-rs: a r.olr-rnt;rr i lv

p:rcrfrc arnrv in r99-1, i t  cncouragecl :r  clcurocr:rt ic transit iorr bv dcnro-
cLit t ic rneans. As Subconr:urdantc Marcos put t t :  ' thc ( lonr-entior-r\

proposal  is  to f i r lce charrge t l r rough the clc-ctolal  rc)Ll te. . . . 'We alc

nrakinq t lr is eRbrt to corn' ir . tcc people to c,rh:rust thc. electoral rontc-.

that  i t  is  \ \ ( ) r rh i t ' (Morqr-rccho r99-1).  ln r99- i  and r996. rhc EZLN
\\ iAS;l lr  rnsurge'rrt  gror.rp that solrght to neqotiatc an extenstve agenda

oi retortrts rvi th the fecleral exccutive po\vcr, heaclccl bv Zcc1i l lo. cle-

ntandirrq qovcrl)nrental cornrnitnrents to t lvour:rble pLrbl ic pol icies lbr

Inrl ian peoples at t l ' rc Sln Anclrcs scssions: 'aLrtononlv docs not irnplr '

th:rt  rhc statc rvi l l  stop h:rvinc respr>nsibi l i tv s. i t l ' r  the nen, ler-els of
orqanizatiorr,  u'hicl .r  n' i l l  havc thc r igl.r t  to publ ic coutpcnsarion funds

: i t tc l  othels t l rat : r le dr.re to I i td ian preoples'(EZLN r99(r) .  ln: .oor.

the Zap:rt istas \\ :ere rcbels that ot 'qanized the Clarar.an of Incl ige nous

Dienitv to dcnrancl f i -orrr lceislators the approval oi a consti tut ionai
rcfbrnr; in the rvr>rds of Sr-rbconr;rndlntc lr ' larcos in :rn irrten' ies' r l ' i t l r
journal ists (Bel l inehauscn zoor) , 'Thc inci icenous peopr les n ' i l i  u, in.

. . .  Wc rvi l l  convince the cleputies lnrc.nrbers oi the los,er chanrber
r)f  Oonqrcssl t l rat i t  is t l -re hour of Clonsrcss. '

Urt t i l  :oor.  t l re Z.r l . , r t i \ t . rs \ \ere ; t  t : r ( }up ol ' i t t . t r tgcrt ts t i r , t r  -  r i i th-

oLrt laving clou-n their guus - for ovcr eight r-ears Ir:rc1 encour-
aqecl rctbrnrs through clect ir>ns. neqotirrt ion l ' i th the execl l t l \ -e. anrl
appc.r ls to thc lcgislatr-rre. This c\ccptiorl .r l  prnclo\ f i 'onr ( ihi :rp.rs h:rs

f lnr l lv reached t l .re conclusron rh;rt  t l -re iust i tut ional svsteni has Lrccn
exhaustcd, that al l  pol i t ical prrt ies antl  t l re bureaucrrrt ic el i te lre a
bu'ch oi t .ai tors. that thc three r l :r in cioors - c-xecutivc-. legishtrrr-e.
jr .rcl ici .rrv - arc closecl.  I t  real izes t l-rat the sv\tcnr is in ternrinal cr isis:
'Thc art of prol i t ics does r-rot 1-9tk : tur. lct lgcr ' .  u,rotc Subc1;lrtp-
clante N{;rrcos (:oo3).

Sonrc of  us nrav nor sharc th is conclusion. al thouqlr  t l re EZLN
has the 

' icht 
to frx i ts o*'r ' r  posit i .r  antl  rrct .ccorcl i 'gly ' .  l3ut, exccpt

1br i ts clccision to :rc'h'rrncc in clc t :rcto mitoroulv. thc bet ou the
irtcl iqt 'no's strLrgglc h:rs rrot bccn as clearlr.  cst.rbl ishccl.  First,  bec:iuse
inrirqcnous nroLri l izrrt ion rs not ;rn arr lr .  bnt .r  highlv plural ist ic social
i l roYel l rcnt i  scconr l .  bccausc t i r r  t i rc EZLN thc oocopa leerslat ive
chrrn.ge \ \ ' : rs not rnelelr .a 's ignal ' to rr .strrr f  l rcg() t iat ions but.r  fbunda-
t iotal 

' ight. 
a subsf.rrt i 'e p:rrt  . f  :r  brolcler ;rgcncla fbr i i 'hich Ircl ia'

l rcoples h.tve bcen exfr1s55l1. stmggling for ovcr a clr l i l r tcr-ce:utur\. .
Thcrelorc thc chal lcnge' tor the indiqenolrs nro\rel l lent is rot to fakc-
a posi t ion as a poLt ical  r 'Lctor-but to r lef l r re i ts strr l rL-rn-rs,L soci l l
l t t() \ 'L 'nle1rt.  TI ls reclLt ircs t :rkinq a posrt iotr l i -r- ,)-t , i . i  i ts rc. l :r t iort n-i th
othe' polr ' lar scctors, rts a1.p'o.rch bcfbre othc. pol i t ic:r l  frrrccs, rrcl
i ts rclrrt iorr n' i th the sf:rtc ancl u' i th the go\:ernlncrl t .  LJtrt  the gre;rfest
chal lcnee rs to f ind .rncl cler.elop thc rncchrnisnrs of unit l '  x1 a t irre
in shich t i rc.qoal  rh:r t  the EZLN:rrrc l  thc Inr l iarr  r loverrrent sh:rrecl
t l l rr i r tg thc 1-rx5g,, lcclrde - to cler ' :r tc r lgt() l tol1\:  t6 cetrst i tut i . ' l r1 r:r 'k
- gocs on stancl-L'rv. At le- lst t i rr  thc t iruc beins, i t  is l iarcl for- thc
indiqenous nrolc lnel) t  l lorc to fur ther r  q l 'e: i tcr  i r robi l izat iorr .

Conclusion: Beyond Ethnic Speci f ic i ty

Ai ier  sonre rhi l tv vcars oi  I r rd ianisr  pol i t ics.  the EZLN Lrpr is ing r i r rc l
i ts e'cnturl  cl ialoguc * 'r th othel lncl irn orgnniz;rt ions. \ \ 'c c. ln s:rfelr.sar.
th:rt  the Mexicrn Irr, l i ln f .cus;urtn'  h;rs lreconte pol i t icalh. cousti futccl.
:rs defint 'd irr  rhe pol ir icl l -cr-r lrLrr ' :r1 tht 'olv oi cl :rss fblrrr;r t iorr.  This is
so. cveu i f  the nrarn denrancls havt- not bcc-n ac]rrer-ccl.  to the' e\tent
t l ' r l t  thc EZLN anrl the CNI Iravc not bcen co-oprccl br,,  the st.rtc
:urt l  continuc to inrplenrent ; lutoitonr\-.  tr1 spttc oi thc icgisl i t t i r-e 1rg
on indigcnous r ights ancl cult lrrc. I lut u-e nt l ist relt lcl t iber rhat this
sct of neLaoti :r t iorrs $' i th the st:rte \ , ;rs onlv onc of tour rrrajt , .r  thcnrcs
that uc ' rc to be sett lecl :  the others;r le econorr ic anr i  l : rnd isslres:rrrc l
rhc rcicunr of the st.rtc :rncl * 'ornc.n.s r iqlrts. cl learlr, ' .  thcsc isstres gr,
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rvcl l  bevoncl the sper: i f . ic:r l lv Incl irn dcnraltcls thar n'ere prl t  for\\ 'ar( l

b,v the EZl,N. oncc i t  becurr  i ts  r lcsot iat ions nir l r  thc state.Thcrcfbrc

thc c l r rest ion is:  l , i l l  thc EZI-N conr lncr i ts l i r turc pol i t ic l l  const i tu-

t ion rs lncl 'c lv ln Inci i . rn orr l . r r r iz . r t jon ()r . t \  onc thet also i r t tc l t ( l \  tc)

t l tc  peas.rnt  r r : r t l r rc oi  i ts  corrst i tuencr.? Thc lat tcr  opt ion.  s-htch can

clc:r l lv ir tcorporlrte thc l i rrnrcr. nrJ\:  opelt ntorc .krors f trr Zap:rt istas

to beconrc :r bnratler l trovelncl l t  u. ' i t l r in t l rc gcner;r l  stnlgglc i i )r  : l

popr-t lar--denrocratic :rncl nrtr l t icultural hegertr()nlc pr(Icct.

For Alain Tiruraine, onc of t l rc nrost prlornincnt st l l ( lcnt-s of soci.r l
1r()\r(-ure nts ntrci r lcnrocr:rcr, (see Tcruraine- t  9l lS. 1997). thc Z:rp:rt isras

colrst i tute lr  dir-crsc l l tolentclt t  u' i th :rt  lcast nxr cLlrrcnts rvit l t i r t  r t .
( )nc of  thcsc u 'ould l ikc to l i rcu-s on i ts inr j i r :enous const i tuenc\ ' ,  thc
orhcr.  rvhich incl t rc les Subc.onr:rncl lntc Malcos .rnd his c loscst  i i icncls.
\ \ ' : lnts to 'r ' is i t  thc rror '1d' or opo) u;r i ts spcctnrrrr oi intcrpcl l .r t ion

ttxr ' . trcls t t tart 'n '  othcr strborcl inl tc groups :rrtd classcs. Titur:r ir tr- nt; tkcs

arr cx;r l i t i t  rrn.rkrgr, bets'ecn thc EZLN's t\ \ .o currcnts (or iuct ions)

,r t t t l  L ' . t t l r '  ( . l r r is t i . r r r i t r ' :  rv l r i l t  l ) t ' ter '  \ \ ' : l l t t ( ( l  to r ' . .1, , . ,1, ,  r t r i r t l r  - l t ' r i  i . l ; .

l )eul u, lurtt 'c i  to tr ikc thc nrcss.rgc to the u'ol lr l  (crtcd in IVII ' t incz
,rrrr l  MUltr t ' r '  :oo |  :  . l  . l ) .

What hls intcrcstccl  Tirurainr-  the rnost aLrotr t  t ] re EZLN is the
Il t i t l t l lcr in u' l t ich i t  h:ts t t t l tnrgccl to art ictr lrr tc the l t l . l ter i :r l  :rrrr l  cultrtrnl
r lclence of Mav:rn col lcct ivi t ies r i ' i th a u' i l l  to cr1'r1111 pol i t ic:r l  rrnt l
et 'or t r>ur ic c icnrocmcv rn Mcxico. ' ( )n thc one l iend. thc Zrtp:r t is t . rs
l r lvc supportcd fheurschrcs ()n thcsc cul turcs.  o l r  thc other,  thcv r lo
r tot  u l lou. t l rerrrsclvcs to bect>nrc enclose( l  \ \ ' i t l r in these cul tures.  c l r
i r . t  sorrrc tvpe of  "di f f r rcnci : r l isrrr" '  (cr ted in l \ {ar- t incz : r r rd Mcrqicr
:oor:  j - l ) .  As Tirr . r r : t r r rc prr ts i t ,  t l te f i r rurc c l t : r l lengc is inrntense: tcr
rc' ject both t lrc irossibi l i t l  of loc:r l  isol.rt ion arrd thc r l i lLrt ion irrto rr
grc. l t  p() l i t ical  parn' ,  n 'h i lc  t rv ing to turn thc inr l igenr)us lno\ . t :n lc l ) t
i t t to the' icrrncnt fbr t l re rcrrovrrt i<'rrr of Mcxic:rrr t lenrocracl '  (ci tcr l
i t i  M:rr t inez : rnr l  Mclqicr '  :oor:  j4) .

Tlrrr ' .  pr ' , r t ' t i r i r rg, lLr( , r r ) , ' r r rv i .  i r r r l ' r , l - l . lnt .  \ '1. \ .  l l r r r  t l r i .  l r . r . . t .
t t tattv r-: tr i l t t ts ; ts t l i t t tcttsi1ltrs. At lclrst q' i th rcg.tr j  t9 ccglogtic sclf-
nr:urlgenrcnt. Ini l iai ls c; l l i l )ot seriouslv t lke tt  On bV thcntselYes. for" i t
is l i  pr-oblcnr sh:rrerl  l .v rni l l ions oi r irr ' . i r i --o pc:l \ lnts :rncl :r  qrcat trsk
t irat rct lrr ires grcuter al l i : rrrccs rrnt l  stratcgic .u' isions (13;rrtra :oo4). ln
thcir stnrqglc i ls c()rn. r-cgct:rble or '  fcrrcstry-uoocls pnrcltrceLs. uutoch-
t l tot tous conrrrr t rn i t ics arc l t ( ) t : r lone. bccl t rse f i t r  c:rc l i  Int l i ; r l  pels: tnt
thcle ale tuo rr ic.sl i : tr-r,  : i lntost alult .s :rs poor. TI ier-ct irre t lrc nrr: t l
s t rugglc of  lndi ;ur  pt 'oples is i r r tcrn 'oven \ \ - i th t l r , r t  oI  the perslntrr '

I ]AI iT ' I tA ANI) OI 'ER0

ls a cl lss. I t  has :r l* 'avs bce' s.,  i r .rclrcl i 'g thc pcr. iod of t l re r97os
a'cl the r 98os, u'he n I 'cl i rr ' rs al ig'ecl thcnrse lr ,cs n. i t l i in peasrlrt
coorc' l i r t l t i t tq organizati11ls irr  tr ' l r ic l-r thcir sprecif icrt l ,  q.,ns dt luferl .  I t
\ \ ' : ls onlv in t l ' re r99os, n'hen the.u, centrecl their.  dcrnarrt is on the
col lst i tLl t iol l i r l i tv oi t l teir r iglrt  tor rrutononl) ' .  that t l rc inj i l rc16trs
ancl pe.rsant roacls u'er-e spi i t  -  tenrpor..rr i l r , .

i ) trr irrq t lre fhal c' lecaclc r i  t l rc t* 'entieth ccrtrrr"v,.  the indiqen.trs
nro\.elrtei l t  cai lrc oF age aDd rccluir-ccl clensrtY to thc cxtel)t  th:t t  i t
identi f iecl i tsclf- .  settrng up t l i t fcrcuccs bv i ts clcrnr 'cis. carrparqrrs.
olganiz.rt ion.r l  stnlctr lrc, cl iscoursc. irr i ;rginar\, :  syrrrtrol ic svste nrs, lnd
proceclures.  Thui ,  Incl i . rns u, 'ho uscd to be i r r  ru ins set  up thcir
scpi l fatc orq.rniz:rt ional house. This is f ine. Except thet this changc
cl ist:rncecl thcrr i  rr  l i t t le f lorrr thc prc: i51l i1, norkcr ancl popul:rr f :rrn-
i l r ' .  e 'cn tboLrgh i r r  thc pr.cess Indi : rns beca'rc i r r t i rnrrre u, i th 'c iv i l
socictr , ' ,  arr  ent i tv that  utr t i l  t9g- l  \ \ ' : rs rrr t rch ntovet l  br . thc .5ooyears
and evc'ntualh' inf.r tu.rtcd n' i th the EZLN. IJut in t lre nerv lronre
therc lre :r lso f lghts. cspcci.r l i r  becruse t lrc consti tut ional issue nray
not trc resolvcd in thc fcrrcsee.rblc f ir tule. aurl  dc facto autonorrics
arc cl i |elsc anrl  introsl-rcct i ' , 'c,  rrncl by thcnrsclvcs do r.rot f l rvour joint
rrrobi l iz : r t ion.Thcrcf i . re,  u 'h i le Indi : rns sct t le t l re i r -  c lourest ic sr icvances,
t lrev 

'r ight 
r 'ce :rs:r i '  r . is i t  the f iu' i l1; ro\\ .  AS rcspccrf ir l  :r t1ults, s.

t l r r t  thcv rcncu' thcir  f i - iencls l r ip u. i th t l rc i r  pc:rs:rnt .  rvorkcr anci
popr-r lar  cousins.  Pcrh;rps . lorrr t l t '  thcy t :an rrrakc i r .

Thc per- t i 'erce of  
'c ; r r t ic t r l ; r t i r rg 

* ' i th ot l icr  popular--dcrrr .cr l t ic
scctors, in pr:rrt icular u' i th t l ie rural oucs. cnrcrges rrot onlv f irnr t l re
insuff lc ierrcv of  the incl igcn()us nrove nrcnt : rnd their-  . r l l icd 1irr-ces t r r
lchieve thcir- historir ' . r l  cienr:rrrcis. but :r isc'r f ionr rhe rc:rp1-rc:rrrncc oithe
pcrsar l t  l l r ( ) \ 'c l l lcnt .  As of  the crrd oi  -2ool ,  the pc;rs: l i l t  l l rover l lcnt  h: ls
bectl  rcsnrrcctccl l i rr tr  thc r lc.rLl,  n' i th rur inr:rgirr:r t iop, cosrbatir .cless,
crfr, lci tv f i l '  pr1;g111111natic i l ) tegrl t ion, ;rrrcl  l rr-c:rcl th oi convet.gt ncc
th,r t  h,r11 not bcerr  scerr  s incc thc c:rr l t '  r99os. Ftrr thcnr()rc.  Incl i lns
. t t 'e t l  t r 'nt . . ' l r ' r ' \  | ( ' . t \ , l i l ts .

Note

t .  N.r l tu,r t l  l r rs t l re r lorrr in. t r r t  l lngluqc drrr ing the Aztcc c l tPire.  bcf i r re . r r r ivr l
o i thc Sl . . r : r i l r t ls  in r . j  r9.  anr i  str l l  surr . ivcs as thr :  i r r i . l iue n, , i r .  l , tngrr . rgc r l . , rLq-11 [r1
t l re hrqest ntrrnl .cr  o ipcople.  c los. ' to thr-r .c nr i i l ior .Thcrc l r rc l t  lcest  ;7 pt l rer
rrdiqcnous Iunqu.rgcs r t i l l  s1.1;1,g11 in N, lc. \ ico to( lJ\ . .
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