
 

R e lation s  B e tw e e n  th e  A s s u m ption s  Y ou  
can  M ake  an d th e  Form  of In te rv ie w  

th at is  M os t A ppropriate  
 

 
If…  

 
• you are familiar with the culture/ 

setting of interest; 
• you are new to the culture/setting; 

• you have a clear sense of what 
you are after; 

• are still searching for a primary 
focus to your research; 

• are confident what you are after 
gives a good comprehensive base 
for discussion about the 
phenomenon of interest; and 

• cannot assume in advance that 
you know what all the “right” 
questions are to ask; and 

• can assume the words and 
concepts you are using to 
discuss/ask about the topic are 
equally meaningful to 
respondents…  

• cannot assume that all questions 
will be equally meaningful to all 
respondents…  

 
then …  

 
you can use a more structured/ 
formal/standardized approach. 

you should use a more unstructured/ 
informal/unstandardized approach. 

 
Why? 

 
Because this approach will facilitate 
comparison and aggregation, and 
best allow you to examine patterns 
across cases. 

Because this approach will help you 
build rapport, not foreclose too early 
on a focus, result in more 
comprehensive information, and 
allow you to adapt the interview to 
the person/setting 

 


